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Editor’s Note

Phonetic spelling of any language using other than its native alphabet cannot be standardized
except by the use of the International Phonetic Alphabet, which is a specialized code unknown to
most readers. The following text, therefore, attempts the use of spelling of Arabic words in the
Latin script (English alphabet) using the commonly known spellings in English language print, and
electronic resources. Vowel length markings, and the use of doubled vowel characters have been
eliminated for simplicity. Glottal stops of any degree are marked with a single apostrophe. For
example, references to the Kutub as-Sittah are spelled as follows: Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmizi, Ibn
Majah, Nasa’i, and Abu Dawud. Citations of Hadith from the six books, and Ibn Kathir are from
Darussalam in ascending numerical order from narration (Hadith) number one in volume one, and
increasing until the last volume. Translation into English of the meaning of the Qur’an is taken
from Mohsin Khan, unless otherwise noted.

References of third-party contemporary, or classical scholarship within volume one of this book, or
subsequent volumes are not intended as an endorsement of any book, author, creed, or ideology, but
only as contextual information. The author encourages students of knowledge to exercise critical
thinking, and to pursue knowledge from reliable texts under the direction of known scholars
(Ulama), and upon the method of the praised generations (As-Salaf us-Salihin).
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All thanks and praise are due to Allah &%\, We seek His help and forgiveness, and we
seek refuge in Allah &%= from the evil within ourselves and the consequences of our evil
deeds. Whoever Allah 15;%= guides will never be led astray, and whomever Allah Gk
leads astray will never find guidance. | bear witness there is no God but Allah 5%\, alone
without any partners, and | bear witness that Muhammad “ is His servant and His Messenger.

Allah 155522 said:

% 5 {, )6;;/,/ w;/}
....

[102:0) 0 1 8 sm] {54025 50 5 529505 52 AL Sl G

u.\

“0 you who have faith (Iman), fear Allah as it is His right to be feared, and do not die except
as Muslims.”"")

PRV TR P /// >3 , Ezss

sz & P %2 z40 o = > KT RS T Z 0 2%
WO sy a0 e sVl 15250y 25 J\-{Y\«»)Lw;»)\«»))\w } 35 s (ye Sl d;ﬂ\?g.i \)A-’\J‘“U\Lr, 5}
[126 kel 3 9ma] {35 SCE K
“0O people, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its mate and

dispersed from both many men and women. Fear Allah, through whom you ask one another
and maintain family ties. Verily, Allah is ever watching over you.”(z)
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“0 you who have faith (Iman), fear Allah and speak upright words. He will correct your deeds

and forgive your sins. Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has won a tremendous
victory. »()

(1) Qur’an (3:102).
(2) Qur’an (4:1).
(3) Qur’an (33:70-71).
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Verily, the most truthful speech is the Book of Allah &%=, the best guidance is the
guidance of Muhammad *, and the worst of affairs are newly invented matters. Every newly
invented matter is religious innovation. And every innovation is misguidance, and every

misguidance is in the Hellfire.

Navigating the Qur’anic Scripture with a Roadmap

We have shifted our approach to analyzing the Qur’anic scripture from the Magasidic Tafsir to
the roadmap approach. The Magasidic Tafsir method addresses present-day challenges by
identifying verses, chapters, stories, or parables that can provide solutions while linking present-day
issues Muslims face with the experience of the first Ummah who received the final Revelation.

Originally comprised of five phases, we consolidated the Magasidic Tafsir approach into four
steps to prevent redundancy. These steps involve identifying present-day issues, providing logical
and textual validation for the chosen Qur’anic scripture, explaining the Surah's message through a
roadmap, and presenting an actionable plan to address the present-day issue.

The roadmap approach is the third phase of the Magasidic Tafsir process and involves:

o Systematically analyzing the different sections of a Surah to understand their messages.
e ldentifying common themes and connections.
o Determining the best order for presenting them.

Following this approach, readers can better understand the Qur’anic text and its teachings and
find actionable steps for addressing present-day challenges. Careful consideration of the Surah’s
literary style and historical context is essential for the roadmap approach to the Qur’an.

Approaching the Qur’anic scripture using a roadmap involves a step-by-step process of
navigating through the different sections of a Surah to understand their messages and then
assembling these sections into a unified and harmonious message.

This approach can be compared to GPS navigation, where one follows a route to reach a
desired destination. In the case of the Qur’an, the destination is understanding the Surah’s message.
This involves first understanding the individual sections of the Surah, including their themes, ideas,
and messages. Once these sections have been analyzed, the next step is identifying common themes
and connections between them and determining the best order for presenting them. This requires
careful consideration of the literary style of the Surah, as well as the context in which it was
revealed. Overall, the roadmap approach provides an organized and systematic way of analyzing

2
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the different sections of a Surah, leading to a better understanding of the Qur’anic text and its
teachings.

The Tawgqifi and Ijtihadi Theories of the Qur’an’s final order

In Islamic jurisprudence, there are two theories regarding the appropriate order of the written
Qur'an (Mus'haf): the Tawgqifi and ljtihadi approaches. The Tawqifi theory emphasizes strict
adherence to the text of the Qur'an and authentic Prophetic narrations without any deviation,
personal opinion, or interpretation. According to this theory, the current order of the written Qur'an
(Mus'haf) is the result of Divine Instruction and cannot be changed or rearranged.

On the other hand, the Ijtihadi theory is a more flexible approach to interpreting Islamic law.
Islamic scholars use independent reasoning and interpretation, known as ljtihad, to derive new
rulings or apply existing rules of Islamic law to new situations.

Ijtihad rulings are based on the text's interpretation, considering the context, language, and
customs of the time. Although Ijtihadi rulings are considered less authoritative than Tawqifi
rulings, they are necessary for addressing new issues and challenges that may arise in different
contexts.

The ljtihadi theory understands that the current order of the written Qur'an (Mus'haf) results
from scholarly deliberation and deduction. Therefore, the order is subject to change as intellectual
deliberation depends on varying human standards and abilities.

Confirming the Tawqifi position assures the sanctity of the Speech of Allah &%\, If Allah
AE5%s and His Messenger = left the arrangement of the Qur'an to later generations of Muslims,
there would be several copies with different orders, much like the existence of different opinions on
the same subject due to diverse evidentiary reports or diverse understandings of evidence.
However, we have no other reported order of the Qur'an from the time of the companions.

Therefore, we conclude this is the only intended order with Divine approval. Reflecting on the
current order of the written Qur'an (Mus'haf) helps us understand the intended meaning of each
Surah from Allah &%\ and how Revelation can be used for guidance.

The Qur'anic scripture is arranged in the order it descended to address current pressing issues,
problems, and incidents exclusive to Revelation's place and time—the Revelation aimed to solve
these problems or provide guidance in these happenings. After completing the stage of the
Revelation of the Qur'anic scripture based on the events, Allah 5%\ put it in the order that was
intended and suitable for it to stay until the Day of Judgment. This explains why the final order of
the Qur'an (Mus'haf) begins with Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran.
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Islam is a complete and perfect religion, and the Divine Law has been on earth since the
Prophet's = death. The Qur'an currently addresses individuals and communities who are, in a way,
adhering to Islam. Therefore, Allah %\ started the final order (Mus'haf) from the point of
identifying who they are and what their role is. They are the bearers of the message after their last
Messenger of Allah = and have a unique role of witnessing over mankind until the Day of

Judgment.

Prophet Muhammad * is the last of the Messengers, and the Qur'an is the final of all
Revelations. Therefore, the followers of the Final Prophet = and recipients of the final Revelation
will consequently be responsible as witnesses to humanity in this world and the hereafter.
Therefore, Allah 155%\= . created mankind and chose Muslims to bear witness to the religion of

Islam for humanity.
Allah’s 15%s2 Chosen Witnesses

Allah &% is the Creator and Sustainer of everything in the universe and has complete
control over everything. Allah 5422 creates and chooses whatever He wills based on His
perfect wisdom and knowledge. In the Qur’an, Allah /5422 states that He creates whatsoever He

ps

wills and chooses, and no choice has people in any matter. Allah 155422 said:
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“And your Lord creates whatsoever He wills and chooses, no choice have they (in any

matter). Glorified be Allah and exalted above(?ll that they associate as partners (with
Him).”"

T\ =87

For example, Allah 1555222 has chosen certain places, times, and people as sacred or unique
and have particular significance. They believe Allah's 1\5:%\=. choices are perfect and reflect His
infinite knowledge and mercy. By adhering to these chosen places and times, and people Muslims

T\ “oe 87

seek to draw closer to Allah 155 and follow His guidance more closely.

For instance, the city of Makkah is considered a sacred place where the Ka'bah is located, the
House of Allah 15;%=2, and the most sacred site in Islam. Therefore, Muslims worldwide face the
Ka'bah during their daily Salawat, and it is also the destination of the annual Hajj (pilgrimage).
Similarly, Ramadan is considered a significant month in the Islamic calendar, and Muslims believe

T\ Ao 82

that Allah 155%\=2 has chosen it as a time of spiritual reflection, purification, and renewal.

(1) Qur'an (28:68).
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Allah &% has also chosen Messengers from among humans to convey His message to
people. These Messengers were sent to different communities and times throughout history to guide
people to the right path and remind them of their purpose in life, which is to worship Allah

S P

A% alone. The message of all the Prophets was the same—to worship Allah 155422 alone
and to follow His commandments. However, each Prophet was sent with a specific message and set
of teachings tailored to their particular community's needs. Allah /15;%= . states that He has sent a
Messenger to every nation throughout history to guide people to the truth and to warn them of the

/// 57~

consequences of straying from the right path. Allah 1555152 states:
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“And We certainly sent into every nation a Messenger, [saying]: Worship Allah and avoid
false gods.”™”

Furthermore, Allah 1%5;%=2 has chosen Prophet Muhammad “ to be the last of these
Messengers. He is considered the final seal of the Prophets in Islam. Muslims believe that the
message of the Prophet Muhammad = was the completion and culmination of the Divine message
that was delivered through all the previous Messengers. Allah 15422 said:
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“Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but [he is] the Messenger of Allah and the
seal of the Prophets.”

In addition, Allah 15;%\=2, has chosen Prophet Muhammad's = followers to be witnesses over
humanity. This means that Muslims have been given the responsibility to convey the message of
Islam to others and to embody the teachings of the Qur'an and the Prophet “= in their daily lives.

Hence, Muslims believe that Allah 15:%\=, has chosen them to be witnesses over humanity,
and thus we term them as the community of monotheism & witnessing. This means that Muslims
have been given the responsibility to convey the message of Islam to others and to embody the
teachings of the Qur’an and the Prophet = in their daily lives. Allah 5% 22 said:
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(1) Qur’an (16:36).
(2) Qur’an (33:40).
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“And strive hard in Allah’s cause as you should. He has chosen you and has not laid upon you
in religion any hardship: it is the religion of your father Ibrahim (Abraham). He has named
you Muslims both before and in this (Qur’an), that the Messenger may be a witness over you
and you be witnesses over mankind! So, perform the Salah, give the obligatory charity and
hold fast to Allah. He is your Mawla, what an I(—:l§<cellent Mawla and what an Excellent
Helper!”

Ibn Kathir iz explains that in the above verse, Allah 15%=2. has bestowed upon this
community of believers great honor and status. But this immense position and the abundant

blessings from our Lord are linked to a great responsibility which Allah 15,422 also mentions in
the above verse “to be witnesses over mankind.”®

This verse emphasizes the importance of the community of believers in carrying out the
message of Islam and upholding its principles of justice, compassion, and devotion to Allah
AR,

Therefore, Muslims are expected to follow the teachings of Islam and act as an excellent
example for others to follow. They are also encouraged to spread the message of Islam peacefully
and respectfully and invite people to Islam through their words and actions.

In summary, Allah 15422 has chosen certain places, times, and people as sacred or unique
and have particular significance. By adhering to these chosen places, times, and people, Muslims
seek to draw closer to Allah &%= and follow His guidance more closely. Muslims are
considered to be chosen witnesses of Allah 15;%=2, because of their responsibility to spread the
message of Islam and act as an excellent example for others to follow.

The Completion and Perfection of Islam: The Message of the Final
Prophet £ and the Role of the Muslim Ummah

The Prophet “* passed away only after Allah [15%=2. had completed the religion and
bestowed His favor through His beloved Messenger . This occurred on the ninth day of Dhul-
Hijjah, 10 A.H. (623 AD), during the farewell sermon of the Prophet == at the Uranah valley of
Mount Arafat in Makkah, as part of the rites of Hajj.

(1) Qur’an (22:78).
(2) Tafsir Ibn Kathir Surah Al-Hajj # verse 78.



Roadmap to the Twins

At that moment, Allah %%\ revealed the declaration of the completion and perfection of
the religion of Islam, as stated in the following verse from Surah Al-Ma'idah:

Allah G55 revealed the Divine declaration of the completion and the perfection of the
religion of Islam:
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“This day, I have completed your religion for you, perfected My blessings upon you, and am
pleased with Islam as your religion.”"

The Prophet == left his Ummah on a clear white path (Al-Mahajjah Al-Bayda), which is
equally clear during the day and night. No one who strays from this path will survive, as mentioned

in the narration narrated by Al-Irbad ibn Sariyah :2.: The Prophet = said: “I have left you upon a

clear path, its clarity is the same by night or day. No one deviates from it after me but that he will
be ruined.””

These sources attest that this religion is complete and encompasses all that is beneficial for
Allah's &%\ servants. It provides solutions to all their issues and problems until the Day of

Judgment and applies to every time and place. No other legislation, book, or Messenger is needed
after it.

In his farewell sermon, the Prophet “ stressed the importance of following the Qur’an and his
tradition (Sunnah), stating that these two things will never lead one astray. Malik :ii:= reported: The
Messenger of Allah “ said: “I have left you with two matters which will never lead you astray, as
long as you hold to them: the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of his Prophet.”*)

The Prophet = also designated the task that his Ummah must perform after him, which is to
witness over mankind by conveying the message of Islam. Zayd ibn Thabit :2 reported: The
Messenger of Allah = said: “May Allah brighten the face of a person who hears a tradition from us,
and he memorizes it until he can convey it to others. Perhaps he will convey it to one who

understan(d)s better than him, and perhaps one who conveys knowledge does not understand it
himself.”"

(1) Qur’an (5:3).

(2) Sunan Ibn Majah 44 || Sahih (authentic) according to Al-Albani

(3) Al-Muwatta’ 1661 || Sahih (authentic) according to Ibn Abdul Barr
(4) Sunan Abi Dawiid 3660 || Sahih (authentic) according to Al-Albani
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Abu Bakar 2. narrated that the Prophet = said: “All those who listen to me shall pass on my

words to others and those to others again; and may the last ones understand my words better than
those who listen to me directly.”

The Prophet = confirmed to his companions that Allah ;%22 would ask for their testimony
that he conveyed the message to them. During his farewell sermon, he asked, "O people, have I
faithfully delivered unto you, my message?" The crowd responded with a resounding "Allahumma
Na'm," testifying to the Prophet’s “ successful delivery of Allah's /&%=, message. Then, he
raised his forefinger and said: "O Allah bear witness that | have conveyed Your message to Your
people. O Allah, be my witness, that | have conveyed Your message to Your people.”

Abdullah ibn Amr 2 reported: The Prophet = said: “Convey from me, even a single verse.
Narrate from the Children of Israel, for there is no blame in it. Whoever deliberately lies about me,
let him take his seat in Hellfire. ®

Muslims are the successors of the final Messenger “* and Allah’s 5%\ chosen witnesses
over all other nations in this world and on the Day of Judgment. Therefore, in this world means
establishing clear evidence (Hujjah) through the actualization of monotheism (Tawheed) in words,
actions, and a form of governance. Witnessing on the Day of Judgment means that Muslims will
bear witness that the Messengers conveyed Allah’s &%= entrusted messages to their nations.

The Obligations of the Ummah

The Ummah is tasked with numerous individual and collective responsibilities. Among the

most significant duties is worshiping Allah J15%\222 with sincerity and devotion.

In addition to personal piety, Muslims are called upon to uphold justice in all aspects of their
lives, from personal interactions to governance. This includes defending the rights of the oppressed
regardless of their faith or background.

Furthermore, Muslims are responsible for maintaining social order and promoting community
cooperation and unity. Environmental stewardship is also emphasized, with Muslims encouraged to
protect the natural world through sustainable practices and conservation.

Syed Abul A'la Mawdudi i wrote, “Muslims must understand and fulfill the responsibilities
and duties that fall upon you by virtue of your being Muslims. Muslims cannot get away with
merely affirming that you are Muslims and that you have accepted Allah as your only God and
Islam as your religion, and Muhammad as your Messenger. Rather, as soon as you acknowledge

(1) Sahih Al-Bukhari (1741)
(2) Sahth al-Bukhari 3461
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Allah as your only Lord, and His guidance as your way of life, you take upon yourselves certain
obligations and duties. These obligations you must always remain conscious of, these duties you
must always endeavor to discharge. If you evade them, you shall not escape the evil consequences
of your conduct in this world or in the hereafter.”™

One of the duties of the Ummah is to engage in Da'wah, which means spreading the message
of Islam to non-Muslims. This includes setting an example of exemplary behavior and inviting
others to accept the faith. Muslims must be aware of these obligations, as failing to fulfill them can
have consequences in this life and the hereafter.

It is not a trivial matter but a crucial obligation for Muslims to spread the message of Islam to
others through their actions and invite them to accept the faith. Allah %%\ states that Muslims
have been constituted as a distinct community to bear witness to the truth and be a just nation.
Allah 1555622 said:

z
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“And thus, we have made you a just nation that you will be witnesses over the people and the
Messenger will be a witness over you...””
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Furthermore, Allah &% warns against concealing the truth and failing to discharge this
obligation. Allah &%\ also said:
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“Or do you say that Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the Descendants were
Jews or Christians? Say, “Are you more knowing or is Allah?” And who is more unjust than
one who conceals a testimony he has from All(a)h? And Allah is not unaware of what you
do.”"

(1) This is a bridged part of an article written in Urdu by Syed Abul A'la Mawdudi Translated, edited by Khurram
Murad.

https://www.iium.edu.my/deed/articles/wum.html with abridgment

(2) Qur’an (2:143).

(3) Qur’an (2:140).
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Allah 155022 questions those who claim that Ibrahim #zic (Abraham), Ismail i
(Ishmael), Ishaq ==t (Isaac), Yaqub ==t (Jacob), and their descendants were Jews or Christians
and asks, "Who is more unjust than one who conceals a testimony he has from Allah?"

The history of the Children of Israel serves as a reminder of the severe consequences of
neglecting the obligation to bear witness to the truth. They were appointed as witnesses but
sometimes concealed or misrepresented the truth, leading to Allah &%= forsaking them and a
curse falling upon them. Allah G552 said:
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“And [recall] when you said: “O Moses, we can never endure one [kind of] food. So call upon
your Lord to bring forth for us from the earth its green herbs and its cucumbers and its
garlic and its lentils and its onions.” [Moses] said: “Would you exchange what is better for
what is less? Go into [any] settlement and indeed, you will have what you have asked.” And
they were covered with humiliation and poverty and returned with anger from Allah [upon
them]. That was because they [repeatedly] disbelieved in the signs of Allah and killed the
Prophets without right. That was because they disobeyed and were [habitually]
transgressing.”"")

Muslims must take their duty seriously, as neglecting it may result in similar consequences, as
warned in the Qur'an.

The Concept Actualization of Monotheism (Tawheed)

In Islam, monotheism (Tawheed) refers to the belief in the Oneness of Allah %22 as the
only God worthy of worship. However, actualizing monotheism goes beyond mere belief and

encompasses living one's life following this belief. This involves adhering to the following
principles:

(1) Qur’an (2:61)
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Firstly, having a firm belief in the Oneness of Allah 1%%=2. and rejecting all forms of

polytheism. This entails acknowledging Allah /|42 as the only God without any associates or
partners.

Secondly, Muslims should dedicate all their worship to Allah &%\ alone and not direct
any of it toward anyone or anything else. This includes performing obligatory acts of worship such
as Salawat, charity, fasting, and Hajj.

Thirdly, Muslims should follow the teachings of Islam as revealed in the Qur'an and the
authentic Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad . This involves living a righteous and ethical life,
upholding justice, and fulfilling obligations towards Allah 15;%\=. and others.

Fourthly, Muslims should reject all forms of polytheism in any shape or form. This includes
avoiding practices or beliefs that contradict the Oneness of Allah 5%\, such as superstitions,
the worship of idols, or belief in intercessors.

Lastly, Muslims should strive towards pleasing Allah 15%=2. in all aspects of their lives,
seeking His forgiveness and mercy and performing good deeds to please Him.

How to Witness The Truth of Monotheism (Tawheed)?

The actualization of monotheism (Tawheed) empowers Muslims to testify to the truth in this
world. By fulfilling the seven conditions of the Universal Declaration of Faith (La Ilaha Illa Allah),
Muslims start by seeking knowledge of monotheism (Tawheed) to strengthen their faith (Iman).
This knowledge cultivates a firm belief in the Oneness of Allah 5%\, which reinforces their
acceptance of monotheism (Tawheed) and compliance (Ingiyad) with its teachings. These actions

of compliance must be infused with sincerity, truthfulness, and love.

Allah 155522 revealed to Muslims the final mandate of monotheism (Tawheed) through
Prophet Muhammad = and his companions, who exemplified the implementation of monotheism
(Tawheed) in the most precise and straightforward way. Therefore, as witnesses of monotheism
(Tawheed), Muslims are entrusted with the responsibility of carrying on the work of the Prophet ==
and his companions to deliver the message of Islam to humanity.

Muslim witnesses must establish crystal-clear evidence (Hujjah or Burhan) of monotheism
(Tawheed) to humanity so that disbelievers will have no excuse on the Day of Judgment. This duty
of witnessing is fulfilled through both words and deeds. Allah 5% =2 said:

/7/()/} IR
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“These Messengers were sent as bearers of glad tidings and as warners so that after sending
the Messengers people may have no plea against Allah. Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.”™

The above verse states that the Messengers were sent as bearers of glad tidings and warners so
that people may have no plea against Allah &%\, Therefore, to discharge our duty of
witnessing the truth, we must strive to understand Islamic teachings and commit to living a life that
reflects the Oneness of Allah 1552 in every aspect of our lives. This requires continuous self-
reflection, self-correction, and striving toward excellence in faith (Iman) and practice.

To conclude, witnessing the truth in this world requires the actualization of monotheism
(Tawheed), which can be achieved through fulfilling the seven conditions of the Universal
Declaration of Faith, seeking knowledge of monotheism (Tawheed), following the example of
Prophet Muhammad ** and his companions, and leading a life that reflects the Oneness of Allah
A5, By doing so, Muslims can effectively fulfill their obligation to bear witness to the truth
through their words and actions.

Actualization of Monotheism in Words, Da’wah, and Word-\Witness

The actualization of monotheism (Tawheed) in words is a fundamental concept in Islam. It
means that Muslims acknowledge the Oneness of Allah &%\ in all their verbal expressions.
This includes the recitation of the Declaration of Faith (Shahadah) and other Islamic statements that
affirm the Oneness of Allah &%\, such as saying "La ilaha illa Allah," the recitation of the

Qur'an, and the remembrance of Allah ;%\, at all times.

In addition to the above, Muslims are encouraged to speak like believers, consistently
expressing their faith in one God in their words and actions. Monotheism (Tawheed) is at the core
of Islam, and Muslims believe in the existence of a single, all-powerful deity who created and
sustained the universe. Therefore, Muslims should express their beliefs and ideas consistent with
their faith in one God. For example, Muslims often use the phrase "Alhamdulillah™ (Praise be to
Allah) to express gratitude for blessings in their lives. Similarly, Muslims use "Insha'Allah™ (God
willing) when discussing future plans to acknowledge that all outcomes are ultimately in Allah's
AEEE hands.

Da'wah is another important concept in Islam, meaning an invitation or calling to others to
learn about Islam and embrace it as a way of life. Muslims must convey the message of Islam to
others in the best possible manner and be good examples of Muslim behavior to those around them.

However, it is essential to remember that Da'wah is ultimately in the hands of Allah &%=, and
Muslims' role is to convey the message of Islam with sincerity and compassion.

(1) An-Nisa (4:165)
12
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Syed Abul A'la Mawdudi =iz, a prominent Islamic scholar, emphasized the importance of
word-witness in Islam. Muslims should proclaim and explain to the world the guidance that Allah
A% has sent through His Messengers using all possible education, communication, and
propagation methods. This includes mastering all knowledge provided by the contemporary arts

and sciences to inform mankind of the way of life that Allah /15:%\=22 has laid down for them.

Muslims should clearly and fully expound before mankind the guidance that Islam gives to
humanity in thought, belief, morality, behavior, culture, civilization, economics, business,
jurisprudence, judiciary, politics, and civil administration — in all aspects of inter-human relations.

They should establish their truth and soundness through rational discourse, convincing evidence,
1)

and soundly reasoned critique, rebutting all contrary to Allah's <552 guidance.

Overall, the actualization of monotheism (Tawheed) in words, Da'wah, and word-witness are
essential concepts in Islam. They reflect the importance of acknowledging and expressing one's
faith in Allah %%\, inviting others to learn about Islam, and conveying the message of Islam to
the world. Therefore, Muslims should strive to embody these concepts in their daily lives, in their
words and actions, to uphold the principles of Islam.

Living the Principles of Monotheism (Tawheed) in Actions

Monotheism (Tawheed) is a central concept in Islam that encompasses the belief in Allah's
A% unity, uniqueness, and sovereignty in all aspects of life. Actualizing monotheism
(Tawheed) in action requires Muslims to follow the principles of monotheism (Tawheed) and

RO

maintain a constant awareness of Allah's /5% presence and His commandments.

To actualize monotheism (Tawheed) in action, Muslims engage in worship, dedicate their acts
of worship to Allah &%\ alone, and perform various acts of worship such as Salah, fasting,
charity, and Hajj pilgrimage. Muslims also embody ethical and moral principles such as honesty,
kindness, justice, and compassion and avoid actions forbidden in Islam, such as lying, stealing, and

backbiting.

In addition, Muslims seek knowledge of their religion and the world around them and work
towards social justice and equality, recognizing that all humans are equal in the Sight of Allah

8-

A% and that oppression and injustice go against His Oneness.

Overall, the actualization of monotheism (Tawheed) in action involves:

(1) Source: This is an abridged part of an article written in Urdu by Syed Abul A'la Mawdudi 2. Translated, and

edited by Khurram Murad.
https://www.iium.edu.my/deed/articles/wum.html with abridgment
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o Living a life dedicated to Allah 5%,

« Embodying the moral and ethical principles of Islam.
o Seeking knowledge.

e Working toward social justice and equality.

By actualizing monotheism (Tawheed) in actions, Muslims strive to live their lives according
to the principles of Islam, maintain their relationship with Allah /&%=, and contribute positively
to society.

Actualization of Monotheism (Tawheed) in Governance: Upholding
Islamic Principles of Justice, Accountability, and Welfare

Implementing Islamic principles and values in society's political and social systems is what the
actualization of monotheism (Tawheed) in governance means. This involves establishing a just and
equitable society that adheres to the principles of consultation, accountability, and transparency in
governance. It also means promoting social welfare and economic development while ensuring that
the rights of individuals are protected.

The actualization of monotheism (Tawheed) in governance refers to creating a governance
system guided by Islamic principles of justice, fairness, equality, and accountability. It involves
implementing a political and social system that prioritizes the welfare of all citizens and is based on
the Islamic belief in the sovereignty of Allah J&E2 .

According to Syed Abul A'la Mawdudi ==, establishing a state based on the principles and
teachings of Islam is necessary to complete the witness of Muslims. Such a state would translate
Islamic ideals and practices into public policies and programs promoting equity, justice, social
welfare, peace, and order. It would also demonstrate to all mankind that Islam is the true guarantor
of human well-being."”

To actualize monotheism (Tawheed) in governance, Muslims must uphold justice and create a
fair system for all citizens, regardless of religion, ethnicity, or social status. This includes ensuring
access to essential services such as healthcare and education and promoting economic equality.
Additionally, accountability is necessary, and a system that holds those in power accountable for
their actions and decisions should be established.

Consultation and collective decision-making are also essential, and citizens should be involved
in the decision-making process through public consultations, town hall meetings, and referendums.
In addition, policies prioritizing the welfare of the most vulnerable members of society, such as the

(1) Source: This is an abridged part of an article written in Urdu by Syed Abul A'la Mawdudi 2. Translated, and

edited by Khurram Murad.
https://www.iium.edu.my/deed/articles/wum.html with abridgment
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poor, elderly, and children, should be implemented. Good governance practices such as
transparency, accountability, and the rule of law should also be established.

In summary, actualizing monotheism (Tawheed) in governance involves creating a system of
governance that prioritizes Islamic principles of justice, accountability, consultation, welfare, and
good governance. Furthermore, it requires creating institutions and policies that promote all
citizens' well-being and are guided by the belief in the sovereignty of Allah (&%

Role of Muslims as Witnesses on the Day of Judgment

Before questioning mankind, Allah &%=, in His perfect justice, will confirm that they
received worldly witnesses. These witnesses may have been the Messengers sent by Allah (&%
or the followers of these Messengers, as is the case with Muslims. Interestingly, the disbelievers
from every nation will deny receiving these witnesses. Nonetheless, when they appear in Allah's
A% just court, Muslims will testify that the disbelievers received Messengers and their
messages.

Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudri 2. narrated that the Messenger of Allah = said: “Nuh (Noah) will be

called on the Day of Resurrection and it will be said to him: ‘Did you convey (the message)?’ He
will say: ‘Yes.” Then his people will be called, and it will be said to them: ‘Did he convey (the
message) to you?’ They will say: ‘No warner came to us, and no one came to us.’ It will be said to
Nuh (Noah): ‘Who will bear witness for you?’ He will say: ‘Muhammad and his nation.””” He said:
“That is the words of Allah,

-
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“And thus, we have made you a just nation that you will be witnesses over the people and the
Messenger will be a witness over you...”(l)

He said: “And they will be called, and they will bear witness that he conveyed (the message),
then I will bear witness for you.”(z)

The following authentic Prophet’s = narration confirms Muslims’ witnessing against all other
nations:

Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudri i narrated that the Prophet = said: “A Prophet will come on the Day
of Resurrection accompanied by one man, and a Prophet will come accompanied by two men, or

(1) Qur’an (2:143).
(2) Al-Bukhari (4487).
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more than that. Then his people will be called, and it will be said to them: ‘Did this one conveys the
message to you?’ and they will say, ‘No.” It will be said to him: ‘Did you convey the message to
your people?’ and he will say: ‘Yes.” It will be said to him: “Who will bear witness for you?” He
will say: ‘Muhammad and his nation.” So, Muhammad and his nation will be called, and it will be
said to them: ‘Did this one conveys the message to his people?’ They will say: “Yes.” It will be
said: ‘How did you know that?’ They will say: ‘Our Prophet came to us and told us that the
Messengers had conveyed the message.” That is the words of Allah, ‘Thus We have made you a
just (and the best) nation.” He said: Just, so that you will be witnesses over mankind and the
Messenger will be a witness over you.”(l)

According to Ibn Jarir At-Tabari's = commentary on this verse, it means that just as Allah
AE5%s2 has made Muslims a just nation to bear witness for His Prophets and Messengers against
their respective nations, testifying that they conveyed the message Allah &%=, commanded
them to, the Prophet Muhammad = will be a witness for Muslims, testifying that they believed in

him and what he brought from Allah ;5. %

In conclusion, witnessing is of utmost significance for Muslims to actualize monotheism
(Tawheed) in their words, actions, and governance and fulfill the provisions of their noble task.

As witnesses over mankind, Muslims must model appropriate Islamic conduct, establish, and
adhere to Islam’'s moral, social, economic, and political systems, and persistently strive for the

T\ “ e 87

cause of Allah &%=, Muslims need to appreciate their status and feel humbled and grateful for
being chosen by Allah &%\ to continue the work of the Messengers. The chapters of Al-

Bagarah and Al-Imran guide Muslims in developing an independent, solid witnessing character and
invite steadfastness upon the foundations and shield against defects.

Let us fulfill our covenant with Allah &%= and contribute to the noble mission of
establishing Allah's &%= true religion of Islam on earth. May Allah 1% =2 awaken Muslims
to their status through His beautiful Names and Lofty Attributes and make us among those who

fulfill this grand mission.

Karim Abu Zaid

oxiise

(1) Imam Ahmad (1164) and Ibn Majah (4284): labeled Sahih by al-Albaani in al-Silsilah al-Saheehah, 2448.
(2) Jami’ al-Bayan, 2/8.
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Exploring the Significance of the
Roadmap to the Twins

Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran
— PR

The Roadmap to the Qur’anic Twins: Five Essential Themes

The introduction of the Roadmap covers five critical topics related to the Twins (Al-Bagarah
and Al-Imran) in the Qur’an:

1. Emphasizing the Divine Coherence: The proof of Qur'an's authenticity in text, structure, and
style.

2. Explaining why the two chapters are called "The Twins" due to their complementary
themes, structure, and guidance.

3. Defining the concept of a community or nation in Islam and stressing the importance of
unity, brotherhood, and support among Muslims.

4. Distinguishing between two types of nations: the righteous believers who follow Allah's
A% guidance and the misguided who follow their desires and reject His message.

5. Highlighting the virtues of Prophet Muhammad's ** nation as the best of all nations due to
its adherence to Qur’anic teachings, teachings of the Sunnah, and noble character traits.

The Divine Coherence of the Qur’an: Text, Structure, and Style

The Qur’an's coherence and consistency are remarkable aspects of the scripture that scholars
of various backgrounds have recognized. The Qur’anic text is unique in its ability to present a
unified message despite being revealed over 23 years and comprising 114 chapters and over 6,000
verses. The interconnected nature of the Qur’anic verses and chapters creates a cohesive, profound,
and complex narrative.

Apart from its textual coherence, the structure and organization of the Qur’an also serve as

evidence of its Divine origin. The deliberate arrangement of chapters, the grouping of related
topics, and the use of repetition in different ways all reinforce the message and create a sense of
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unity and coherence. The Qur’an's unique style of writing is marked by its eloquence, rhythm, and
precision, which further emphasize its Divine nature.

Moreover, the coherence of the Qur’an serves as a reminder for Muslims of the importance of
unity and consistency in their own lives and actions. Therefore, it is a call to follow the Qur’an's
message and strive towards living a life consistent with its teachings. By doing so, Muslims can
strengthen their faith and contribute to the larger goal of establishing a just and equitable society
based on the principles of Islam.

One of the remarkable aspects of the Qur’an is its remarkable coherence and consistency as a
scripture. The coherence of the Qur’an refers to the seamless and interconnected nature of its verses
and Surahs, despite the fact that it was revealed over a period of 23 years.

The Divine Coherence of Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran in building the Witnessing Character of
the Muslim Ummah

Surah Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran play a crucial role in preparing the Ummah to be the chosen

witnesses of Allah 154\, While Al-Bagarah lays the foundation for the development of a strong
witnessing character, Al-Imran safeguards it from any defects that may make it vulnerable.

Therefore, how do these two chapters serve a shared higher purpose (Magsid)? The answer is
straightforward: Allah's 1%\ miraculous speech is coherent, connecting every word and verse
of the Qur’an and making each verse a miraculous sign of Allah's /15;%\=. wisdom. This profound
coherence of the Qur’an's structure and language is a testament to its Divine origin and urges
believers to read and understand every part. The Qur’an's coherence can be observed at three levels,
demonstrating its careful integration and Divine orchestration.

1. The Internal Unity of Chapters: The verses within each Surah maintain a high level of
coherence to achieve the Surah's unified higher aim (Magsid).

2. Paired Qur'anic Chapters: Two Surahs in the Qur’an form pairs that contribute to the same
theme, such as the complementary relationship between Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran.

3. Thematic Unity of Multiple Chapters: Several Surahs in the Qur’an may form one theme,
such as the seven lengthy chapters (As-Saba' At-Tiwal) that illustrate the forming and
progression of the Ummah.

Surah Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran emphasize the importance of two main attributes for the
believers who will witness against mankind in this world and the hereafter. The first attribute is
attestation (Tasdeeq), which means affirming belief in Allah 15422, His Angels, His Books, and
His Messengers. The second attribute is compliance (Ingiyad), which means obedience to Allah's

A% commandments.
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While Surah Al-Bagarah establishes the foundation for developing the witnessing character,
Surah Al-Imran shields it from defects that may make believers vulnerable. This Surah cautions
against doubts and suspicions (shubuhaat) that can nullify attestation (Tasdeeq) or being captive to
whims and desires (shahawaat), which can void compliance (Ingiyad). Overcoming any doubts and
religious misconceptions (shubuhaat) with certainty, attestation (Tasdeeq), and conviction will lead
believers to fulfill the three conditions mentioned in the following verse and be counted among the
best of people ever raised for mankind.
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“You [true believers in Islamic monotheism (Tawheed), and real followers of Prophet
Muhammad and his Sunnah (legal ways, etc.)] are the best of peoples ever raised up for
mankind; you enjoin Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic monotheism (Tawheed) and all that Islam has
ordained) and forbid Al-Munkar (polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden), and
you believe in Allah. And had the People of the Book believed, it would have been better for
them; among them are some who have faith (Iman), but most of them are Al-
Fasiqun (disobedient to Allah and rebellious against Allah's command).”™”

To summarize, the coherence of the Qur'an is characterized by the exceptional consistency
and interconnectedness of its verses and Surahs, serving as evidence of its Divine origin.
Furthermore, it serves as a reminder for Muslims of the significance of maintaining unity and
consistency in their personal lives.

The Twins: Exploring the Coherence and Collaborating Higher Aims of Al-Bagarah and Al-
Imran

The twinship of Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran is significant, as they are placed next to each other
at the beginning of the written order of the Qur’an (Mus'haf). This proximity highlights their unity
and interconnectedness. Moreover, according to the following narration of the Prophet £, the two
chapters will also come as intercessors for their reciters on the Day of Resurrection.

Abu Umamah 2 reported: The Messenger of Allah “* said: “Recite the Qur’an, for on the

Day of Resurrection it will come as an intercessor for its reciters. Recite the two brightly
illuminated Surahs, Surah Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran, for on the Day of Resurrection, they will
come as two clouds, or two shades, or two flocks of birds pleading for their companions.”®)

(1) Qur’an (3:110)
(2) Sahth Muslim 804
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The higher aims (Magasid) of Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran also demonstrate their twinship. Al-
Bagarah focuses on identifying and strengthening the Muslim character, while Al-Imran aims to
shield this character from potential defects. Let us now list some similarities between the two twin
chapters: -

The Beginning Matchup: Alif-Lam-Meem in Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran

Surahs Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran have a unique similarity - both begin with the letters Alif-
Lam-Meem and are revealed in Madinah. Out of the six Surahs in the Qur'an that start with these
letters, two are Madani, Al-Bagarah, and Al-Imran, and four are Makki, including Al-Ankabut, Ar-
Rum, Lugman, and As-Sajdah.

The verses following the letters Alif-Lam-Meem in both Surahs are coherent with each
Surah’s higher aim (Magsid). Al-Bagarah's higher aim (Magsid) is to identify Muslims as witnesses
over humanity, and the immediate verses emphasize the primary attribute of witnesses - belief in
the Unseen (Al-Ghayb) which the Qur'an entails.

On the other hand, Al-Imran assures the witnesses that the Qur'an is a Revelation from Allah
A%, The Ever-Living and Self-Sustaining Lord. It confirms the two previous Books, Torah
and the Injeel.

The Significance of the Heartfelt Supplications at the Conclusion of Al-Bagarah and Al-
Imran

The endings of Surah Al-Bagarah and Surah Al-Imran are marked by profound supplications
addressed to Allah 15;%\=2, beginning with the words "Our Lord" (Rabbana). These supplications
are of great importance and are preceded by equally significant events. The narrations that follow
attest to the significance of these supplications:

Abu Mas’ud 2 reported: The Prophet = said: “Whoever recites the last two verses of Surah
Al-Bagarah in the night, it is enough for him.”®

Ibn Hajar ::= said: “The sufficing here refers to the fact that they will protect him from evil
and despised matters, and the Shaytan (Satan) will not approach him in the night, and he will be
accredited with virtue and reward. And all of these are gathered from this narration.””

Abu Dharr . narrated that the Prophet = said: “I was given the last two verses from Surah

AI-B(agarah from the treasure that is just beneath the Throne that was not given to a Prophet before
95(3
me.

(1) Sahth al-Bukhari 4723, Sahih Muslim 807
(2) Fath-ul-Bari by Ibn Hajr 9/56
(3) Musnad Imam Ahmad (No. 21564, Sahih li-ghairihi, authentic due to external supporting reports).
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As Aishah ... narrates, the supplication at the end of Surah Al-Imran holds excellent

significance. When the verse was revealed to Prophet Muhammad “, he prayed all night and wept
upon its contemplation. The verse emphasizes the signs in the creatlon of the heavens and the earth
and the alternation of night and day for those who understand. The Prophet = warned that those
who recite the verse without reflecting on its meaning would be doomed.

Aishah c2 narrated that when the following verse was revealed to the Prophet “:
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‘Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day,
there are indeed signs for men of understanding.’™”

The Prophet “* prayed all mid-night Salah (Tahajjud), reciting it, then, Bilal :. came to call

him to lead the Muslims in the morning Salah (Fajr), and he saw the Prophet “* weeping, and his
tear drops, so he said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, why are you crying when Allah has forgiven all your
past and future sins?’

The Prophet == answered Bilal :2, saying, should not | be a grateful servant for that? Then he

mentioned the reason why he was crying is his pondering and contemplation upon this verse,
saying, “Indeed, tonight, Allah has revealed to me the following verse:

s >,
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‘Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day,
there are indeed signs for men of understanding.’®”

Then the Prophet = said: ‘Woe to him who recites it and does not ponder and reflect upon its
meanings.””®

The Significance of the Two Events Preceding the Ending Supplications of Al-Bagarah and
Al-Imran

The two concluding supplications in Surah Al-Bagarah and Surah Al-Imran share a common
feature in the form of profound supplications that begin with "Our Lord" (Rabbana).

(1) Qur’an (3:189)
(2) Qur’an (3:189)
(3) Sahih Ibn Hiban
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However, significant events precede these supplications. In the case of Surah Al-Bagarah, the
companions of the Prophet = were initially troubled by the Revelation of the accountability of
inner thoughts, as stated in the third to last verse of the chapter. However, the Prophet = reassured
them, and they expressed their submission to Allah's /%22 will by repeatedly saying, "We hear,
and we obey." Later, Allah 15,5422, abrogated this ruling and revealed the two concluding verses
of the Surah, which state that no one is burdened beyond their capability. The Prophet = also
mentioned a similar narration, indicating that Allah 1%\ has overlooked what an individual
thinks of inwardly, as long as they do not act upon it or speak with it.

R s

Abu Hurairah 2 narrated that when Allah 15,522 revealed the following verse which is
Surah AI-Baqarah’s th1rd to the last verse:
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“To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth. Whether you show
what is within yourselves or conceal it, Allah will bring you to account for it. Then He will
forgive whom He wills and punish whom He wills, and Allah is over all things capable.”™

The companions of Allah’s Messenger = were distressed by the fact that the above verse
entails that they are accounted for their thoughts. They came to the Messenger ==, knelt down, and
said: “O Messenger of Allah, we have been enjoined to do deeds that we are able to do, such as

2 s

Salah, fasting, fighting in the cause of Allah <%= (Jihad), and charity. But now this verse has
been revealed to you, and we cannot bear [the weight of] its burden.” So, the Messenger
said: “Do you mean to say (in defiance) what the people of the two Revealed Books (Jews and
Christians) before you said: “We hear and we disobey (sami’naa wa ‘asaynaa)?” Instead, you

should say:
Loz, -
[285:5 ) 8 9] () adif 060) 5 (55 06128 AL L 1S5

“We hear and we obey. [We seek] Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the [final]
destination.”

Abu Hurairah £ said that the companions instantly started uttering, “We hear, and we obey
(sami’naa wa ‘ata naa)” and it flowed easily upon their tongues. Then Allah &%\ abrogated

(1) Qur’an (2:284)
(2) Qur’an (2:285)
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the ruling regarding accountability over inner thoughts and revealed Surah Al-Bagarah’s two
ending verses “ which entails that no one is charged or burdened beyond his capacity and strength.
Allah 155522 said:
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“The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to him from his Lord, and [so have] the
believers. All of them have believed in Allah and His Angels and His Books and His
Messengers, [saying], “We make no distinction between any of His Messengers.” And they
say, “We hear and we obey. [We seek]| Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the [final]
destination.” * “Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity. It will have
[the consequence of] what [good] it has gained, and it will bear [the consequence of] what
[evil] it has earned. “Our Lord, do not impose blame upon us if we have forgotten or erred.”
“Our Lord and lay not upon us a burden like that which You laid upon those before us.”
“And pardon us; and forgive us; and have mercy upon us. You are our Protector, so give us
victory over the disbelieving people.”(z)

A similar Prophet’s “ narration indicates the abrogation of this law which was observed by the
previous nations.

Abu Hurairah :2. narrated that the Prophet = said: “Allah has overlooked for my nation that

which an individual thinks of inwardly, and utters to himself, so long as he does not act upon it, or
speak with it.”®

Ibn Ishaq's == account explains the event that led to the concluding supplication of Surah Al-
Imran in the Qur’an. A Jewish Rabbi named Finhas insulted Allah &%\ and falsely attributed

poverty to Him, which provoked Abu Bakr :£: to hit him in anger. Finhas then complained to

Prophet Muhammad =, who questioned Abu Bakr ;£ and revealed the verses that come before the
supplication.

(1) Sahih Muslim #125
(2) Qur’an (285-286)
(3) Sahih Al-Bukhari # (5269) and Sahih Muslim # (127)
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These verses invite reflection on Allah's 15422 sovereignty and power over all things,
emphasizing that enrichment and impoverishment are solely in His control. Additionally, the verses
refute the Jews' false claim that Allah 5%\ is poor and they are rich, declaring anyone who

9
-
T\ o8

attributes poverty to Allah &%= as a liar and slanderer.

The following supplication urges people to acknowledge Allah's /&%=, dominion over the
heavens and earth, seek His guidance, and ask for His forgiveness. This supplication concludes
Surah Al-Imran, emphasizing the significance of submitting to Allah's &%= will and seeking
His guidance and forgiveness.

Ibn Ishaq i said that according to lbn Abbas :2., the following incident occasioned the

following statement uttered by A Jewish Rabi named Finhas."” Allah AEnls said:
[181:0 e Susu] (A 25 a8 1 8|16 1 T340 56
“Surely Allah has heard the saying of those who said: *Allah is poor and we are rich..."””"”)

Ibn Abbas £ said that Abu Bakr % visited a group of Jews who were learning lessons from
their Rabi Finhas. Abu Bakr 2 reminded his acquaintance Finhas to fear Allah &%= and
accept Islam since he knew at heart that Muhammad ** is Allah’s 5%\ Messenger according to

their scripture. However, Finhas replied arrogantly by insulting Allah 15,4 and attributing
poverty to Him. Abu Bakr 2 got angry at these words and hit him in the face. Finhas complained
to the Prophet = about Abu Bakr’s i transgression. The Prophet *= interrogated Abu Bakr i,

o

seeking the reason why he did that, mentioning Finhas’s false allegation against Allah ;%02
However, Finhas completely denied that he had said the things Abu Bakr 2 was alleging.

Consequently, Allah 1% =2 revealed the following group of verses that preceded Surah Al-
Imran's ending supplication. Allah 1555\ said:

A B AR I
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“Indeed, Allah has heard the statement of those (ngvs) who say: Truly, Allah is poor and we
are rich!”

(1) Ibn Jarir, Razi, Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Kathir quoted that As-Suddi, and Mujahid have also confirmed that the Abu
Bakr’s and Finhas’s exchange was the cause of the Revelation of these verses.

(2) Qur’an (3:189)

(3) Qur’an (3:181)
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Allah 15522 further said: referring to what Abu Bakr ;2 had heard from Finhas:

[186:01 0 di 5.5e] (o8 STTEN Dl 505 (et on LA Gl 60 225
“And you shall certainly hear much that will grieve you from those who received the
Scripture before you (Jews and Christians) and from those who ascribe partners to Allah.”®

Following the call to ponder Allah's &=, sovereignty, power, and dominion, the
subsequent verses introduce a beautiful supplication. These verses also clarify that Allah 155022
is the Creator, Sovereign, Ruler, and Disposer of the universe according to His will. No one can
stop His will and decree; only He has control over-enrichment and impoverishment. He holds the
reins of all matters in His hand, and there is no partner or equal to Him.
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“And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and Allah has power over
all things. * Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of
night and day, there are indeed signs for men of understanding.””

In reference to the occasion of these two above verses, in them a response to the Jews, who
said:

»
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“Those (Jews) who say: "Truly, Allah is poor and we are rich!”®

The verses convey a message to the people to reflect on Allah's &%= creation of the
heavens and the earth, which sustains them. The night and day alternation is also a sign of Allah's
A% power and control. The verses clarify that whoever attributes poverty to Allah &%
while He is rich is a liar and slanderer. Someone can't be genuinely wealthy if their sustenance is
ultimately in someone else's hands. Therefore, the people are urged to use their intellect and ponder

these truths.

(1) Qur’an (3:186)
(2) Qur’an (3:189-190)
(3) Qur’an (3:181)
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The Coherence of Endings and Higher Aims in Surah Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran

The endings of both Surah Al-Bagarah and Surah Al-Imran are coherent with their respective
higher aims (Magasid). The final verse of Surah Al-Bagarah emphasizes the importance of attesting
to the six Pillars of Faith (Arkan Al-Iman) and complying with Allah's &%= and the
Messenger's = instructions, as embodied by the believers' belief in Allah &%\, His Angels, His
Books, and His Messengers. The verse also emphasizes the believers' commitment to hearing and

S

obeying Allah's 54222 commands and seeking His forgiveness. Allah 5% =2 said:
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“The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord,
and (so do) the believers. Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and His
Messengers. They say, ""We make no distinction between one another of His Messengers"*
and they say, ""We hear, and we obey. (We seek) Your Forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is
the return (of all).”®

This verse, which concludes Surah Al-Bagarah, emphasizes the importance of belief in the six
Pillars of Faith (Arkan Al-Iman) and the unity of all Messengers of Allah . It highlights the fact
that the Messenger Muhammad = and the believers all believe in Allah J\:j?{\aw, His Angels, His
Books, and His Messengers.

Furthermore, the verse stresses that believers do not distinguish between the Messengers and
their teachings, indicating that all Messengers came with the same fundamental message of belief in

T\ L7~

and worship of Allah &% 2. Finally, the verse also emphasizes the believers' commitment to
hearing and obeying Allah's /&%= commands and seeking His forgiveness, as ultimately,

P

everything returns to Allah 15552,

On the other hand, the concluding verse of Surah Al-Imran urges believers to endure and be

patient, guard their territory, and fear Allah 15,42, This verse reiterates the essential quality of
steadfastness and warns against actions that can nullify it, such as harboring doubts and answering
the calls of whims and desires (shahawaat). The verse encourages believers to remain resolute and
unwavering in their attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance (Ingiyad) with Allah's (&%

S P

commands. Allah 15555\ said:

(1) Qur’an (2:285)
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“0 you who believe! Endure and be more patient (than your enemy) and guard your territory
by stationing army units permanently at the places from where the enemy can attack you,
and fear Allah, so that you may be successful.”™”

This verse concludes Surah Al-Imran and offers practical guidance to believers in times of
conflict. It urges believers to be patient and steadfast in the face of adversity, particularly in
situations where enemies may attack them. The verse emphasizes the importance of guarding one's
territory and preparing for potential attacks by stationing army units strategically.

Furthermore, the verse emphasizes the importance of fearing Allah &%= in all
circumstances, which can lead to success. This success can be interpreted as material success in

worldly matters and in the hereafter. Therefore, by following Allah's &%=, commands and
remaining steadfast in times of difficulty, believers can succeed in this life and the hereafter.

Overall, this verse serves as a reminder for believers to remain steadfast in the face of
adversity, to take practical steps to protect themselves and their communities, and to maintain a
deep reverence for Allah &%\ in all aspects of their lives.

Reflecting on Muslim Responsibilities and Status: Exploring the Twins Chapters Al-Baqarah,
and Al-Imran

Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran outline the duties and responsibilities of Muslims and the rewards
and ranks that awaits them in the hereafter. The chapters emphasize the importance of faith and
belief in Allah 5%\, obedience to Allah 15552 and His Messenger 5, and striving for
justice and righteousness in all aspects of life. In addition, Muslims are encouraged to promote
peace and harmony in the world and to spread the message of Islam.

In Al-Bagarah, Muslims are regarded as the "Middle Nation" and appointed to witness
humanity in this world and the hereafter. They are reminded to stay steadfast in their faith and trust
Allah's 5% =2 guidance. Allah 155422 said:
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(1) Qur’an (3:200)
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“Thus, We have made you [true Muslims - real believers of Islamic monotheism (Tawheed),
true followers of Prophet Muhammad and his Sunnah (legal ways)], a Wasat (just) (and the
best) nation, that you be witnesses over mankind and the Messenger (Muhammad) be a
witness over you. And We made the Qiblah (Salah direction towards Jerusalem) which you
used to face, only to test those who followed the Messenger (Muhammad) from those who
would turn on their heels (i.e., disobey the Messenger). Indeed, it was great (heavy) except for
those whom Allah guided. And Allah would never make your faith (Salawat) to be lost (i.e.,
your Salahs offered towards Jerusalem). Truly, Allah is full of kindness, the Most Merciful
towards mankind.”®

This verse from Surah Al-Bagarah emphasizes the responsibility of Muslims to be just and
witness to mankind. Allah 54222 has chosen and made them the best nation and entrusted them

with the duty of being witnesses to the truth of Islamic monotheism (Tawheed) and the teachings of
the Prophet Muhammad .

The verse reminds Muslims of the test they faced when the Qiblah (Salah direction) was
changed from Jerusalem to the Ka’bah in Makkah. This test was to distinguish those who were true
believers and followers of the Prophet == from those who would turn away from his message. By
fulfilling their responsibilities and striving for righteousness, Muslims can attain the rewards Allah
J&5%s promises, such as His guidance and mercy, and success in this life and the hereafter.

In Al-Imran, Muslims are described as the "Best Nation" if they fulfill their duties of enjoining
good, forbidding evil, and believing in Allah 15;%\=.. In addition, they are urged to work for the

L\ oo 8

greater good and promote Islam's values. Allah 15556222 said:
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“You [real believers of Islamic monotheism (Tawheed), and real followers of Prophet
Muhammad and his Sunnah (legal ways, etc.)] are the best of peoples ever raised up for
mankind; you enjoin Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic monotheism (Tawheed) and all that Islam has
ordained) and forbid Al-Munkar (polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden), and
you believe in Allah. And had the People of the Book believed, it would have been better for
them; among them are some who have faith (Iman), but most of them are Al-
Fasiqun (disobedient to Allah—and rebellious against Allah's Command).”"”

(1) Qur’an (2:143)
(2) Qur’an (3:110)
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In Al-Imran, Muslims are described as the "Best Nation™ if they fulfill their duties of enjoining
good, forbidding evil, and believing in Allah /&%=, In addition, they are urged to work for the
greater good and promote Islam's values.

This verse emphasizes the elevated status of true believers of Islam, considered the best of
people ever raised for mankind. This high status is due to their steadfast belief in the Oneness of

<

Allah 15522 (Tawheed), adherence to the teachings of Prophet Muhammad = and his Sunnah,
and commitment to enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong.

Overall, these chapters serve as a reminder to Muslims of their responsibilities to Allah
A% and humanity. They emphasize the importance of living a righteous and virtuous life and

working for the greater good. The rewards and ranks that await Muslims in the hereafter serve as
motivation to strive for excellence in this life and to follow the teachings of Islam.

The Overlapping Themes in the Twin Chapters

Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran chapters of the Qur'an share similar themes and employ comparable
rhetorical methods in discussing some topics, and in some cases, their subjects are almost identical.
Some examples of these similar themes and topics are as follows:

The People of the Book in the Twin Chapters: A Cautionary Tale for Muslims

The Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran chapters of the Qur'an discuss the People of the Book, which
refers to Jews and Christians. The Qur'an recognizes the Torah, Zabur, and Injeel as Sacred Books
and states that Allah 1555\ revealed these Books to earlier Prophets and Messengers. While the

Qur'an acknowledges that these Books contain elements of truth, it asserts that they have been
corrupted over time. In contrast, the Qur'an is considered the only uncorrupted and authentic
scripture.

The Qur'an contains references to earlier Prophets and their messages, such as Adam i,
Nuh =22 (Noah), Ibrahim =zt (Abraham), Musa =i (Moses), and Isa ==t (Jesus). However, it
emphasizes that the final message and guidance for humanity was revealed through the Prophet
Muhammad ** and recorded in the Qur'an. Therefore, the Qur'an is Allah's &%\ last and
complete Revelation to humanity, superseding all previous Divine Books.

The Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran chapters of the Qur'an regard the People of the Book as a
cautionary tale for Muslims. Despite being chosen and honored by Allah /&%=, the Children of
Israel and the People of the Book have strayed from the genuine messages of Allah &%z,
Furthermore, Allah &%= points out that their fear of losing religious authority and status

deterred them from following the final Messenger, who came as a confirmation of their Books.
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Therefore, Allah &%\ cautions Muslims not to follow in their footsteps if they want to succeed

9
-

in fulfilling their appointed duties.

Al-Bagarah focuses on issues associated with the Jewish branch of the People of the Book, or
the Children of Israel. On the other hand, Al-Imran addresses issues and beliefs related to the
Christian extension of the People of the Book. Both chapters employ similar rhetorical techniques
in discussing these topics, emphasizing the importance of adhering to the guidance provided in the
Qur'an.

In conclusion, the Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran chapters of the Qur'an guide Muslims in
approaching and understanding the People of the Book. By cautioning Muslims against following
their footsteps, Allah 1\5:%\=. emphasizes the importance of following the final guidance in the
Qur'an, which is considered the final and complete Revelation to humanity.

The Twin Chapters: Muslims Are to Expect Tests in Conveying the Message of Islam

Every Muslim must convey the message of Islam and invite people to believe in monotheism
(Tawheed). However, this task can be challenging, and Muslims are expected to face various trials
and difficulties. The Qur'an mentions several times that Prophets and Messengers of Allah

T\ “oe 87

JG%le faced challenges and opposition when they conveyed their message to their communities.

Therefore, Muslims are encouraged to trust Allah's /5% plan, remain steadfast in their faith,
and share the message of Islam with wisdom, kindness, and patience.

The community of monotheism and witnessing is appointed by Allah /15552 to be witnesses
to humanity. They must expect harm from opposing groups amongst the disbelievers, hypocrites,
and People of the Book. Allah &%\ prepares them to anticipate tests, trials, tribulations, and
severe hardships in this world, employing two different styles — informal and rhetorical.

In the informal style, Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran chapters of the Qur'an state that Muslims will

be tested with fear, hunger, loss of wealth, and lives. However, they are encouraged to remain
patient and steadfast and will be rewarded for their efforts. Allah 1555\ said:

=z
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“And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives and
fruits, but give glad tidings to As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.).”"")

Allah 1555622 said:

(1) Qur’an (2:155)
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“You shall certainly be tried and tested in your wealth and properties and in your personal
selves, and you shall certainly hear much that will grieve you from those who received the
Scripture before you (Jews and Christians) and from those who ascribe partners to Allah, but
if you persevere patiently, and become Al-Muttaqun (the pious - see V.2:2) then verily, that
will be a determining factor in all affairs, and that is from the great matters, [which you must
hold on with all your efforts].”"

In the rhetorical style, Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran chapters of the Qur'an use rhetorical
questions to emphasize the importance of tests and trials on the path to Paradise. Allah G55
said:
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“QOr think you that you will enter Paradise without such (trials) as came to those who passed

away before you? They were afflicted with severe poverty and ailments and were so shaken

that even the Messenger and those who believed along with him said: **When (will come) the
Help of Allah?"* Yes! Certainly, the Help of Allah is near!””)

Allah 1&%2 2 said:
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“Do you think that you will enter Paradise before Allah tests those of you who fought (in His
Cause) and (also) tests those who are As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.)?”"

The chapters remind Muslims that they will be tested in their wealth, properties, and personal
selves, and they will hear much that will grieve them from those who received the Scripture before

them and those who ascribe partners to Allah 1552\, Nevertheless, Muslims are encouraged to
persevere patiently and become pious, and this will be a determining factor in all affairs.

(1) Qur’an (3:186)
(2) Qur’an (2:214)
(3) Qur’an (3:142)
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In conclusion, Muslims are expected to face tests and trials when conveying the message of
Islam. Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran chapters of the Qur'an remind Muslims that they will be tested in
their wealth, properties, and personal selves. However, they are encouraged to remain patient and
steadfast, trust Allah's 5%\ plan, and persevere to become pious.

Rejecting Usury (Riba) in Islam: Similar Warnings in The Twin Chapters

Usury or Riba is a practice condemned in Islam due to its damaging consequences on
individuals and society. Riba refers to the charging or receiving of interest on loans or debts. The
Islamic belief is that it is exploitative and unjust, therefore, considered a major sin. In several
verses, the Qur'an emphasizes the prohibition of usury (Riba), highlighting the importance of fair
and just economic transactions between people.

Islamic law has prohibited the charging or receiving interest on loans and instead encourages
alternative financing arrangements based on risk-sharing and profit-sharing. This aims to promote
fairness and justice in economic transactions and protect people from debt and exploitation harms.
It is also seen as a way to promote social and economic equality by encouraging the sharing of risks
and benefits among all members of society.

Both chapters of Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran condemn and highlight the dangers of usury (Riba)
and its devastating consequences. The community of monotheism and witnessing must reject usury
as it promotes injustice, creates poverty, and is a primary cause for a more significant divide
between the rich and poor in society.

In Al-Bagarah, Allah [15;%\=. warns against usury (Riba) and its consequences by saying,
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“0 you who believe! Be afraid of Allah and give up what remains (due to }/ou)
from Riba (usury) (from now onward), if you are (really) believers.”"

The above verse calls believers to avoid engaging in usury or interest-based transactions,
considered a form of exploitation and injustice in Islam. The verse emphasizes the importance of
fearing Allah [15:%\=2 and giving up any remaining usury, urging believers to do so if they
genuinely believe. Furthermore, it serves as a reminder that engaging in such practices goes against
the principles of fairness and justice in economic transactions and may have negative consequences

in this life and the hereafter.

(1) Qur’an (2:278)
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In Al-Imran, Allah 15422 warns believers to "Eat not Riba (usury) doubled and multiplied,
but fear Allah that you may be successful.” The warning here is to avoid the practice of usury,
which involves charging an excessive amount of interest on loans, thus exploiting the borrower.
Allah J&5%2 2 said:
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“0 you who believe! Eat not Riba (usury) doubled and multiplied, but fear Allah that you
may be successful.”™

The above verse from Surah Al-Imran warns believers against engaging in usury or interest-
based transactions, which are considered a form of exploitation and injustice in Islam. The verse
encourages believers to fear Allah [5;%=22, and avoid such practices in order to attain success. This
warning against usury was revealed earlier in the Qur’an than the warning in Surah Al-Bagarah,
demonstrating the gradual nature of the Revelation of Islamic teachings and the importance of

addressing societal issues in a gradual and measured way.

In conclusion, both chapters of Al-Bagarah and Al-Imran warn Muslims against engaging in
usury (Riba). The Qur'an emphasizes the importance of fair and just economic transactions between
people and highlights the need to promote social and economic equality. As a community, Muslims
must reject usury and seek lawful ways of conducting financial transactions based on fairness and
justice.

The Twin Chapters Confirm the Martyrs are Alive in Paradise

In Islam, martyrs (Shuhadah) are highly regarded and promised a place in Paradise.
Furthermore, the Qur'an mentions their rewards, including forgiveness of sins, a high status with
Allah 5%\, and eternal bliss. However, martyrdom is not about seeking death or violence but
standing up for one's faith and principles. Both chapters confirm that martyrs are alive and happy in
Paradise, emphasizing the belief in the hereafter and offering consolation to their loved ones.
Therefore, striving for peace and justice while remaining steadfast in faith is essential. Allah
A& said:
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“And say not of those who are killed in the Way of Allah, " They are dead."” Nay, they are
living, but you perceive (it) not.””

(1) Qur’an (3:130)
(2) Qur’an (2:154)
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The above verse from Surah Al-Bagarah confirms the belief in the eternal life of martyrs who
died while fighting for the sake of Allah %22, It emphasizes that although they may appear to
have physically died, they are very much alive in the hereafter and enjoying the blessings of
Paradise. The verse also warns against making assumptions about the status of the martyrs and
urges people not to consider them dead, as they have been blessed with eternal life in the company
of Allah &%\, This belief in the eternal life of martyrs serves as a source of inspiration and
encouragement for Muslims to remain steadfast in their faith and to stand up for what is just and

right, even in the face of adversity and danger. Allah &% 222 said:
[169:00 00 01 8u9m] {5573 135 S H0R J 6200 1y U H.01 50245

“Think not of those who are killed in the Way of Allah as dead. Nay, they are alive, with their
Lord, and they have provision.”""

The above verse emphasizes that martyrs are not dead but alive in the presence of Allah
A% with a special status and provision. The verse reminds believers not to think of those who
have died while fighting for the cause of Allah 15%=2. as dead but to remember that they have
been blessed with a special place in the hereafter.

To reiterate, martyrdom in Islam is not about seeking death or engaging in violence but
standing up for one's faith and principles even in the face of danger and adversity and sacrificing
oneself for the greater good. This verse helps to reinforce the idea that the sacrifice of these
individuals is not in vain and that their memory should serve as a source of inspiration for future
generations.

Confirmation of Islam as the Only True Religion in the Twin Chapters

Islam is affirmed as the only true religion in both Surahs. Allah's &%\ final and complete
Revelation to humanity is Islam, which contains guidance for all aspects of life. Muslims are
instructed to treat people of other faiths with respect and kindness and engage in peaceful dialogue,
but they must also firmly believe that they possess the truth. The community of monotheism &
witnessing must share the message of Islam with others to guide them toward the truth. Both
chapters reinforce this message and emphasize the importance of remaining steadfast in this belief.
Allah 1G22 said:
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(1) Qur’an (3:169)
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“So, if they believe in the like of that which you believe, then they are rightly guided, but if
they turn away, then they are only in opposition. So, Allah will suffice you against them. And
He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.”™

The above verse states that if people believe in the same things the believers do, they are
rightly guided. However, if they turn away, they are only opposing the believers. Allah (5422
assures the believers that He will suffice them against those who oppose them. This verse
highlights the importance of belief in guiding people to the right path and the reassurance that Allah
A%\ is the ultimate protector and provider for believers. Allah 15422 said:
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“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him, and in the
hereafter, he will be one of the losers.””

The above verse emphasizes Islam's exclusivity as Allah's 155422 only accepted religion. It

warns that those who seek other religions will not have their beliefs accepted and will face the
consequences in the hereafter. It highlights the importance of accepting Islam as the path to
salvation and success in this life and the next.

Likewise, Abu Hurairah :£2 reported that the Messenger of Allah = said: “By the one in whose

hand is the soul of Muhammad, there is no one who hears of me from this nation of Jews and
Christians(, )and then dies without believing in my message but that he will be a companion of the
Hellfire.”®

Recitation in Fajr: Prophet’s £ Occasional Recitation of Verses from the Twin Chapters

The Prophet == would occasionally recite one verse from each Surah in the two voluntary units
preceding the morning Salah (Fajr). For example, in the first unit, he recited a verse from Al-
Bagarah calling for attestation (Tasdeeq), and in the second unit, he recited a verse from Al-Imran
urging steadfastness.

Ibn Abbas 2. narrated that the Messenger of Allah = used to recite during the two voluntary
units of morning Salah (Fajr), the following verse from Al-Bagarah in the first unit:

(1) Qur’an (2:137)
(2) Qur’an (3:85)
(3) Sahih Muslim 153
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“Say (O Muslims), ""We believe in Allah and that which has been sent down to us and that
which has been sent down to Ibrahim (Abraham), Ismail (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya'qub
(Jacob), and to Al-Asbat [the twelve sons of Ya'qub (Jacob)], and that which has been given to
Musa (Moses) and Isa (Jesus), and that which has been given to the Prophets from their Lord.
We make no distinction between any of them, and to Him we have submitted (in Islam).”®

And the following verse from Al-Imran in the second unit;*’
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“Then when Isa (Jesus) came to know of their disbelief, he said: ""Who will be my helpers in
Allah's Cause?" Al-Hawariun (the disciples) said: *"We are the helpers of Allah; we believe in
Allah, and bear witness that we are Muslims (i.e., we submit to Allah).”

According to another narration,”’ the Prophet # recited in the second unit the following verse
from Surah Al-Imran:
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“Say (O Muhammad): O People of the Book: Come to a word that is just between us and you,

that we worship none but Allah, and that we associate no partners with Him, and that none of

us shall take others as lords besides Allah. Then, if the%/ turn away, say: ""Bear witness that we
are Muslims.”®

These verses emphasize the belief in Allah 5% =2 and His Messengers, the importance of
submitting to Him, and calling for unity and worship of Allah &%= alone.

(1) Qur’an (2:136)
(2) Sahih Muslim
(3) Qur’an (3:52)
(4) Sahih Muslim
(5) Qur’an (3:64)
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Unity and Brotherhood: Understanding The Concept of Ummah

The term "Ummah" in Islam is a concept that refers to the global Ummah, united by their
shared belief in the Oneness of Allah %%\ and the Prophethood of Muhammad . While the

term is often translated as "nation" in English, this doesn't fully capture the linguistic and cultural
nuances of the Arabic word.

The root of "Ummah" is "Amma," which means to go and see. From this root, "Imama" means
to lead, and "Umm™ means mother, source, or origin. Therefore, the term "Ummah" can be defined
as a community of believers united with a joint purpose: to worship Allah /&%= and with a joint
mission to advance the cause of Islam.

The concept of Ummah is rooted in the Qur’an, and the teachings of Prophet Muhammad .
Allah 15522 refers to the Ummah as "Ummatan Wasatan™ (a just community) and as "Khayra
Ummah" (the best community) in the Qur’an. These references highlight the importance of unity
and cooperation among Muslims and their need to establish justice and righteousness.

In the teachings of Prophet Muhammad =, the concept of Ummah is further emphasized, as he
taught that Muslims should love and support one another and be united in their efforts to worship
Allah &%= and do good deeds. He also stressed the importance of brotherhood and solidarity
among Muslims and encouraged them to help and support each other, especially during times of
difficulty and hardship.

The concept of Ummah has played an essential role in the history of Islam, as it has helped to
create a sense of belonging and identity among Muslims and has encouraged them to work together
for the betterment of their communities and the world. It has also been used to promote unity and
cooperation among Muslims and to resist division and sectarianism.

Throughout the Qur'an, the term "Ummah™ is not exclusively used to refer to the followers of
Prophet Muhammad “. Instead, it is also used to refer to other people and their Messengers
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throughout history. Allah 15556222 said:
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“And verily, we have sent among every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger
(proclaiming): Worship Allah (Alone) and avoid (or keep away from) Taghut (all false deities,
etc. i.e., do not worship Taghut besides Allah).”""

(1) Qur’an (16:36)
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The above verse emphasizes that Allah J155%\= has sent Messengers to every community or
nation, regardless of time and place, to remind them to worship Him alone and to reject false
deities. It shows that the concept of Ummah extends beyond the Ummah and highlights the
universal message of monotheism (Tawheed) preached by all the Messengers sent by Allah
JESae.

Allah 155422 often uses the term Ummah to refer to people who have shared common
religious beliefs throughout history.

Allah 15522 often uses the term Ummah to refer to a group of people who share common
religious beliefs throughout history. In the following verse in Surah Al-Anbiya, Allah (&%
named many Prophets and Messengers and their nations. Although they existed at different times
and places, Allah /&= called them one Muslim Ummah. Some examples include Idris =i,
Dhul Kufl #zi&, Nuh =zt (Noah), Ibrahim sz (Abraham), Ismail =it (Ishmael), Musa siice
(Moses), Haroon szt (Aaron), Dawud s:it (David), Sulayman szt (Solomon), Ayub szic
(Job), Yunus #:it (Jonah), Zakariah sz, Yahyah #=i (John), and Isa =i (Jesus). Allah
AEEs said:
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“Truly! This, your Ummah [Shari’ah, or religion (Islamic Monotheism)] is one religion, and |
am your Lord, therefore worship Me (Alone).”""

Ummah, in this context, refers to a community or nation of believers who have shared
common religious beliefs throughout history. It represents the religion of Islam as a collective way

of life that is not limited by time or place. Abdullah Ibn Abbas :£: explained the term Ummah as
monotheism (Tawheed) that united ten generations between Adam =zicc and Nuh #zit (Noah),

who followed pure monotheism (Tawheed). Despite the passage of time, they were still considered
one community by Allah =it due to their adherence to the bounding course of conduct,

monotheism (Tawheed).

Likewise, Abdullah Ibn Abbas . explained the word Ummah to be monotheism (Tawheed)
uniting ten generations, in the following verse:

[213:5 81 5 5] {5005 Tl SO 56

(1) Qur’an (20:92)
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“Humankind was one single Ummah.”™

He said: “Between Adam =it and Nuh (Noah) szt were ten generations, all were upon pure
monotheism (Tawheed).” Yet Allah &k still called them one community because they are
maintaining the bounding course of conduct which is monotheism (Tawheed).”)

In summary, Ummah is an essential part of Islamic theology, emphasizing the unity and
brotherhood of all Muslims and the need for them to work together to establish justice and
righteousness. It is a concept that has helped to create a sense of belonging and identity among
Muslims and has encouraged them to work together for the betterment of their communities and the
world.

Two Types of Ummah: The Dual Mission of the Prophet =
Ummah

The Qur’an emphasizes the role of the Muslim Ummah in calling people to the path of

righteousness, as Allah 55522 says:
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“You are the best nation produced [as an example] for mankind. You enjoin what is right and
forbid what is wrong and believe in Allah.”®

It is important to note that the concept of Ummat-ud-Da'wah is not limited to Muslims only.
Instead, it includes all people who have not yet embraced Islam. The responsibility of the Muslim
Ummah is to convey the message of Islam to humanity most compassionately and effectively.
Allah 1&%2 2 said:
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“Say (O Muhammad): O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah - to
Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth.”
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(1) Qur’an (2:213)
(2) Sahih Al-Bukhari
(3) Qur’an (3:110)
(4) Qur’an (7:158)
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“And We have not sent you (O Muhammad) except as a giver of glad tidings and a warner to
all mankind, but most men know not.”"

Abu Hurairah 2. narrated that the Prophet = said: “Every Prophet was sent to his nation only,
but | have been sent to all mankind.””

Ummat-ul-Istijabah, on the other hand, refers to the community of believers who have
responded to the call of Islam and embraced the faith. These are the Muslims who have accepted
the message of the Prophet = and follow the teachings of Islam. They are the ones who have
entered into a covenant with Allah &35\ to follow His commands and obey His Messenger.

The Qur’an describes the Ummat-ul-Istijabah as the "best Ummah™®® because they believed in
Allah 15552 and submitted to His will. They are the ones who strive to uphold the principles of
justice, compassion, and righteousness in their personal and social lives.

The relationship between Ummat-ud-Da'wah and Ummat-ul-Istijabah is one of
interdependence. The former is responsible for conveying the message of Islam to all of humanity,
while the latter is responsible for implementing that message in their personal and collective lives.

The Prophet = and his companions were the pioneers of Ummat-ul-Istijabah, and it was
through their efforts that Islam spread throughout the Arabian Peninsula and beyond. They faced

numerous challenges and obstacles in their mission, but they persevered with Allah's 155422 help
and the believers' support.

Today, it is the responsibility of Ummat-ul-Istijabah to convey the message of Islam to
humanity with wisdom and compassion and to live their lives according to the principles of Islam.
In conclusion, the two types of Ummah in Islam, Ummat-ud-Da'wah and Ummat-ul-Istijabah,
reflect the Prophet's == and his followers' dual mission.

The Merits and Distinction of the Muslim Ummah

The Qur’an and Sunnah confirm the superiority and distinction of Prophet Muhammad's
Ummah over other former communities. Allah &%\ regarded those who answered the
Prophet's “= call to monotheism (Tawheed) as superior to those who rejected it. Allah (&%
said:

(1) Qur’an (34:28)
(2) Sahih Muslim
(3) Qur’an (3:110)
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“You are the best nation raised up for mankind.”"”

The Prophet = referred to the goodness of his community in his following narration: Mu’adh
bin Jabal 2 narrated that the Prophet “* said: “You are the final of seventy nations, you are the best
and most honored among them to Allah.”®

The status and distinction granted by Allah 15422, to the Ummah of the Prophet *= are not
based on factors such as race, color, or lineage. Instead, this esteemed status is dependent on the
three aforementioned conditions: enjoining good, inviting people to monotheism (Tawheed), and
forbidding evil, starting with the rejection of polytheism. We fulfill these conditions by firmly
attesting (Tasdeeq) and confessing. Allah 5%\ said:
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“You enjoin Al-Ma’ruf and forbid Al-Munkar and believe in Allah.”®

However, it's important to note that the companions of Prophet Muhammad = are the first and
most honored title holders of this elevated status, with other Muslims following their exemplary
standard until the Day of Resurrection.
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“And the first to embrace Islam of the Muhajirun (those who migrated from Makkah to Al-
Madinah) and the Ansar (the citizens of Al-Madinah who helped and gave aid to
the Muhajirun) and also those who followed them exactly (in Faith). Allah is well-pleased
with them as they are well-pleased with Him. He has prepared for them Gardens under which
rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein forever. That is the supreme success.”"”

The above verse from the Qur’an praises the early Ummah of Makkah and Al-Madinah,
including the Muhajirun and Ansar who migrated to Al-Madinah and the believers who followed
them. It highlights their faith, dedication, and sacrifice in embracing Islam and working together to

(1) Qur’an (3:110)
(2) Ahmad, Ibn Majah, Hasan, according to At-Tirmidhi
(3) Qur’an (3:110)
(4) Qur’an (9:100)
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establish a community of believers. The verse also emphasizes Allah's \<5%\= pleasure with these
individuals and their ultimate reward, Paradise. Overall, the verse encourages Muslims to emulate
the virtues of the early community and strive for success in this life and the next. Listed below are a
few advantages of the Ummah: -

The Leading Role of The Ummah in this World and The Hereafter

Allah 155522 granted Prophet Muhammad's “ Ummah a significant honor, which is to hold
the leading role among all previous communities in both this world, and the hereafter. Friday, our
holy day, is privileged above Saturday for the Jews and Sunday for the Christians. Even on the Day
of Judgment, despite being the last nation to appear, Prophet Muhammad's > Ummah will be the
first to be summoned for accountability.

Abu Hurairah 2. narrated that the Prophet = said: “Allah diverted Friday away from the

nations that came before us. So, for Jews was Saturday, and for the Christians was Sunday. Then
Allah turned to us and guided us to Friday. So, Allah made Friday, Saturday, and Sunday (for each
of the nations as a day of Salawat). And those [previous] nations will come after us on the Day of
Resurrection. We were the last nation from the people of the world, but we will be the first of
creation to be judged on the Day of Resurrection before the rest of creation.”™”

The Immunity from Collective Destruction, but not from Sectarian Divisions

s

Prophet Muhammad's “* Ummah will not face collective destruction from Allah G522 due

to disobedience, unlike previous nations destroyed for their defiance. However, they will undergo
trials and tribulations that arise from sectarian divisions.

Khabbab Ibn Al-Aratt :2 narrated that he saw the Messenger “* observing a lengthy Salah, so
people asked him: ‘O Messenger of Allah! You have performed Salah in a manner which you do
not ordinarily perform it.” Allah’s Messenger = said: “Yes, it was a Salah that was filled with hope
and fear. In it, I asked Allah for three things. He granted me two and denied one from me. First, |
asked him that my Ummah not be destroyed by drought. He granted that. | asked him that they not
be overcome by enemies from outside of their ranks. He granted that. And | asked him that some of
them not suffer from the harm of others, and He withheld that.” And in another wording of this
narration, there occurs, “I asked my Lord that my nation does not divide into sects, and differ, and
He withheld from granting that.”®

Promised Entry into Paradise, despite Possible Temporary Stay in Hell

As Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudri i said that Allah’s Messenger = said to him: “O Abu Sa’eed,

(1) Sahih Muslim
(2) Tirmidhi, and An-Nasai
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whoever is pleased with Allah as his Lord, with Islam as his religion and with Muhammad * as his
Prophet, then Paradise is obligated for him.”™

Also, Uthman i reported: The Messenger of Allah = said, “Whoever died truly knowing that
there is no one worthy of worship except Allah will enter Paradise.”)

In another narration by Anas %, the Prophet “* mentioned that even those who have said "La

ilaha illal-lah" (there is no god but Allah) and possess good deeds equivalent to the weight of a
barley grain, wheat grain, or even an atom, will eventually come out of Hell (Fire) and enter
Paradise."®)

The Majority of Inhabitants in Paradise will be from the Ummah of Prophet Muhammad .

The Prophet = gave the glad tidings that two-thirds of the inhabitants of Paradise would be
from his Ummah, which is more than all previous nations combined. This news was conveyed in a
narration where the Prophet = asked his companions if they would be pleased if they were a
quarter, a third, or even half of the people of Paradise. They answered each time affirmatively, and
the Prophet = expressed his hope that they would make up half the people of Paradise."”’

Furthermore, in another narration, Abu Buraidah 2, narrated that the Prophet of Allah = said:

“The people of Paradise are a hundred and twenty rows, eighty of them are from this nation, and
forty are from the rest of the nations.”®

It is important to note that only Muslims will be granted entry into Paradise, and the Ummah
of the Prophet == is compared to the white hair on the hide of a black bull or black hair on the hide
of a red bull among those who commit shirk (associating partners with Allah).

Admittance to Paradise Without Reckoning for Some Members of the Prophet's £ Ummah.

According to several narrations, some members of the Prophet’s “* Ummah will be granted
admission into Paradise without any reckoning or punishment.

Rifa’ah Al-Juhani £ narrated that we returned with Allah’s Messenger = from a journey, and

he said: “My Lord has promised me that seventy thousand of my nation will enter Paradise without
being brought to account.”"”)

(1) Sahih Muslim (1884)

(2) Sahih Muslim 26

(3) Sahih al-Bukhari 7410

(4) Sahih Al-Bukhari, Book 97, Hadith 59
(5) Tirmidhi (2546)

(6) Sahih Al-Bukhari, Book 97, Hadith 159
(7) Ton Majah (4285)
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In another narration reported by Abu Umamah Al-Bahyli 2., the Prophet “ said: “My Lord
has promised me that 70,000 of my Ummah will enter Paradise without accounting and without
being punished. Along with each thousand, another 70,000 will enter, and then three Handfuls of

my Lord.”")
The Unique Gifts Granted to Prophet Muhammad £ and Their Benefits for His Ummah

The Prophet Muhammad “* was given five things that no Prophet before him was given. Jabir
Ibn Abdullah ;2. narrated that the Prophet “ said: “I have been given five things which were not
given to anyone else before me: Allah 5422 made me victorious by awe, from one month’s
journey. The earth has been made for me (and this Ummah) a place for Salah and a place to
perform dry ablution (Tayammum). Therefore, anyone of my Ummah can pray whenever and
wherever the Salah is due. The booty has been made lawful for me, yet it was not lawful for anyone
else before me. | have been given the right of [major] intercession on the Day of Resurrection.
Every Prophet used to be sent to his nation only, but | have been sent to all mankind.”®

These qualities and gifts are not exclusive to the Prophet Muhammad = alone but also benefit
his Ummah. His Ummah has been granted the privilege of praying anywhere on earth and using dry
ablution (Tayammum) to purify when water is not available. The spoils of war have also been made
lawful for his Ummah, but only when they are obtained through lawful means. Moreover, the
Prophet = has been granted the right of intercession on the Day of Resurrection, which will benefit

his Ummah. These gifts serve as a reminder of the honor and status that Allah 5%\ has
bestowed upon the Prophet Muhammad ** and his followers.

The Divine Protection of the Guidance for the Prophet’s 2 Ummah

Protecting Divine guidance from corruption, alteration, editing, or deletion is one of Allah's

A significant blessings bestowed upon the Prophet's 2 Ummah. Allah 15522 has
preserved Revelation in three ways simultaneously: through memorization, writing, and action.

1. Memorization: Muslims worldwide have committed the Qur'an and the Sunnah to memory,
preserving every word, letter, and verse.

2. Written form: Muslims have recorded the entire traditions of the Prophet = in written and
digital formats, ensuring their preservation for generations to come.

3. Action: The preservation of the guidance is further evident in the narration of Thawban 2
who narrated that the Prophet = said: “There will always be a group amongst my Ummah

(1) Ahmad, Tbn Majah, and Tirmidhi
(2) Sahih Al-Bukhari (335)
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who is triumphant upon truth, abandoning them will not harm them, until the order of Allah
;%22 s given, and they will be like that (triumphant).”")

This Divine protection of Hidayah ensures that the guidance of Allah %%\ remains pure
and unadulterated, as it was revealed to the Prophet =2, The Ummah of the Prophet = is blessed to
have the guidance of Allah J1&5%\22 preserved in various ways, and this serves as a reminder of the

e

honor and status bestowed upon them by Allah J&GEs 2.
Easy Deeds with Tremendous Reward

Allah &%= blessed Prophet Muhammad’s ¢ Ummah with the tremendous reward of

simple, easy to perform deeds, where a few deeds take the place of the many deeds the former
communities performed.

oA o
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“The night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is better than a thousand months (i.e., worshiping Allah in
that night is better than worshiping Him a thousand months, i.e., 83 years and 4 months).”?

Conclusion

As highlighted in the previous discussions, the Muslim Ummah community has been blessed
with numerous gifts and qualities. These qualities, such as guaranteed entry into Paradise for
responders to the call of monotheism (Tawheed) in Prophet Muhammad's ** Ummah, admittance to
Paradise without reckoning, and the unique gifts bestowed upon the Prophet Muhammad *, are a
testament to the honor and status that Allah 5422 has bestowed upon the Ummah.

Therefore, Muslims should never feel inferior or defeated psychologically. Instead, they
should hold on to their Muslim identity and find purpose, dignity, self-respect, and meaning
through Islam. Islam offers a comprehensive way of life that guides all aspects of human life,
including spiritual, social, economic, and political aspects. By following the teachings of Islam and
striving to obtain the ultimate reward of Paradise, Muslims can fulfill their purpose in life and attain
success in this world and the hereafter.

Moreover, Muslims must rise to the task of enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil,
as commanded by Allah &%= in the Qur'an. This means promoting goodness, justice, and
righteousness while discouraging and speaking out against evil, oppression, and injustice. By doing

so, Muslims can contribute positively to their societies and fulfill their role as representatives of

(1) Sahih Muslim (1920)
(2) Qur’an (97:3)
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Islam.

In conclusion, Allah 15%=2. has blessed the Muslim Ummah community with numerous
qualities and gifts. Muslims should hold on to their identity as Muslims, find meaning and purpose
in life through Islam, and strive to attain Paradise by following the teachings of Islam. Furthermore,
Muslims must contribute positively to their societies by promoting goodness and discouraging evil.

oxfse
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Surah Al-Bagarah (The Cow)
“Cultivating Effective Witnessing”
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“And thus, we have made you a just nation that you will be witnesses

over the people and the Messenger will be a witness over you...”
Al-Bagarah (2:143)

&.
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Overview
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Surah Al-Bagarah is an extensive and inclusive chapter that addresses various topics.
Nonetheless, its main focus is on developing the qualities of effective witnessing.

Surah Al-Bagarah is the longest and one of the most comprehensive chapters of the Qur'an,
with a total of 286 verses. It was revealed to Prophet Muhammad = in Madinah after the migration
(Hijrah) from Makkah. The chapter covers a broad range of subjects, including belief (Iman),
worship, ethics, law (Figh), history, and social issues. Its comprehensive nature and depth make it a
significant source of guidance and inspiration for Muslims worldwide.

The Surah introduces the distinguishing traits of believers, disbelievers, and hypocrites. It
emphasizes the significance of attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance (Ingiyad) as indispensable
elements of faith (Iman), which the witnesses must firmly uphold. Furthermore, the chapter stresses
the importance of exhibiting patience and perseverance in adversity and trials. Additionally, it
warns against arrogance, disobedience, and hypocrisy and urges believers to seek forgiveness and
repentance from Allah 15022,

The Surah presented Three Tales to the witnesses, intending to impart wisdom through the
experiences of historical narratives. These three stories offer valuable insights into human nature,
the repercussions of disobedience, and the virtues of patience and faith, providing the witnesses
with guidance and inspiration.

The first tale, "Experimental Adam," explores human nature and the consequences of giving in
to curiosity and disobedience. It serves as a warning to the witnesses against blindly following their
impulses without considering the aftermath.

"The Children of Israel,"” the second tale, cautions the witnesses about the dangers of
disobedience and ingratitude. It highlights the importance of expressing gratitude for one's
blessings and following Allah's ;%22 guidance.

The third story, "lbrahim and his Family,” is a model of virtuous behavior, exemplifying the

virtues of patience, persistence, and unwavering faith in Allah 5%\, It provides the witnesses
with inspiration and guidance to follow in their own lives.

The chapter subsequently discusses the appointment of Muslims as witnesses over humanity
and designates a new Qiblah for them, underscoring the distinctiveness of their guidance. Muslims
are instructed not to emulate the practices of other nations, as they have been assigned a unique role
as witnesses to humanity. In essence, Muslims are called upon to be ambassadors of their faith and
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set an example for others to follow.

The Surah begins by unveiling the fundamental principles of Islam, which aim to safeguard
and preserve the five necessities for the welfare of individuals and society. These necessities,
referred to as Al-Daruriyyat Al-Khamsah, encompass protecting religion, life, intellect, progeny,
and property and are deemed indispensable for the well-being and security of individuals and
society. Additionally, Allah &%\ has guided the witnesses on how to uphold these necessities
through attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance (Ingiyad).

The Surah expounds on the tenets of the guidance and the curriculum, delving into various
topics. For example, it emphasizes the significance of adhering to the Prophets and prescribes the
obligatory practices of Salah, fasting, pilgrimage (Hajj), and charity. The chapter also tackles social
issues, such as family dynamics, business ethics, and financial dealings. Furthermore, it guides
legal matters, including marriage, divorce, inheritance, and punishment for criminal offenses.

Surah Al-Bagarah contains several stories, including the narratives of the cow, Prophet
Ibrahim =it (Abraham), and the tyrant, requesting the resurrection of the birds, and Taloot and

T\ o8

Jaloot. However, Allah &%= chose to name the chapter after the story of the cow as it
highlights one of the primary attributes that witnesses must uphold: compliance (Ingiyad) with
Divine commands. The story of the cow teaches the importance of obedience and submission to
Allah's 15522, commands, even if they seem complex or incomprehensible. It serves as a
reminder to the witnesses of the significance of compliance (Ingiyad) in their lives and in upholding
the principles of Islam.

Surah Al-Bagarah is replete with virtues, as stated in various authentic Prophetic narrations. It
contains the greatest verse in the Qur'an, known as the Verse of the Throne (Ayat Al-Kursi), and
reciting the final two verses at night suffices for the reader. The chapter also serves as a means of
seeking Allah's ;%= protection for us, our children, and our homes from the Jinn and devils.
Moreover, it guides humanity in worshiping the Creator, enjoins good and forbids evil, and
provides detailed guidance on governing a peaceful and prosperous society.

The companions of Prophet Muhammad == were well aware of the virtues of this Surah. Umar
Ibn Al-Khattab . spent several years memorizing Surah Al-Bagarah because he wanted to

embody the teachihgs of the Qur'an in his heart, mind, speech, and actions. While every Surah of
the Qur'an possesses some unique and specific virtues, Surah Al-Bagarah is the most profound

Surah of the Qur'an due to the richness of its contents.
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In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah 15422 designates the Ummah as a witness to humanity.

However, due to the many issues discussed in the Surah, analysts have diverged in identifying its
higher aim (Magsid). Some suggest that the primary objective is succession, while others highlight
the qualities of faith (Sifat Al-Mutageen) and the duty of calling others to Islam.

oriise
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Surah Al-Baqgarah’s Roadmap
-—\Ml—-

Overview

Surah Al-Bagarah aims to develop essential qualities in the Ummah as witnesses over
humanity until the Day of Judgment. The chapter is organized into sections with specific verse
numbers and details, serving as a roadmap to achieve this objective. This roadmap can be compared
to a GPS, guiding the reader through the Surah’s structure and helping them understand how the
goal is attained.

Surah Al-Bagarah holds a significant position in the final order of the Mushaf, immediately
following Al-Fatihah by Allah's /15;%\=2, Divine wisdom. This chapter serves as a source of Divine
guidance for Muslims, helping them recognize their identity and mission. One of the primary
messages of this chapter emphasizes the importance of Muslims embodying the qualities of
believers, such as unwavering faith in the unseen (Al-Ghayb) and compliance (Ingiyad) with
Allah's /|54 commands. By upholding these attributes of attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance
(Ingiyad), Muslims can effectively carry out their task as witnesses over humanity and spread the
message of Islam.

Surah Al-Bagarah is a significant chapter in the Qur’an, consisting of 286 verses that cover a
wide range of topics relevant to the Ummah. Surah Al-Bagarah comprises four distinct sections:
featuring two main parts, an introduction and a concluding message, each conveying its unique
purpose and message.

The Introduction of Surah Al-Bagarah: Categorization of Humanity
and Emphasis on Attestation (Tasdeeq) and Compliance (Ingiyad)

Regarding the introduction of Surah Al-Bagarah, which encompasses verses 1-29, it plays a
fundamental role in setting the stage for the rest of the chapter. Additionally, it classifies humanity
into three distinct groups: believers, disbelievers, and hypocrites. To further elaborate on this
categorization of humanity, it is possible to divide the introduction into three separate sections as
follows:

The First Section of the Introduction: Verses 1-20

The first section of the introduction, comprising verses 1-20, discusses the different types of
people in the world. It emphasizes the importance of sincere belief and complying with Allah's
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A% commandments to be among the believers. It divides people into three groups, starting
with the believers, who are described as those who believe in Allah 15422, and the unseen (Al-
Ghayb), establish Salah, and give charity. They are followed by the disbelievers, who reject Allah
A% and His guidance, and the hypocrites, who claim to be believers but do not honestly
believe in their hearts.

The Second Section of the Introduction: Verses 21-25

The second section of the introduction, verses 21-25, is a Divine call to all humanity to choose
the path of the believers and recognize the importance of sincere belief and adherence to Allah's

T\ oz

AE5%s, commandments. Allah's 15:%=2 Divine call to all humanity is to submit to Allah
A% and follow His guidance. Allah 155422 reminds humanity that He created them and
gave them life, and He alone deserves their worship and obedience. This section emphasizes the

importance of recognizing Allah's 15;%=2. authority and submitting to His guidance as the path to
success in this life and the hereafter.

The Third Section of the Introduction: Verses 26-29

The third section of the introduction, covering verses 26-29, guides how to deal with
Revelation. It highlights the importance of seeking Allah's &%=, guidance and avoiding
disbelief and hypocrisy. This section emphasizes that the guidance and knowledge provided by
Allah &%\ are the path to success and encourages individuals to turn to Him for guidance and
support.

In conclusion, the introduction of Surah Al-Bagarah is a crucial foundation for the rest of the
chapter. It categorizes humanity into three types, emphasizes the importance of sincere belief and
adherence to Allah's [15;%\=2. commandments, and encourages individuals to seek Allah's 1G5

guidance and support. Following the guidance in this chapter, Muslims can strive for righteousness
and excellence in their faith and fulfill their role as witnesses over humanity.

Part I: Lessons from the Past — Three Tales for the Appointed
Witnessing Community

Part | of Surah Al-Bagarah, spanning from verses 30-141, presents three narratives as models
for the appointed witnessing community to learn from. These tales serve as examples of
experimental, cautionary, and exemplary stories that guide the community toward the right path.

The First Tale: Verses 30-39

The first tale, recounted in verses 30-39, is the experimental tale of Prophet Adam #zic,
Through his mistakes, Allah /&%= illustrates the dangers of disobedience and the importance of
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humility and repentance. In addition, the story serves as an exemplary model for the community to
avoid falling into the same trap of disobedience and arrogance.

The Second Tale: Verses 40-123

In contrast, the cautionary tale of the Children of Israel spans verses 40-123 and warns of the
consequences of deviating from Allah's /<5422 guidance and the dangers of hypocrisy. Through

this narrative, Allah 5%\, emphasizes the importance of upholding one's covenant with Him
and the severe consequences of breaking it.

The Third Tale: Verses 124-141

Lastly, the exemplary tale of Prophet Ibrahim szic (Abraham) and his family in verses 124-
141 provides a model of steadfastness and faith in adversity. Allah &%\, emphasizes the
importance of trusting in Him and seeking His guidance through the trials and tribulations that

Prophet Ibrahim =it (Abraham) and his family face.

Overall, these three narratives offer invaluable lessons and guidance for the appointed
community to follow, ensuring they stay on the path of righteousness and avoid the pitfalls of
disobedience, hypocrisy, and deviance.

Part I1: Verses 142-283

Section I: Appointment and Roadmap

Part 1l of Surah Al-Bagarah, comprising verses 142-283, focuses on the appointment of the
Ummah as witnesses over mankind. Within this section, Allah %422 reveals the curriculum,
manuscript, guidance, and blueprint that the community must adhere to and promote to other

P v

nations in order to uphold the five necessities and display Allah's l<5%\=2 absolute power.

Introduction of Part Il has three distinct openings

Part 11 of Surah Al-Bagarah commences with an introduction that encompasses verses 142-176
and comprises three distinct openings:

The First Opening: Verses 142-152

It covers the appointment of the Ummah as witnesses over mankind, the significance of the
Qiblah, and the distinctiveness of the Ummah.
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The Second Opening: Verses 153-157

It highlights the inevitability of tests, hardships, trials, and tribulations that the community will
face since the disbelievers and hypocrites will try to hinder their path.

The Third Opening: Verses 158-176

It reminds the community that legislating is Allah's %22 exclusive right, and they must

not transgress against it by appointing partners, following social norms, using intellect, or
concealing Revelations.

Section Il: The Curriculum

After the introduction, Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah provides the curriculum. In Islam,
"curriculum™ refers to the teachings and principles outlined in the Qur’an and the Sunnah to guide
Muslims in all aspects of life. These teachings cover many spiritual, moral, ethical, social, and
economic topics.

According to the Qur’an, the ultimate purpose of human existence is to worship Allah
J&5%22 and lead a righteous life. Therefore, the curriculum aims to guide Muslims to achieve this
objective while maintaining and preserving the five necessities mentioned in Surah Al-Bagarah.

The First Essential is Religion

The first essential is religion, which refers to the faith and beliefs of Muslims. The curriculum
guides the principles of Islamic belief, worship, and spirituality, including the importance of Salah,
fasting, charity, and pilgrimage.

The Second Essential is Life

The second essential is life, which includes preserving human life and protecting individual
and collective security. Therefore, the curriculum emphasizes the sanctity of human life and
prohibits any form of violence, aggression, or harm to others.
The Third Essential is Family

The third essential is family, lineage, honor, and progeny, which refers to the institution of the
family and the importance of maintaining its sanctity and purity. Finally, the curriculum guides
marriage, parenting, and maintaining strong family ties.

The Fourth Essential is Intellect

The fourth essential is intellect, which includes preserving mental health, knowledge, and
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intellectual integrity. The curriculum encourages pursuing knowledge, critical thinking, and
scientific inquiry.

The Fifth Essential is Wealth

The fifth essential is wealth, which includes preserving material resources and economic
stability. Finally, the curriculum guides financial transactions, trade, and the importance of social
justice and equitable distribution of resources.

The curriculum provides a comprehensive framework for Muslims to lead a holistic and
fulfilling life while preserving the five essentials and fulfilling their religious obligations.

Section I11: The Power of Storytelling — Five Tales and Ayatul Kursi

Part 1l of Surah Al-Bagarah presents the various elements of the curriculum and features six
stories that demonstrate Allah's 1\5;%\=. absolute power and might, including the greatest verse of
the Qur’an. These stories offer guidance to the community and remind them that following Islamic
teachings will not compromise their livelihood. The stories include the people fleeing from the
plague, the tale of Taloot (Saul) and Jaloot (Goliath), the story of Uzayr, the account of Prophet
Ibrahim =i (Abraham) and Nimrood, the narrative of Prophet Ibrahim =i (Abraham) and the

birds, and the Qur’an's greatest verse.

Overall, Part 11 of Surah Al-Bagarah serves as a roadmap for the Ummah and emphasizes the

importance of adhering to Allah's &%= guidance and teachings to preserve the five necessities
and showcase His absolute power and might.

The Concluding Message of Surah Al-Bagarah: Upholding Essential
Qualities

The concluding message of Surah Al-Bagarah, spanning from verses 284-286, reinforces the
Surah’s content. It highlights the significance of following the right path to success, as
demonstrated in the stories of Prophet Ibrahim szic (Abraham) and his family. When dealing with

the Revelation, the witnesses must uphold two essential qualities:

e Firstly, Attestation (Tasdeeq) involves bearing witness to Allah 15:%\=2., His Angels, His
Books, and His Messengers.
e Secondly, Compliance (Ingiyad) entails following Allah's /1%, commandments.

e Furthermore, the believers are urged to avoid the ways of those in the cautionary tale who
failed to adhere to the guidance.

The concluding message is delivered through a practical example, emphasizing the importance
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of maintaining these two qualities in all aspects of life. Overall, the final section of Surah Al-

~

oS Ve

Bagarah is a powerful reminder to believers to follow Allah's 1555

path of righteousness.
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Introduction: Verses 1-29

Insights on Faith, Disbelief, and Hypocrisy: Analysis of Qur’anic
Verses on Human Categories, Worship, and Parables

— R

It has three sections as openings: -

1. Understanding the Three Categories of People in the Qur’an: Believers, Disbelievers,
and Hypocrites— Verses 1-20

2. The Significance of Worship in Avoiding Dieblief and Hypocrisy: A Divine Call to
Humanity — Verses 21-25

3. The Parable of the Mosquito: Understanding How Believers, and Disbelievers Deal
with the Revelation — Verses 26-29

1. Understanding the Three Categories of People — Verses 1-20

The Qur’an categorizes people into various categories based on their beliefs, actions, and
intentions, with believers, disbelievers, and hypocrites being the most prominent categories.
Believers are those who have faith in Allah 5%\ and His Messenger “ and strive to follow
Islamic teachings. At the same time, disbelievers reject the message of Islam and refuse to believe
in Allah %%\ and His Messenger . Finally, hypocrites claim to believe in Islam but act in

contradiction to their beliefs.

The Qur’an has entire chapters named after these categories, including Al-Mu'minun, Al-
Munafiqun, and Al-Kafirun. Each category is described in detail in the Qur’an, focusing on their
beliefs, actions, and intentions. The Qur’an encourages believers to strive to be among the righteous
and avoid the path of disbelievers and hypocrites.

The first 20 verses of Surah Al-Bagarah introduce the three main categories of people on earth,
with Group 1 consisting of believers covered in verses 1-5, Group 2 including disbelievers
mentioned in verses 6-7, and Group 3 elaborated on in verses 8-20.

The categorization of mankind in the Qur’an serves as a means for Muslims to learn from the
successes and failures of those before them and strive to become leaders of mankind. Past
experiences also enable Muslims to identify hypocrites and disbelievers and prevent themselves
from repeating their mistakes or imitating their shortcomings.
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Overall, Allah [5;%=2 reminds us that we can choose which category of mankind we belong
to. So instead, we are invited to belong to the ranks of believers.

Understanding Believers and Their Qualities: Verses (1-5)

The successful group, Muslims, must aspire to belong to is the believers. This group benefits
from Revelation and is guided by Allah &%= in the Qur’an. The Revelation (Qur’an and
Prophetic Tradition) consists of two parts that develop a believer: information about the Unseen
(Al-Ghayb) and commandments. Believers attest to the Unseen (Al-Ghayb) and believe in what has
been revealed to Prophet Muhammad “= and what was revealed before him. They comply with the
commandments, establish Salah (Igamat-as-Salah), and give Zakah and charity. They also strive to
avoid delusions and doubts (shubuhaat) that would negate their attestation (Tasdeeq) and

conviction and avoid making lawful (Halal) what Allah <552 made unlawful (Haram) and vice
versa.

PR e o -

[5:3.8:0 3 9] {2 i \eaﬂg\)wwu»&dﬂ\}
“Those are upon [right] guidance from their Lord, and it is those who are the successful.”®"

The above verse from Surah Al-Bagarah highlights the importance of guidance from Allah
JE5%s to achieve success in this life and the hereafter. It emphasizes that those who are rightly
guided are the successful ones. The verse reminds Muslims that the Qur’an and the Prophet's =
teachings are the sources of guidance they should seek to follow to attain success. It also
encourages Muslims to strive towards guidance and avoid deviating from it. Overall, this verse

serves as a reminder of the importance of seeking and following guidance from Allah &%= to
lead a successful life.

Understanding the Disbelievers and Their Trait Verse (6-7)

Group 2 in the Qur’anic categorization, disbelievers, is mentioned in Surah Al-Bagarah, verses
6-7. Disbelief is a result of their choice, even after being shown the miraculous signs of Allah

A, As a consequence of their disbelief, Allah &%\ has sealed their hearts from the
knowledge and benefits of true faith.

Therefore, disbelievers are hostile towards Islam and Muslims, and they can distract believers
from their mission to lead humanity. However, despite their lack of faith in Allah (&%,
disbelievers will be treated better than hypocrites in the hereafter because they were forthright with

(1) Qur’an (2:5)
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their convictions. In contrast, hypocrites held two faces and sought to undermine Islam with secrets
and lies.

Understanding Hypocrites in the Qur’an: The Third Category of People — Verses (8-20)

Group 3 in the Qur’anic categorization comprises hypocrites, and their category is given the
most emphasis, with verses 8-20 dedicated to their description. These verses are essential for
understanding the nature of hypocrisy and recognizing it in others. Still, they should not be used for

T\ o8

judgment, as only Allah &%= can judge true hypocrites.

Duplicity resides in the heart and can be pervasive even in broad daylight. The descriptions in
these verses protect believers and help keep them steadfast on the straight path. Hypocrites claim to

-

believe in Allah [5;%\222 and the Last Day but are not true believers.

They have diseases in their hearts, and Allah J15:%\= has increased their disease due to their
lying. They mock those who believe and associate with those who do evil, but when they are alone
with their evil ones, they say they are with them. They claim to be reformers but are, in fact,
corrupters. Allah 5% =2 confirms in verse 16 that their trade is profitless as they have chosen
error over guidance.

2. The Divine Call to Humanity — Verses 21-25

Allah &%\ is making a Divine Call to Humanity. Surah Al-Bagarah categorizes humanity
into three groups — believers, disbelievers, and hypocrites — and emphasizes the importance of
belonging to the group of believers. In addition, Allah [5;%= . urges Muslims to demonstrate
qualities of piety and righteousness to become effective witnesses to mankind.

Islam regards worship as a fundamental aspect, and Allah &%=, emphasizes its
significance in protecting against disbelief and hypocrisy. By worship, Muslims are reminded of
Allah's &%=, magnificence and compassion, which purify their hearts and minds, leading to a
stronger relationship with Allah 1554222, Worship helps Muslims remain focused on their ultimate

purpose: to worship Allah &%= and follow His commandments, avoiding disbelief and
hypocrisy.

Allah &%\ asserts His right to be worshiped alone, being the Creator and Provider of

humanity's physical and spiritual needs. Allah 1%\ sustains the body and soul, guiding
humanity through His Revelation and compelling them to call others to worship Him. Worship
serves as a means for Muslims to remain on the straight path and avoid straying toward disbelief or
hypocrisy.
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Moreover, Allah 154222 has provided provisions for our physical and spiritual needs. The
earth is created as a place of settlement and sustenance, and rain is sent down to grow crops and

fruits that provide sustenance for our bodies. Similarly, Allah &%\ has provided us with

guidance, reminders, and spiritual nourishment through His Revelation. The Qur’an is a source of
guidance for all humanity and is the only way to nourish our souls.

As believers in Islam, we are constantly reminded of the accountability for our actions and
choices. While Allah 5%\ has given us the freedom to choose, we must also bear the
consequences of our choices. Those who reject faith face punishment in the fire, which men and

stones fuel. However, for those who believe and perform righteous deeds, Allah 5%\ promises
gardens beneath which rivers flow, pure and holy companions, and eternal joy.

In conclusion, Surah Al-Bagarah guides Muslims to lead their lives according to the will of
Allah J&%s. It emphasizes the importance of worshiping Allah [15%\222 alone, being among
the believers, and displaying the attributes of piety and righteousness. Allah ;%22 has provided
us with provisions for our physical and spiritual needs and reminds us of the consequences of our
actions and choices. As Muslims, we have to follow the teachings of Islam and live our lives
according to the will of Allah 5%\, By doing so, we can protect ourselves from disbelief and

hypocrisy and reap the rewards of eternal bliss in the hereafter.

3. The Parable of the Mosquito: Understanding How Believers and
Disbelievers Deal with the Revelation — VVerses 26-29

As Muslims, we are taught to revere and respect Revelation, which includes the Qur’an and
Sunnah. These sources are the primary guidance and inspiration for believers, who reflect upon
them, follow their teachings, act upon their directions, and spread their message. However,

disbelievers who question Revelation are rebuked by Allah /155422, who uses a parable to explain
how believers and disbelievers receive similitudes.

Allah 55422 reminds us that He is not ashamed to use even a mosquito as a parable to guide
us. The parable reveals how believers and disbelievers deal with Revelation. Believers immediately
make attestation (Tasdeeq) to its truth and follow it with conviction and compliance (Ingiyad),
while disbelievers question its relevance.

Allah &% emphasizes the distinct way believers receive these similitudes compared to

hypocrites and disbelievers. He misleads those who reject the truth and guides those who have faith
(Iman). The parable of the mosquito illustrates the believers' position, who see the truth even in the

tiniest creation. They understand that the parable is significant because Allah 5;%=2 has defined
it as such.
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Disbelievers, on the other hand, reject the parable and question Allah's &% =22 wisdom. They
dismiss the relevance of the tiniest creation and belittle its significance. Allah 15:%\=2. poses two
logical questions to disbelievers to justify their disbelief in His existence. First, he reminds them
that they were once lifeless, and He gave them life. He also created everything on earth and made
the seven heavens, which only He, as the All-Knower, can do.

Two final logical questions are posed to those who choose not to believe in Allah’s 1G5\
existence. How do you justify your disbelief in Allah 1555222 Allah (&% said:

[28 584 39 { cAw\/J}/:.;j/_: M/%M réﬁ}hb&‘;ﬁé :&L/\_)jj:i;uuf}

“How can you reject the faith in Allah? Seeing that you were without life, and He gave you
life. Then He will cause you to die and will again bring you to life (on the Day of
Resurrection) and then unto Him you will return.”"")

28 7% o 28 -

[20:5.5) 854 (408 o550 3850055 £ S 0 Iy B GNTR B SIS i)

“He it is Who created for you all that is on earth. Then He Istawa (rose over) towards the
heaven and made them seven heavens and He is the All-Knower of everything.”®

In conclusion, the parable of the mosquito teaches us how believers and disbelievers deal with
Revelation. Believers accept the truth and follow it with conviction and compliance (Ingiyad),
while disbelievers question its relevance and belittle its significance. The parable reminds us that
Allah 15422 uses even the tiniest creation to guide us and that we must revere and respect

Revelation to navigate the challenges and opportunities of life.

oxiRse

(1) Qur’an (2.28)
(2) Qur’an (2:29)
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Part I: Verses 30-141

Lessons from the Past — Three Tales for the Appointed Witnessing
Community

As we reflect on the current state of the Ummabh, it is evident that Muslims can benefit from
the history and experiences of those who came before them in fulfilling their duty to spread the
message to other nations. Therefore, Allah &%= has included many stories in the Qur’an
detailing the experiences of the forefathers, the Prophets, and nations. These stories provide
valuable lessons and warnings for those who seek them, enabling Muslims to learn from the

<

experiences of others and strengthen their faith. Allah %122 said:
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“There was certainly a lesson for those of understanding in their stories. Never was the
Qur'an a narration invented, but a confirmation of what was before it and a detailed
explanation of all things and guidance and mercy for a people who believe.”"”

The above verse in Surah Yusuf highlights the importance of the stories in the Qur’an and
emphasizes that they are not mere fables or myths. Instead, the Qur’an confirms the scriptures that
came before it and provides detailed explanations and guidance for those who seek it.

The stories of the Prophets and nations in the Qur’an are not just historical accounts but also
lessons for those willing to understand them. Allah &%= provides guidance and mercy for
those who believe, and the stories are a means to help believers learn and apply this guidance to

their lives.

By telling the stories of the Prophets, Allah 15542, teaches Muslims about the consequences
of disobedience, the importance of patience, the rewards of faithfulness, and the significance of
seeking forgiveness. The stories also demonstrate how Allah's /15;%\= . mercy and compassion are
limitless, even when we make mistakes and fail to live up to His expectations.

Therefore, Muslims should not only read and understand the stories in the Qur’an but also

strive to apply the lessons to their lives. By doing so, they can draw closer to Allah J&Giks2,
strengthen their faith, and live a more fulfilling life in this world and the hereafter.

(1) Qur’an (12:111)
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Moreover, even though our Messenger = held a lofty position, he learned from the experiences
of his predecessors. This is evident in the following event:

Anas bin Malik 2 narrated that the Messenger of Allah = said "Then | was taken up above
seven heavens and we came to Sidrat-ul-Muntahah, and | was covered with fog. | fell down
prostrate, and it was said to me: '(Indeed) The day | created the heavens and the Earth, I enjoined
upon you and your Ummah fifty Salawat, so establish them, you and your Ummah." | came back to
Ibrahim »=ic (Abraham), and he did not ask me about anything, then I came to Musa (Moses) and

he said: 'How much did your Lord enjoin upon you and your Ummah?' | said: 'Fifty Salawat." He
said: "You will not be able to establish them, neither you nor your Ummah. Go back to your Lord
and ask Him to reduce it." So, | went back to my Lord, and He reduced it by ten. Then | came to
Musa (Moses), and he told me to go back, so | went back, and He reduced it by ten. Then I came to
Musa (Moses), and he told me to go back, so | went back, and He reduced it by ten. Then it was
reduced it by ten. Then it was reduced to five Salawat. He said: 'Go back to you Lord and ask Him
to reduce it, for two Salawat were enjoined upon the Children of Israel but they did not establish
them." So, | went back to my Lord and asked Him to reduce it, but He said: "The day | created the
heavens and the Earth, | enjoined fifty Salawat upon you and your Ummah. Five is for fifty, so
establish them, you and your Ummah.' | knew that this was what Allah the Mighty and Sublime,
had determined, so | went back to Musa (Moses), and he said: 'Go back.' But | knew that it was
what Allah had determined, so I did not go back.""

Roadmap to Part I Lessons from the Past

Part | of Surah Al-Bagarah, spanning from verses 30-141, presents three narratives as models
for the appointed witnessing community to learn from. These tales serve as examples of
experimental, cautionary, and exemplary stories that guide the community toward the right path.

The First Tale

Learning from the Experimental Tale of Prophet Adam szt and Iblis: Lessons on
Obedience, Humility, and Repentance — The first tale, recounted in verses 30-39, is the

experimental tale of Prophet Adam. Through his mistakes, Allah J1&5%222 illustrates the dangers of

disobedience and the importance of humility and repentance. In addition, the story serves as an
exemplary model for the community to avoid falling into the same trap of disobedience and
arrogance.

The Second Tale

Learning from the Cautionary Tale of the Children of Israel: Upholding One's Covenant

(1) Sunan An-Nasa'i 450 Graded as Hasan (fair) according to Al-Albani
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with Allah and Avoiding Questioning the Revelation — In contrast, the cautionary tale of the
Children of Israel spans verses 40-123 and warns of the consequences of deviating from Allah's

A%z guidance and the dangers of hypocrisy. Through this narrative, Allah (&%
emphasizes the importance of upholding one's covenant with Him and the severe consequences of

breaking it.

The Third Tale

Learning from the Exemplary Tale of Prophet Ibrahim ==t (Abraham) and His Family:

-

Trusting in Allah 15%=2. and Demonstrating Steadfastness in Adversity — Lastly, the
exemplary tale of Prophet Ibrahim =zicc (Abraham) and his family in verses 124-141 provides a

model of steadfastness and faith in adversity. Allah 1,422 emphasizes the importance of trusting
in Him and seeking His guidance through the trials and tribulations that he and his family face.

Overall, these three narratives offer invaluable lessons and guidance for the appointed
community to follow, ensuring they stay on the path of righteousness and avoid the pitfalls of
disobedience, hypocrisy, and deviance.

The Experimental Tale of Adam and Iblis — Verses 30-39

The story of Adam =it and Iblis is a well-known and essential narrative in Islamic and

Judeo-Christian traditions. It is mentioned in various chapters of the Qur’an and referenced
throughout as a fundamental lesson for humanity. The story emphasizes the theme of obedience and
submission to Allah's J1%=2 will, and the consequences of disobedience and arrogance, as
exemplified by Iblis' refusal to bow down to Adam =ik,

Allah 1552 creates Adam =z and commands all the Angels, including Iblis,"” to bow
down to Adam ==t as a sign of respect. However, Iblis refuses, claiming that he is superior to
Adam =zt because he was made from fire while Adam st was made from clay. The story is a
powerful reminder of humility, repentance, and seeking forgiveness in our relationship with Allah
Rt

Furthermore, the story of Adam =zi and Iblis teaches us about the consequences of

disobedience and arrogance and the importance of obedience and submission to Allah's 1G4
will. Finally, it provides a cautionary tale for all believers, reminding us to remain humble in our

(1) Iblis is a Jinni. Allah created Jinn from smokeless flame; they possess free will and the ability to choose between
right and wrong, just like humans. They are mentioned in the Qur’an and Islamic tradition as a separate creation
category alongside humans and Angels. Iblis is often called a "Shaytan," a term used for a rebellious or disobedient
Jinn.
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relationship with Allah %% =2 and to seek forgiveness and repentance when we make mistakes.

The Story of Adam =iz and Iblis as a Prototype for Lessons in Faith and Submission

The description of the story of Adam =i and Iblis as a pilot or experimental is not meant to

suggest that the story is a literal scientific or empirical experiment. Instead, the term "pilot” or
"experimental” is used metaphorically to emphasize that the report serves as a prototype or early
version of a lesson being tested and refined through the experiences of the Prophet Adam =it and

Iblis.

Just as an experimental model is used to test new ideas or theories before they are
implemented on a larger scale, the story of Adam =i and Iblis serves as a prototype or model for
the lessons Muslims can learn about obedience, humility, and repentance in their relationship with
Allah 55222, The following two narrations serve as evidence for our interpretation that the story
of Adam =it and Iblis serves as a prototype for beneficial lessons to be learned by later
generations.

The First Narration

Abu Hurairah 2. reported: The Messenger “* said: “The best day on which the sun has risen is

Friday. Adam was created on Friday and on it, he entered Paradise, and on it, he was expelled from
therein. The Hour will not be established but on Friday.”(l)

The narration above highlights the importance of Friday in Islam and the events surrounding
Adam'’s szt creation, entry into Paradise, and subsequent expulsion on that day. The Prophet's
mention of Adam's #zicc ouster as a praiseworthy element of Friday underscores the story's

significance as a valuable lesson for future generations to learn from. This highlights the story of
Adam =i and Iblis as an experimental model or prototype that provides beneficial lessons for

Muslims as they face trials and seek Allah's [5;%=2 forgiveness. The story's portrayal of Adam's
sz expulsion as a trial emphasizes its role in teaching humanity to endure hardships and grow

spiritually.
The Second Narration

As for the second narration, also narrated by Abu Hurairah :.: The Prophet = said: “Adam
and Musa argued with each other. Musa said to Adam. ‘O Adam! You are our father who
disappointed us and turned us out of Paradise.” Then Adam said to him, ‘O Musa! Allah favored
you with His talk (talked to you directly), and He wrote (the Torah) for you with His Own Hand.

(1) Sahth Muslim 854
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Do you blame me for action which Allah had written in my fate forty years before my creation?’
So, Adam confuted Musa.” The Prophet “ added, repeating the statement three times.”™

The second narration by Abu Hurairah :2 in the narration refutes the claims of Al-Jabriyah®
sect that Adam =it justified his sin of eating from the tree by predestination (Al-Qadr). The
narration clarifies that Adam ==t did not use predestination as an excuse for his sin; thus, the
narration does not support Jabriyah's argument.

Adam ==t did not use predestination (Al-Qadr) to excuse his sin; instead, he repented and
sought forgiveness from Allah [5;%=2., who accepted his repentance. It is important to note that
predestination (Al-Qadr) cannot be used to justify present or future sins, as it does not justify going
against Allah's 15;%=. commandments. The story of Adam =i and Iblis is not meant to justify
sin but is a lesson for future generations to learn from.

After using the narrations to establish the significance of the story of Adam =it and Iblis as a
prototype for later generations, we can draw valuable lessons from it.

1. The story highlights the importance of understanding and recognizing the enemy, as Iblis
represents the ultimate adversary of mankind.

2. The Importance of Possessing Worldly and Spiritual Knowledge in the Story of Adam
sk and its Emphasis on Witnesses.

3. The story teaches us how to overcome failure through repentance and seeking forgiveness
from Allah 150,

4. The story warns against the dangers of arrogance and destructive envy, which can lead to
disobedience and a fall from grace.

5. The Power of Prostration in Salah: A lesson learned from the story of Adam =it and

Iblis.

6. The Danger of Justifying One's Sins: Lessons from the attitudes of Iblis and Adam in their
story.

7. Lessons on the Temporary Nature of Life, Divine Guidance, and the Ultimate Goal of
Returning to Paradise: Reflections on the story of Adam ==t and Iblis.

By learning and applying these lessons, the Ummah can fulfill its role as witness and role
model for mankind.

(1) Sahih Al-Bukhari

(2) Jabriyah was an early Islamic philosophical school based on the belief that humans are controlled by predestination,
without having choice or free will. The Jabriyah school originated during the Umayyad dynasty in Basra. The first
representative of this school was Al-Ja'd ibn Dirham (executed in 724).
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The Importance of Recognizing and Resisting the Ultimate Adversary: Lessons from the
Story of Adam stk and Iblis

The story of Adam =it and Iblis teaches us the importance of understanding and recognizing

the enemy. Iblis is the ultimate adversary of mankind, always seeking to lead people astray from
the path of righteousness. We must know his tactics and strategies to defeat the enemy, including
deception, manipulation, and false promises.

Iblis’ willingness to do anything to get humans to sin is evident in his interactions with Adam
szl and Hawwa c (Eve). He used false promises and swore falsely using Allah's JG5ic2
name, ultimately leading them to disobey Allah's &%=, commandments. His actions
demonstrate his determination to lead people astray and his willingness to use any means necessary

to achieve his goals. Allah 5%\ said:

Y > s e £ = e

. 7 G A Pt [ 1L Tt sz A -2y :
[120:48 50m] ({0 J0 ¥ ol AT 5525 o S5 3o L5636 Sl 2ilad) 5505 )

“Then Shaytan (Satan) whispered to him, saying: “O Adam! Shall I lead you to the Tree of
Eternity and to a kingdom that will never waste away?”(l)

Therefore, Muslims are encouraged to seek refuge in Allah &%\ from Shaytan’s (Satan)
evil whispers and to recite Surah Al-Falag and Surah An-Nas as protection. By recognizing
Shaytan’s (Satan) tactics and seeking refuge in Allah 15422, believers can guard themselves

against his deception and stay on the path of righteousness. It is crucial to remain vigilant and resist
Shaytan’s (Satan) temptations to avoid falling into sin.

The Importance of Possessing Worldly and Spiritual Knowledge in the Story of Adam i
and its Emphasis on Witnesses

The story highlights the importance of witnesses who guide humanity toward righteousness by

possessing knowledge of the world. Allah 155522 taught Adam =it the names of all things to
demonstrate the significance of expertise in appointing future leaders. These leaders must have a
deep understanding of the faith and the world, instilling confidence in them. According to the story,
Allah &%\ instructed Adam szt to inform the Angels of the names of all things, which they
could not do without His guidance. This shows that Allah 5%\ is the All-Knower and the All-
Wise, who knows the unseen in the heavens and the earth, including what is concealed and
revealed. Allah /1552, said:

(1) Qur’an (20:120)
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And He taught Adam all the names (of everything), then He showed them to the Angels and
said: “Tell Me the names of these if you are truthful.” They (Angels) said: “Glory be to You,
we have no knowledge except what you have taught us. Verily, it is You, the All-Knower, the
All-Wise.” He said: “O Adam! Inform them of their names,” and when he had informed them
of their names, He said: “Did I not tell you that I know the Unseen (Al-Ghayb) in the heavens
and the earth, and | know what you reveal and what you have been concealing?”"”

Lessons on Repentance, Seeking Forgiveness, and Expiation from the Story of Adam st

The story of Adam =it also teaches us about overcoming failures by seeking forgiveness
from Allah &%\ through repentance. It is emphasized that all the children of Adam i are
prone to sinning and making mistakes, but the best among them are those who acknowledge their
faults and turn back to Allah &%\ in sincere repentance. This is reflected in a narration

reported by Anas ibn Malik 2, who said: The Prophet * said, “All of the children of Adam are

sinners, and the best sinners are those who repent.”®

Additionally, the story highlights that if we do not sin and seek forgiveness, Allah J1&%s2

may remove us and replace us with others who do. Abu Hurairah 2. reported: The Messenger of

Allah = said, “By the One in whose hand is my soul, if you did not sin, Allah would replace you
with p((egt))ple who would sin, and they would seek forgiveness from Allah, and He would forgive
them.”

This underscores the importance of seeking forgiveness to continuously strive toward
righteousness and maintain our connection with Allah 15;%=2.. Furthermore, the story shows that
Allah &% 22 taught Adam s2ic how to seek forgiveness from Him. Allah [1&5%2 2 said:

W) Z e\
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“Then Adam received from his Lord [some] words, and He accepted his repentance. Indeed,

(1) Qur’an (2:31-33)
(2) Sunan al-Tirmidhi 2499 || Grade: Qawi (strong), according to Ibn Hajar
(3) Sahth Muslim 2749
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it is He who is the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful.”"

This highlights the importance of seeking knowledge and guidance from Allah 1555422 in all
matters, including forgiveness and repentance. It also emphasizes that repentance is not just about
words but also about the sincerity of the heart, which is reflected in the actions that follow. By
seeking forgiveness, we acknowledge our shortcomings and demonstrate our commitment to
improving ourselves and staying on the path of righteousness.

In addition, the story of Adam =it teaches us about the concept of expiation, which is the act
of making amends for our sins. Although Allah J15;%\= . may accept our repentance, there may still
be an expiation that needs to be made. For example, in the case of Adam »zii, Allah (&%
accepted his repentance, but he still had to pay an expiation, which was to descend on earth. This
highlights the importance of taking responsibility for our actions and making efforts to rectify the

harm caused by our mistakes. By doing so, we demonstrate our commitment to seeking forgiveness
and making amends for our wrongdoings, which is essential in the path toward righteousness.

Lessons on Humility, Destructive Envy, and Disobedience from the Story of Adam i

The story of Adam =it also warns us about the dangers of arrogance and destructive envy,
which can lead to disobedience and a fall from grace. One of the main lessons we can learn is the
importance of humility and submission to Allah's &%\ Divine Will. Adam demonstrated this
by humbly accepting Allah's 1%\, commandment, while the arrogance and refusal of Iblis to

submit led to his downfall.

Moreover, the story teaches us about the destructive nature of envy and jealousy. Iblis' envy of
Adam's sz position as Allah's 15;%=2 chosen creation led him to disobey Allah's 15652

commandment, and as a result, he was denied Allah's &%=, mercy forever. It is important to
note that envy and jealousy can blind us to blessings and lead us down a destructive path.

Destructive envy was the first sin we know Allah [1\%;%\=2 was disobeyed by, according to the
story. This highlights the gravity of envy and its catastrophic consequences. Therefore, we must be
cautious and strive to cultivate humility and contentment in our hearts, avoiding the path of envy
and jealousy. Doing so can safeguard our faith and avoid the pitfalls of disobedience and sin.

The Power of Prostration in Salah: A Lesson Learned from the Story of Adam ik and Iblis

The story of Adam =it and Iblis offers a crucial lesson about the potency of prostration in
Salah and when reciting verses that require prostration (Sajdah Tilawah), as highlighted in a

(1) Qur’an (2:37)
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narration reported by Abu Hurairah :2., who said: The Messenger of Allah = said, “When the son

of Adam recites a verse of prostration, and he prostrates, Shaytan (Satan) withdraws and weeps and
says: Woe to me! The son of Adam was commanded to prostrate, and he prostrated, so he will go to
Paradise. | was commanded to prostrate and refused, so I will go to Hellfire.”™

In the story, Allah &%= commanded all the Angels to prostrate before Adam #=ik, as a
sign of respect and honor. While all the Angels obeyed Allah's /&%=, commandment, Shaytan
(Satan) refused to prostrate, claiming he was superior to Adam =z, This refusal to prostrate was
an act of disobedience and arrogance on Shaytan’s (Satan) part, and it serves as a reminder for us to
approach Salah with the right mindset, recognizing the significance of prostration as an act of
submission and humility before Allah G552,

Prostration in Salah is a powerful act of devotion and surrender to Allah's 15552 will, and it
is a reminder of our status as His creation and servants. By embracing the power of prostration in
Salah with a pure heart and sincere intention, we can deepen our connection with Allah 1G5
and strengthen our faith. The story of Adam ==t and Iblis teaches us that prostration in Salah is
not just a physical act but a spiritual one, with the potential to purify our souls and bring us closer
to Allah JG5as.

The Danger of Justifying One's Sins: Lessons from the Attitudes of Iblis and Adam =i in
their Story

Justifying one’s sins is a dangerous attitude that can lead to spiritual downfall. In the story of
Adam =zt and Iblis, we see a clear contrast between the perspectives of Adam =it and Iblis

towards their disobedience of Allah's /5%, command.

Upon being asked why he did not bow down to Adam =iz, Iblis immediately justified his
disobedience and made it permissible in his own eyes. He refused to admit his mistake and insisted
on his superiority over Adam =ik, This attitude of justifying one's sins and refusing to accept fault
is a common trap many people fall into. It can lead to the hardening of the heart and a distance from
Allah's 15;%=2. mercy and forgiveness.

On the other hand, upon realizing his disobedience, Adam =i immediately acknowledged
his mistake and admitted that he had sinned. He did not try to justify his actions or make excuses.
Instead, he humbly repented and sought Allah's /%22 forgiveness. This attitude of admitting
one's faults and seeking forgiveness is crucial for spiritual growth and development.

(1) Sahth Muslim 81
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In our lives, reflecting on our actions and attitudes toward our mistakes and sins is essential.
For example, do we try to justify our wrongs and make them permissible in our own eyes, or do we
admit our faults and seek forgiveness from Allah /\&;%\222? By adopting the attitude of humility

L\ o

and repentance, we can grow closer to Allah 15;%=22, and avoid the pitfalls of justifying our sins.

Lessons on the Temporary Nature of Life, Divine Guidance, and the Ultimate Goal of
Returning to Paradise: Reflections on the Story of Adam =iz and Iblis

The story of Adam =it and Iblis emphasizes that our time in this world is temporary, serving

as an expiation for our actions, and we must aim to return to our true home in Paradise. The final
scene summarizes the key messages of the story, depicting how Adam »=it was sent to Earth for

another trial while Iblis remained resolute in his mission to divert humanity from Allah's 1&55 2
commandments. Allah &% said:

2
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“We said: “Go down from it, all of you, and when guidance comes to you from Me.”""

Allah 15% =2 reminded us of our purpose by sending Messengers, calling us to follow His
guidance. Our success leads to Paradise, a place of peace without fear or grief. However, failure
results in eternal punishment in Jahannam with Iblis and his followers. Allah /&% said:
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“Whoever follows My guidance — there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they
i @
grieve.”

If we fail, we join Iblis and his followers in Hell. Allah 155522 said:
A “ < PRV it 1t 2% - /a}ﬂf/._,/a ?//n e %o
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“And those who disbelieve and deny Our signs — those will be companions of the Fire; they
will abide therein eternally.”(3)

(1) Qur’an (2:38)
(2) Qur’an (2:38)
(3) Qur’an (2:39)
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Ibn Al-Qayyim's =iz poem describes how life in this world is a punishment, not a reward, and
highlights the importance of seeking refuge in the Gardens of Eternity. He eloquently expresses that
Paradise is our true home, and we must strive to return to it despite being prisoners in the hands of
our worldly enemies.

And if the whole world should be restricted for you,
And you should not even have a known place to stay.
Then come to Gardens of Eternity,
For they are our first dwelling places, and they contain many pavilions.
We are prisoners in the hands of enemies; do you think,
We shall return to our lands and have peace?

In essence, the story of Adam =it and Iblis urges us to remain steadfast in our devotion to

Allah &%z, follow His commandments, and aspire to return to our eternal home in Paradise. It
also serves as a reminder that our time in this world is limited and fleeting, and our ultimate goal

bt

should be to seek Allah's /%2 pleasure and everlasting reward.

Learning from the Cautionary Tale of the Children of Israel —
Verses 40-123

Introduction

In Islamic theology, People of the Book, or Ahl Al-Kitab, refers to the Jews and Christians. In
the Qur’an, the People of the Book are often presented as examples of what not to do.

The People of the Book are mentioned in the Qur’an as a historical and religious reference
point for Muslims. While the Qur’an acknowledges the shared heritage and beliefs with them, it
also warns against certain practices and beliefs that are considered divergent from the actual
teachings of monotheism (Tawheed) and highlights their shortcomings and mistakes.

For example, the Qur’an criticizes the Jews and Christians for deviating from the actual
teachings of their scriptures, engaging in idolatry, and breaking their covenants with Allah

A%, However, Muslims are warned against falling into the same mistakes and are encouraged
to remain steadfast in their faith (Iman).

In addition, the Qur’an emphasizes the importance of seeking knowledge and understanding. It
encourages Muslims to reflect on the lessons of history, including the experiences of the People of
the Book. By doing so, Muslims can learn from the mistakes of others and avoid making the same
errors.

In this sense, the People of the Book can be seen as a cautionary model for Muslims, as the
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Qur’an emphasizes the importance of adhering to the true teachings of Islam and avoiding practices
that may lead one away from the right path. Furthermore, the Qur’an also highlights the
consequences of straying from the right path in this life and the hereafter.

The mention of the People of the Book in Surah Al-Bagarah warns Muslims to remain
steadfast in their faith and not compromise the two fundamental elements of Revelation. The first
element is an unwavering belief (attestation) in the information about the Unseen (Al-Ghayb),
which is not directly observable through the senses. The second element is to comply (Ingiyaad)
with the commandments without questioning them.

The People of the Book were given Revelations from Allah J155%\=2. but deviated from the
path by doubting the information about the Unseen (Al-Ghayb) and questioning the
commandments. As a result, they became arrogant and disobedient. Therefore, Muslims must
maintain their attestation (Tasdeeq) and conviction of the information about the Unseen (Al-Ghayb)
and remain compliant with Allah's /14222, commands without questioning or doubting them.

Following this path, Muslims can avoid the pitfalls of arrogance and disobedience that befell
the People of the Book. Moreover, it reinforces the importance of having unwavering faith in Allah
A% and His Revelations, which are the source of guidance and direction for Muslims.

In summary, the mention of the People of the Book in Surah Al-Bagarah reminds Muslims to
maintain their faith in the two fundamental elements of the Revelation and avoid compromising
them. Muslims must remain attested and convinced of the information about the Unseen and follow
the commandments without questioning them. By doing so, Muslims can stay on the straight path
and avoid the pitfalls of arrogance and disobedience.

Contextualizing Qur’anic Warnings Against Imitating and Distrust of People of the Book

While The Qur’an often emphasizes the shared heritage and common grounds between
Muslims, Jews, and Christians, such as the shared Prophets and stories. The Qur’an also highlights
the need for peaceful coexistence and mutual respect between people of different faiths, including
the People of the Book, as long as they are non-combatants or helping those who combat against
Muslims.

On the other hand, some verses warn Muslims against the potential harm and animosity that
some members of the People of the Book may have toward Muslims. However, it is essential to
understand these verses in their historical and social context and not to generalize or stereotype all
individuals who belong to the People the Book.

The following verses warn Muslims against imitating the disbelievers, specifically the

Children of Israel, in their speech and actions. They remind Muslims that some People of the Book
do not wish them well, so it is not wise to mimic their behavior. Allah 15422 said:
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“0 you who believe! Say not (to the Messenger Peace be upon him) Ra’ina but
say Unthurna (Do make us understand) and hear. And for the disbelievers there is a painful
torment. (See Verse 4:46).”""

The above verse that warns against mimicking the People of the Book in speech and actions is
significant because it is the first call to believers in the Qur’an in the final order of the Mus’haf not
to mimic the People of the Book. This underscores the importance of the message and highlights its
relevance to the Ummah throughout history.

By placing this call at the beginning of the Qur’anic text, Allah 1&;%\22 emphasizes its
significance and sets the tone for the entire message of the Qur’an. It is a reminder to Muslims that
they should not blindly follow the speech and actions of others, primarily if they are known to be
deceptive or manipulative.

Instead, Muslims are called to maintain their values and beliefs and use straightforward,
truthful, and sincere language. This call serves as a foundation for the Ummah to build upon,
setting a precedent for future generations to uphold this principle and avoid the pitfalls of deception
and manipulation.

The context of the above verse is the warning against imitating the People of the Book in their
speech and actions are related to manipulating language for deceptive purposes. The People of the
Book were known to twist and manipulate language to achieve their ends, leading to
misunderstandings and conflicts.

The term "Ra'ina" can be interpreted as disrespectful, so Muslims are instructed to use the term
"Unthurna" instead, which means "make us understand." This change in language shows respect
towards Prophet Muhammad = and his role as Allah's [55;%\=2. Messenger. Allah 155552 said:

h eazi S5, a2 Gl (:‘a&w,«;;; =il JJUJUSJ“A\Y%,Q\&‘\;,;@KQ;GKKG}
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“Neither those who disbelieve among the People of the Book nor Al-Mushrikun (the

disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah, idolaters, polytheists, pagans, etc.) like that there should
be sent down unto you any good from your Lord. But Allah chooses for His Mercy whom He

(1) Qur’an (2:104)
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wills. And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty.

The above verse from Surah Al-Bagarah highlights the fact that some of the disbelievers
among the People of the Book and the polytheists do not wish for any good to come to the
believers. However, Allah's /%222 mercy is not dependent on the wishes of these disbelievers.
Allah 15522 chooses to bestow His mercy on whomever He wills, and His generosity is
unlimited. The verse serves as a reminder to believers that the disbelief of others should not

L\ oo 8

dishearten them but instead focus on seeking Allah's &%=, mercy and guidance. Allah
AR said:
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“Or do you want to ask your Messenger (Muhammad Peace be upon him) as Musa (Moses)
was asked before (i.e., show us openly our Lord?) And he who changes Faith for disbelief,
verlly, he has gone astray from the right way.”"”

The above verse from Surah Al-Bagarah addresses those who question the Prophet
Muhammad = in the same way that Prophet Musa #=ic (Moses) was challenged before, asking to

see their Lord openly. The verse warns that those who abandon their faith and choose disbelief have
strayed from the right path. The verse serves asa reminder to believers to maintain their faith and
trust in Allah 15522 and His Messenger = and to avoid questioning their faith in a way that

T\ 7587

could lead to disbelief. Allah 15522 said:
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“Many of the People of the Book wish that they could turn you away as disbelievers after you
have believed, out of envy from their ownselves, even after the truth (that Muhammad is
Allah’s Messenger) has become manifest unto them. But forgive and overlook, till Allah

brings His commandment. Verily, Allah can do all things.”"®

The above verse from Surah Al-Bagarah warns Muslims that some people from the People of
the Book (Jews and Christians) may wish to turn them away from their faith out of envy, even after
they have embraced Islam. The verse advises believers to forgive and overlook such behavior until

(1) Qur’an (2:105)
(2) Qur’an (2:108)
(3) Qur’an (2:109)
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Allah 1554222 brings His commandment. This verse emphasizes the importance of patience and

e

forgiveness in the face of hostility and opposition while trusting Allah's &%= ultimate power
and control over everything.

In conclusion, it is crucial to understand the warnings in the Qur'an against imitating and
distrusting the People of the Book in their historical and social context. We should not generalize or
stereotype all individuals who belong to the People of the Book. Instead, we should judge
individuals based on their actions and beliefs, seek guidance from knowledgeable scholars and
teachers, and strive for mutual respect and peaceful coexistence between people of different faiths.

It is a grave mistake to regard the above verses as unrestricted text (Al-Nass Al-Mutlaq) and
foundations and understand them as separate from the Islamic broader ethical principles and values,
which are the basic foundation, origin, and constraining text (Al-Nass Al-Mugayyad). This
approach will lead to mistakenly reaching the wrong conclusion. Instead, we must understand the
above verses and their likes in light of their constraints, such as:
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“Allah does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with those who fought not against you on
account of religion and did not drive you out of your homes. Verily, Allah loves those who
deal with equity. * It is only as regards those who fought against you on account of religion,
and have driven you out of your homes, and helped to drive you out, that Allah forbids you to
befriend them. And whosoever will befriend them, then such are the Zalimun (wrong-doers
those who disobey Allah).”")
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“0O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even though it be
against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, be the rich or poor, Allah is a Better
Protector to both (than you). So, follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest you may avoid
justice, and if you distort your witness or refuse to give it, verily, Allah is Ever Well-
Acquainted with what you do.”"”)

(1) Qur’an (60:8-9)
(2) Qur’an (4:135)
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Hence, we refer the unconstrained texts (Al-Nass Al-Mutlaq) to the restricted (Al-Nass Al-
Mugayyad) that are the Qur’an and Sunnah-derived moral constants since they are among the
mothers of virtues that are never subject to abrogation, as known from the foundations of
jurisprudence (Usul al-Figh).

Above all, the Qur'an emphasizes treating all people with kindness and respect, regardless of
their religious or ethnic background. Following these principles can build bridges of understanding
and cooperation and promote a more harmonious and inclusive society.

Contextualizing the Qur’an's Recognition of Believers Among the People of the Book

The Qur’an recognizes that there were believers among the People of the Book in the past who
believed in Allah 5%\ and followed His commandments. However, it is essential to understand
that these verses are not intended to be applied universally to all People of the Book throughout
history. Therefore, it is crucial to interpret the Qur’an in its historical context and consider its
broader themes and messages. For example, Allah 1555222 said:
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“Indeed, those who believed and those who were Jews or Christians or Sabeans [before
Prophet Muhammad] - those [among them] who believed in Allah and the Last Day and did
righteousness - will have their reward with their Lord, and no fear will there be concerning

them, nor will they grieve.”"

The above verse from Surah Al-Bagarah acknowledges that there were believers among the
People of the Book who Allah 15%=2. will reward in the hereafter for their belief in Allah

A% and righteous deeds. However, it is crucial to understand that this verse and others like it
refer to the period they were revealed and should not be applied universally to all People of the
Book throughout history. Therefore, the context of the verse is crucial to correctly interpreting its

meaning.

A different method of placing the verses that pertain to believers within the People of the Book
into context is to view them through the lens of the Al-Muhkam and Al-Mutashabih aspects of the
Qur’an. According to Allah 155422, the Book contains both straightforward and definitive verses

that serve as its foundation and metaphorical ones. Allah 15422 said:

(1) Qur’an (2:62)
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“He it is Who has sent down to thee the Book: In it are verses basic or fundamental (of
established meaning); they are the foundation of the Book: others are allegorical.”"")

The discussed verse is categorized as one of the Qur’an's ambiguous verses, or Mutashabih.
Therefore, it should be interpreted in light of the clear verses of the Qur’an, or Muhkam. The Al-
Muhkam verses explicitly state that Islam is the true religion in the Sight of Allah J&Es.

Therefore, those seeking other religions will not be accepted in the hereafter. Allah 15422 said:
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“Verily, the religion with Allah is Islam.”"”)

Allah &% said:
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“Whoever desires other than Islam as a religion never will be accepted by him, and in the
hereafter, he will be among the losers.”®)

Abu Hurairah 2. reported: The Messenger of Allah = said: “By the one in whose hand is the

soul of Muhammad no one hears of me from this nation of Jews and Christians and then dies
without believing in my message but that he will be a companion of the Hellfire.”

In today's world, some Muslims may delve into the complexities of the ambiguous verses of
the Qur’an, stretching them to fit the present day. However, this can lead to confusion and discord.
The Qur’an warns against this, emphasizing the importance of seeking knowledge, understanding,

T\ L7~

and reflection to interpret its teachings correctly. Allah 5%\ said:
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“But those in whose hearts is perversity follow the part thereof that is allegorical, seeking

(1) Qur’an (3:7)

(2) Qur’an (3:19)

(3) Qur’an (3:85)

(4) Sahth Muslim # 153
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discord, and searching for its hidden meanings, b(u;[ no one knows its hidden meanings except
Allah.”"

Allah 1G22 said:
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“And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say: We believe in the Book; the whole of
it is from our Lord. And none will grasp the Message except men of understanding.””

Therefore, Muslims must seek knowledge and understanding to interpret the Qur’an accurately
and seek guidance from knowledgeable individuals. It is also crucial to interpret the Qur’an in its
historical context and consider its broader themes and messages to comprehensively understand its
teachings.

The Cautionary Tales and Necessary Qualities for Effective Witnessing in Surah Al-Bagarah

As we previously discussed, Surah Al-Bagarah aims to cultivate in the witnesses the essential
qualities necessary for carrying out their duties effectively. These qualities relate primarily to how
to handle the Revelation of Allah &%\, which consists of two primary categories of
knowledge: matters of the unseen that require belief or attestation (Tasdeeq) and commands to do
and not to do that require compliance (Ingiyad).

For witnesses to be effective, they must first believe in the unseen, which includes Allah's
JE5%s existence, the Angels, the Day of Judgment, and the Divine Revelations. This belief is
fundamental to Islam and is crucial for witnesses to carry out their responsibilities. Surah Al-
Bagarah repeatedly emphasizes the importance of belief in the unseen and the consequences of
disbelief. Allah 1542, emphasizes in verse 2 of the Surah that the Qur'an is a book about which
there is no doubt, and it guides those who believe in the Unseen (Al-Ghayb).

The second category of knowledge that witnesses must handle effectively is the commands to
do and not to do. These commands are outlined in the Qur'an and Sunnah and are essential for
leading a righteous life. To be effective witnesses, individuals must comply with these commands
and avoid prohibited actions. Surah Al-Bagarah provides detailed instructions on various aspects of
Islamic practice, such as Salah, fasting, charity, and Hajj.

Moreover, witnesses must be aware of the consequences of their actions and the potential harm
they may cause to themselves or others if they fail to comply with Allah's &%\ commands. In

(1) Qur’an (3:7)
(2) Qur’an (3:7)
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Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah 15%=2 provides numerous examples of the consequences of
disobedience, such as the story of the Children of Israel, who disobeyed Allah 5%\ and
suffered the consequences.

Allah G522 presents the Children of Israel as a cautionary tale to the witnesses in Surah
Al-Bagarah, reminding them of the consequences of failing to uphold the qualities necessary to
effectively perform their duty of witnessing over mankind. Despite being blessed with numerous
Prophets and Revelations, the Children of Israel failed to fulfill their responsibilities and instead fell
into disobedience and disbelief.

One of the primary qualities necessary for effective witnessing is the ability to handle matters
of the Unseen (Al-Ghayb), which require belief or attestation (Tasdeeq). Despite witnessing
numerous miracles and signs from Allah &%\, the Children of Israel repeatedly fell into
disbelief and rejection of Allah's [5%=. message. They questioned and challenged the

Revelations and Prophets sent to them, failing to uphold the necessary belief and attestation
(Tasdeeq) required to handle matters of the Unseen (Al-Ghayb).

The second quality necessary for effective witnessing is the ability to comply with the

commands of Allah 1%\, whether they are to do or not to do. The Children of Israel, despite
being given clear commands and laws from Allah =%\, repeatedly disobeyed and transgressed

against them. They invented their laws and customs, and even when they knew the truth, they chose
to disregard it and follow their desires.

Therefore, Allah 5%\ presented the Children of Israel as a cautionary tale to the
witnesses, warning them of the consequences of failing to uphold these two necessary qualities.
The Children of Israel's disobedience and disbelief led to their downfall, and they reminded the
witnesses not to adopt their ways.

It is crucial to understand that the cautionary tale of the Children of Israel is not intended to
stereotype or generalize all individuals from that community. Instead, it serves as a warning to all

T\ Ao 82

believers to remain steadfast in their faith and obedience to Allah's <%=, commands, regardless
of their background or community.

In conclusion, Surah Al-Bagarah aims to cultivate the necessary qualities for effective
witnessing, including the ability to handle matters of the Unseen (Al-Ghayb) and comply with
Allah's &%=, commands. The cautionary tale of the Children of Israel serves as a reminder of
the consequences of failing to uphold these qualities and a warning not to follow in their footsteps.
As believers, we must strive to uphold these qualities and seek guidance and forgiveness from

Allah 1%,

9
-/
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How to Avoid the Pitfalls of Attestation — Lessons from the Cautionary Tale

In Islam, there are two primary categories of a Revelation: matters of the Unseen (Al-Ghayb)
and Allah's 15;%\=. commands. Dealing with these two categories requires a believer to have both
attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance (Ingiyad). Attestation (Tasdeeq) refers to the
acknowledgment leading to the certainty of the Unseen (Al-Ghayb), including the six articles of
faith (Arkan Al-Iman), such as the belief in Allah /=%, Angels, the Books, Messengers, the
Day of Judgment, and Predestination (Al-Qadr). Conversely, compliance refers to adhering to the

commands of Allah [1&5%\222, doing what is commanded, and avoiding what is prohibited.

As Muslims, we must learn from the cautionary tale of the People of the Book, who failed in
both attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance (Ingiyad) when dealing with their Revelations. They
requested to see Allah &% believe, insulted the Angels, altered and manipulated their
scriptures, and rejected Prophets and Messengers sent to them. One of their most significant
shortcomings was their lack of belief in the hereafter. They even claimed to be exempt from
punishment, believing themselves to be Allah's 1% children and His favored creation.

T\ Ao 8

However, Allah G422 challenged them to wish for death if they sincerely believed in the
hereafter. Moreover, they distorted Allah's 15;%= . names and attributes, which is the essence of
the four levels of Predestination (Al-Qadr). As a result, they fell into corruption and disbelief due to

o

violating their trust in Allah's 1555\, message and guidance.

Furthermore, the People of the Book failed to comply with Allah's 1%\ commands,
indulging in unlawful practices and behaviors, such as usury and bribery, prohibited in their
scriptures. This was a betrayal of their covenant with Allah &%\ and a clear violation of His
guidance.

As believers, we must strive to learn from their shortcomings and avoid falling into the same

traps. We should firmly believe in the Unseen (Al-Ghayb) and comply with Allah's &5
commands without any doubts or reservations. We must also prevent altering or manipulating the
scriptures and rejecting any Prophets or Messengers sent to us. By upholding attestation (Tasdeeq)
and compliance (Ingiyad) in our dealings with Revelations, we can attain Allah's 1G5k

guidance and blessings in this life and the hereafter.

The consequences of failing in attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance (Ingiyad) in dealing with
Revelations are severe, as evidenced by the cautionary tale of the People of the Book. They fell into
corruption and disbelief, which ultimately led to their downfall. Therefore, the Qur’an warns
believers not to follow in their path and emphasizes the importance of attesting to the truth of
Allah's 155522 Revelations and complying with His commandments to avoid spiritual and moral
corruption.
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Therefore, as Muslims, we should take heed of the failures of the People of the Book and
strive to uphold attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance (Ingiyad) in our dealings with Revelations.

Doing so can strengthen our faith and help us attain Allah's /555222 blessings and guidance in this
life and the hereafter.

In the following sections, we will detail the violations of the People of the Book in some
considerable detail and explore the consequences of failing in attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance
(Ingiyad) in dealing with Revelations.

The Belief in Allah J&%<2: Faith in the Unseen (Al-Ghayb) and Beyond Human
Comprehension

Belief in Allah &%= is fundamental to the Islamic faith. Muslims believe Allah 155622
is the only God, unseen and beyond human comprehension. This belief is based on faith (Iman), a
conviction in something that cannot be seen. Therefore, while we cannot see Allah 1542, we

are encouraged to seek knowledge about Him and His attributes through the Qur'an and the
teachings of the Prophet Muhammad =,

Believing in Allah [5;%=2 without seeing Him is considered a test of faith (Iman) in Islam.
Therefore, Muslims are encouraged to strengthen their faith through various means, including
Salah, reading the Qur'an, performing good deeds, and reflecting on the signs of Allah's &5k
might and power in the universe. Doing so reminds us of Allah's /&%= presence and our
reliance on Him.

The Qur'an and Sunnah provide examples of individuals and communities who demanded to
see Allah 5422 as a prerequisite to believing in Him. In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah 15022
reminds us of the Children of Israel, who demanded to see Allah ;%\ outright as a condition to
believe and adhere to the commandments conveyed to them through His Messenger Musa szice
(Moses). They were punished for their arrogance and disbelief, and their hearts were likened to
those who did not know. Allah 1555222 said:
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“And [recall] when you said: ‘O Moses, we will never believe you until we see Allah outright.’
So, the thunderbolt took you while you were looking on.”™

In the above verse, The Children of Israel demanded to see Allah 15;%=2. before they would

believe in Him, but Allah &%= punished them with a thunderbolt for their arrogance and

(1) Qur’an (2:55)
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disbelief. This verse serves as a warning against putting conditions on our faith and reinforces the
concept of faith based on conviction rather than tangible evidence. It also highlights the importance
of seeking knowledge about Allah 1542 through the Qur’an and the teachings of the Prophet

/// P

Muhammad 15552 rather than relying on personal desires or whims (shahawaat).

Furthermore, they demanded Allah 15;%=2. speak to or show them a sign. Their continuous

T\ %87

deviations regarding the names and attributes of Allah 1555222 resulted in their worship of idols
and their claim that Allah 55422 begets a son. Their false beliefs and statements were recorded

N2 87—

in the Qur'an to warn those with similar misconceptions. Allah 1G4\ said:
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“And those who have no knowledge say: “Why does not Allah speak to us (face to face) or
why does not a sign come to us?” So said the people before them words of similar import.
Their hearts are alike.”"”)

The above verse highlights the ignorance and arrogance of some people who demand direct
communication with Allah 15;%=2. or a miraculous sign to believe in Him. The Children of Israel
are mentioned as an example of such people, who repeatedly demanded such signs despite
witnessing numerous miracles and receiving guidance from Allah's 15;%\=2, Prophets. This verse
suggests that such demands stem from a lack of knowledge and a stubborn heart, as those who

genuinely seek guidance and knowledge recognize that Allah's /|54 signs are all around us and
can be observed through reflection on His creation and His revealed guidance. Allah G552 said:
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“And We led the Children of Israel across the sea; and then they came upon a people who
were devoted to the worship of their idols. They said: O Moses, make for us a god even as
they have gods. ‘Moses said: 'You are indeed an ignorant people.”(z)

The above verse highlights the ungratefulness and lack of faith of the Children of Israel

towards Allah &%= after He saved them from the tyranny of Pharaoh and his men. Despite

witnessing the many miracles and signs of Allah's /15,4 power, they reverted to idol worship,

(1) Qur’an (2:118)
(2) Qur’an (7:138)
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just like the people they encountered who were devoted to their idols. Their request to Musa #:ie
(Moses) to make them a god like the ones they saw is an act of ignorance and ingratitude towards
Allah 1554222, and Musa =i (Moses) rebuked them for it. This serves as a warning to believers

to remain steadfast in their faith and avoid being swayed by the temptations of this world. Allah
JEHs said:
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“And (remember) when We appointed for Musa (Moses) forty nights, and (in his absence)
you took the calf (for worship), and you were Zalimun (polytheists and wrong doers, etc.).”(l)

This above verse refers to an incident when the Children of Israel made a calf out of their
jewelry during the absence of Prophet Musa »=i: (Moses) and began worshiping it. This idolatry
was a clear violation of the commandments of Allah 15;%=2. and the teachings of Prophet Musa
szt (Moses). The word "Zalimun™ in the above verse implies that this was a great sin, as it means

"polytheists and wrongdoers." This incident serves as a warning to all believers to remain steadfast
in their faith and to avoid the temptation of idolatry and other forms of disobedience to Allah

AEEs2, Allah 1555522 said:

9
i~

&
747 a3

A - P e z % A‘_”i o 2. 4% E/ >
[116 3380 8 5u] { {5,505 4 F ooV T OGlE 3 WHa ) A0

“And they (Jews, Christians, and pagans) say: Allah has begotten a son (children or
offspring). Glory be to Him (Exalted be He above all that they associate with Him). Nay, to
Him belongs all that is in the heavens and on earth, and all surrender with obedience (in
worship) to Him.”®

The above verse highlights the blasphemous belief held by some that Allah 5% has a
son. The verse refutes this claim by stating that Allah 15422 is above such a need and that all
things in the heavens and the earth belong to Him alone. The verse also emphasizes that all creation
must submit to Allah &%= with obedience and worship, without associating partners with Him.
Allah 155222 said:
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(1) Qur’an (2:51)
(2) Qur’an (2:116)
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“Allah has certainly heard the statement of those [Jews] who said: ""Indeed, Allah is poor,
while we are rich.” We will record what they said: and their killing of the Prthets without
right and will say, *"Taste the punishment of the Burning Fire.”"

The above verse highlights the erroneous beliefs of some Jews regarding Allah's &5
attributes, specifically the false claim that Allah [\&5%\= is poor, and they are rich. Their deviation

from the truth and killing the Prophets without right will lead to punishment in the hereafter. Allah
JE5Es said:
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“And the Jews say, "The hand of Allah is chained. “Chained are their hands and cursed are
they for what they say. Rather, both His hands are extended; He spends however He wills.
And that which has been revealed to you from your Lord will surely increase many of them in
transgression and disbelief. And We have cast among them animosity and hatred until the
Day of Resurrection. Every time they kindled the fire of war [against you], Allah extinguished
it. And they strive throughout the land [causing(] corruption, and Allah does not like
corrupters.”)

The above verse highlights the Jews' wrongful belief that Allah's &%\ power is limited,
and His hand is chained. Allah 1%\ refutes this belief and reminds them that both His hands
are extended, indicating His limitless power and sovereignty. Allah 1554\ said:
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“Know they (Jews) not that Allah knows what they conceal and what they reveal?”®

The above verse highlights the omniscience of Allah 15:%\=. and how He knows what is
hidden and what is revealed. The verse reminds those who believe they cannot hide their thoughts,
schemes, and plots from Allah %%\, The verse mentions the Jews as known for their hypocrisy

(1) Qur’an (3:181)
(2) Qur’an (5:64)
(3) Qur’an (2:77)
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and attempts to conceal their true beliefs and intentions. The verse warns that Allah 1G5k
knows all, and nothing can be hidden from Him.

The Importance of Respecting Angels in Islam: Understanding the Islamic Perspective on the
People of the Book's Violations

Islam considers the belief in Angels a vital component of faith, and Muslims believe that Allah
A% created them from light before humans. Unlike humans, Angels are spiritual beings, not
physical, and not subject to the same physical laws.

Angels play a crucial role in Islamic theology as they are believed to be Messengers of Allah
A%, carrying out His commands and communicating His messages to humanity. Therefore,
Muslims regard them with respect and honor as they are free from sin and created to serve and
worship Allah &%= alone.

The Qur'an and Hadith mention specific Angels, such as Jibreel szt (Gabriel), Mika'il =i
(Michael), and lIsrafael »zicc, who carry out Allah's 15%=. commands. Muslims believe that

Angels are always obedient to Allah 555222 and present to fulfill His commands.

Respecting and avoiding insulting Angels is crucial to Islamic manners and etiquette, as
Muslims are taught to appreciate Allah's /15;%\=2 creations, including Angels. Therefore, insulting

or disrespecting Angels, such as the Archangel Jibreel =it (Gabriel), who played a significant role
in bringing down the Qur'an, is considered blasphemous in Islam.

Despite the importance of Angels in Islam, the People of the Book have committed several
violations. One of the most significant violations is their insult to the Archangel Jibreel sz

(Gabriel).

Ibn Abbas £ said: “A group of Jews came one day to the Prophet = and said: ‘O Abu Al-
Qasim, tell us some things that only true Messengers of Allah know.” The Prophet = said: “Ask me
about whatever you wish but promise me by the Name of Allah [%%=22 and by the covenant
Prophet Ya’qub =it (Jacob) took from his sons, that if | tell something that you know, then you
will follow me and become Muslims.” They said: “That’s for you.” Thereupon they said: “tell us
about the following four things: tell us about the meal that Prophet Ya’qub »=t (Jacob), forbade

himself before the Revelation of the Torah (Old Testament), and tell us about the water (sperm) of
the woman, and the water of the man, how is the male child formed from that? And tell us about
this illiterate Prophet during his sleep, and who is his guardian from the Angels.” The Prophet
Ya’qub sk (Jacob) said: “Do you accept by the covenant of Allah 1\5:%\=. that you will follow
me if [ inform you?” They gave him as much covenant and promise as he wished.
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Then he said: “I ask you by the One Who revealed the Torah (Old Testament) to Musa s
(Moses) do you know that Prophet Ya’qub =it (Jacob) fell badly sick and his sickness took a long
time, then he made a vow to Allah 155\ that he would forbid on himself the food he liked most

if Allah 1554222 cures him, and the food he liked most was camel meat, and the drink was camel
milk.

They said: “Yes.”

He said: “O Allah testify against them.” Then he said: “I ask you by Allah 1%\, the One
Who has no partners Who revealed the Torah (Old Testament) to Musa =i (Moses) do you know
that the man’s water is white and thick, and that the woman’s water is yellow and thin? Any of the
two waters gets above the other gets the resemblance of the child in his sex and characters by the
will of Allah &%=, If the water of the man gets over the woman, it is a male by the Will of
Allah &% and if the water of the woman gets above that of the man, then it is a female by the
Will of Allah 1555222, They said: ‘By Allah what you said is true.” The Prophet “ said: “O Allah
testify against them.”

Then he said: “I ask you by Allah %%\, the One Who has no partners Who revealed the
Torah (Old Testament) to Musa =it (Moses) do you know that the eyes of this illiterate Prophet

sleep, but his heart does not.” They said: ‘By Allah that is true.” He said: “O Allah, testify against
them.” They said: ‘You, now tell us about your guardian from the Angels, we will stay with you or

leave you according to that.” He said: “My guardian is Jibreel szt (Gabriel), and Allah (&%
never sent any Prophet, but he was his guardian.” The Jews said: ‘So, we will separate from you.
Had your guardian been another Angel, not Jibreel sz (Gabriel), we would have followed you

and believed in what you brought.’

The Prophet = said: “But what prevents you from believing in him?” They said: ‘He is our
enemy.” Then Allah (15452, revealed the following verses:™”
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“Say (O Muhammad Peace be upon him): “Whoever is an enemy to Jibreel (Gabriel) (let him

die in his fury), for indeed he has brought it (this Qur’an) down to your heart by Allah’s
Permission, confirming what came before it [i.e., the Torah (Old Testament) and the Injeel

(1) Musnad Ahmad
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(Gospel)] and guidance and glad tidings for the believers.”"")
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“Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His Angels, His Messengers, Jibreel (Gabriel) and Mika'il
(Michael), then verily, Allah is an enemy to the disbelievers.””

The Hadith recounting the Jews insulting Archangel Jibreel == (Gabriel) by calling him their
enemy when the Prophet “* mentioned him as his guardian demonstrates the lack of respect some
People of the Book have towards Allah's 5422 creations. As Messengers of Allah Gk,
Angels play a vital role in Islamic theology, and Muslims believe that they carry out Allah's
A% commands and communicate His messages to humanity. Therefore, disrespecting, or
insulting Angels, particularly Jibreel szicc (Gabriel), who played a significant role in bringing
down the Qur'an, is considered blasphemous in Islam. This Hadith highlights the importance of
respecting and honoring Allah's 15,422 creations, including Angels, and sheds light on the People
of the Book's violations of Islamic beliefs concerning Angels.

Another violation is their denial of the specific Angels mentioned in the Qur'an and Hadith.
For instance, some People of the Book attribute human-like qualities to Angels, such as gender or
physical form, contrary to Islamic beliefs. Muslims believe that Angels are spiritual beings and do
not have a physical form or gender. Therefore, attributing human-like qualities to Angels violates
the Islamic belief in Angels.

The People of the Book have also been accused of associating Angels with Allah &% in
their beliefs, which is a grave sin in Islam. Muslims believe in the Oneness of Allah /<4222 and
that He has no partners or associates. Overall, the Islamic perspective on the violations of the
People of the Book regarding Angels emphasizes the importance of respecting and honoring Allah's
A% creations. Muslims view Angels as Messengers of Allah 15;%=2. and are created to serve
Him alone. Therefore, any insult or denial of their existence or attributes violates Islamic beliefs

and disrespects Allah's /54222 creations.

Upholding the Belief in Books in Islam: A Cautionary Tale of Violations and Lessons for
Witnesses

The belief in Books is an essential part of the Islamic faith. Muslims believe that Allah
A% has revealed Divine Revelations to the Prophets throughout history and compiled them
into holy Books, such as the Qur'an, the Torah, the Zabur (Psalms), and the Injeel (Gospel).

(1) Qur’an (2:97)
(2) Qur’an (2:98)
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However, the previous Books have been subject to distortions and alterations. Allah (&%
warns against those who alter the scriptures in the Qur'an and claim it is from Him.

The Children of Israel have failed to uphold the authenticity of the Books, altering them to suit
their interests. As a result, Muslims believe that the Torah has been changed and distorted over
time. The Qur'an acknowledges that it contains some elements of truth but also includes changes
and additions that deviate from the original message. Allah 1552 says:

] S T B I WD e 5 R0 87 5T 355
[79:5 8] 52853 45 3555

“Then woe to those who write the Book with their own hands and then say, ""This is from
Allah," to purchase with it a little price! Woe to them for what their hands have written and
Woe to them for that they earn thereby.”(l)

The above verse serves as a warning against those who attempt to alter or manipulate the
Words of Allah 5% = in holy Books. It warns of the severe consequences of such actions on the
perpetrators. It highlights the seriousness of fraudulently attributing texts to Allah 15%=2. and
using them to gain material or spiritual benefits.

The People of the Book, specifically the Jews, have been accused of knowingly altering the
scriptures and changing their meaning. This violation resulted in their rejection of the Prophet
Muhammad ** and the Qur'an. Therefore, Muslims are called to uphold the belief in the Books and

8

avoid alterations to the Divine Revelations. Allah J15;%\=. says:

T ah ) A I A LA A T2 42 - PPN - % 7 -z
{é}ﬁ%éjiﬁa&be\&&,bﬁ)}p&\&&g@&x@)} K.,Le)r(“_rﬁj \Q‘,;«.Laﬁ\ﬁ}
[75:5 8 5 550

“Do you [faithful believers ] covet that they will believe in your religion in spite of the fact
that a party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to hear the Word of Allah [the Torah (Old
Testament)], then they used to change it knowingly after they understood it?”"”

The above verse states that some Jewish rabbis knowingly changed the Torah after
understanding it. The verse serves as a reminder to Muslims of the dangers of deviating from the
true teachings of the holy Books and warns against altering Divine Revelations for personal gain.

S P

Allah J1&%2 2 says:

(1) Qur’an (2:79)
(2) Qur’an (2:75)
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“And there are among them (Jews) unlettered people, who know not the Book, but they trust
upon false desires and they but guess.”™

The above verse highlights that among the Jews, some were ignorant of the scripture and relied
solely on their conjecture and desires. This shows the importance of reading and studying the

T\ 7L~

scripture and understanding its meaning and context. Allah 1555222 says:
[853J§:‘M SJJ“"‘] {ua;:_)\/))}} /3 M:Q\uaa:_):)_;w;:ﬁ }

“Then do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest?”)

The above verse highlights the importance of believing in the entirety of the Divine Scripture
and not just selective parts of it. Allah =452 says:
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“And when there came to them (the Jews), a Book (this Qur’an) from Allah confirming what
is with them [the Torah (Old Testament) and the Injeel (Gospel)], although aforetime they
had invoked Allah (for the coming of Muhammad, Peace be upon him) in order to gain
victory over those who disbelieved, then when there came to them that which they had
recognized, they disbelieved in it. So, let the Curse of Allah be on the disbelievers.”®)

The above verse speaks of how the Jews were waiting for the coming of Prophet Muhammad
2, and when he finally arrived with the Qur’an, which confirmed what was already revealed in the
Torah and the Injeel, they rejected it. The verse implies that their rejection was not due to a lack of

T\ %87

recognition but rather a refusal to accept the truth. The curse of Allah 1&:%\=2 is mentioned as a
warning to those who reject the truth, highlighting the importance of accepting and following the

T\ L7 ~

guidance of Allah 15:%\=.. The verse serves as a reminder that faith is not limited to mere

recognition but requires a sincere and unwavering commitment to the truth. Allah 5422 says:

(1) Qur’an (2:78)
(2) Qur’an (2:85)
(3) Qur’an (2:89)

90



Roadmap to the Twins

/ o Lo ,;// z274 //;*-’ -

- 2z 272 z2¢. -2
JCM)'LLJ&LE u‘J" MUAAU.) J})Q\L\_SJ \JJ.)\ _)Jj.éﬂi W\zﬁ‘ib}'&\@}
[90:5,8 5] { g s ,é 3 »—K‘U) WC s

“How bad is that for which they have sold their own selves, that they should disbelieve in that
which Allah has revealed (the Qur’an), grudging that Allah should reveal of His Grace unto
whom He will of His servants. So, they have drawn on themselves wrath upon wrath. And for
the disbelievers, there is disgracing torment.”"

The above verse highlights the severity of disbelieving in the Qur’an, a Revelation from Allah
A&, It warns against rejecting the message of the Qur’an out of jealousy or envy towards
those who have received guidance from it. It also mentions the consequences of such disbelief,

WL 8L~

which is the wrath of Allah &%=, This verse reminds believers of the importance of holding on
to the Qur’an as a source of guidance and avoiding rejecting its message due to personal biases or

T\ L7 ~

prejudices. Allah 5%\ says:
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“And when it is said to them (the Jews), “Believe in what Allah has sent down,” they say, “We
believe in what was sent down to us.” And they disbelieve in that which came after it, while it
is the truth confirming what is with them. Say (O Muhammad, Peace be upon him to them):
“Why then have you killed the Prophets of Allah aforetime, if you indeed have been
believers 2%

The above verse highlights the stubbornness and disbelief of some Jews, who claimed to
believe in what was sent to them but refused to accept the truth in the Revelation that came after it.
The verse challenges their belief claims by asking them why they killed previous Prophets sent by
Allah 155522 if they were true believers. This verse emphasizes the importance of recognizing
the truth in the message of Allah 1i%\=. and not allowing personal biases or stubbornness to
prevent acceptance of the truth. Additionally, the verse serves as a warning to those who believe in

Allah's 5% =22 message but fail to follow it completely, as Allah &%= will judge their actions
on the Day of Judgment.

By attesting to the belief in the Books, Muslims effectively witness over other nations. This
testimony serves as proof of their faith and establishes the validity of the message of Islam.

(1) Qur’an (2:90)
(2) Qur’an (2:91)
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Upholding the authenticity of the Books is necessary to maintain the belief in this article and,
consequently, witness effectively over other nations.

In conclusion, believing in Books is essential to the six pillars of the unseen in Islam. Muslims
believe Allah [&:%22 revealed the Books to guide humanity, but they have been subject to
distortions and alterations. Therefore, it is essential to uphold the authenticity of the Books and
avoid alterations to the Divine Revelations to maintain the belief in this article and witness
effectively over other nations.

The Violations of the People of the Book: Disbelief in the Messengers

The belief in the Messengers is a fundamental aspect of the Islamic faith, and Muslims must
attest to the belief in all the Messengers without placing any distinction among them. According to
Islamic teachings, Allah [\&;%222 sent numerous Messengers throughout history to guide humanity
and convey His message to people. The Messengers were chosen for their exceptional character,
knowledge, and wisdom and were granted miracles to support their message.

Despite this, the People of the Book disregarded and even killed some of the Messages sent to
them. For example, the Children of Israel rejected and killed many Messengers despite clear proof
and signs that were presented to them. The Qur’an mentions several instances where the

R s

Messengers faced rejection and humiliation from the People of the Book. Allah 15,4\ says:
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“Is it that whenever there came to you a Messenger with what you yourselves desired not; you
grew arrogant? Some, you disbelieved and some, you killed.”™

The above verse highlights the attitude of the People of the Book towards the Messengers sent
to them by Allah /&%=, The verse points out that they became arrogant and rejected whenever a
Messenger came to them with a message they did not desire or expect. Moreover, some even went
as far as killing the Messengers, a heinous crime in Islam.

Furthermore, the Qur’an states that some of the People of the Book even went as far as to

throw away the Book of Allah /15542 behind their backs after a Messenger came to them to
confirm what was with them. This shows how some People in the Book violated their beliefs and

S P

disobeyed Allah 15;%=2. by rejecting and disregarding His Messengers. Allah 15522 says:
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(1) Qur’an (2:87)
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“And when there came to them a Messenger from Allah (i.e., Muhammad, Peace be upon
him) confirming what was with them, a party of those who were given the ScriPture threw
away the Book of Allah behind their backs as if they did not know!”"")

The above verse refers to the reaction of some people of the earlier revealed scriptures (Jews
and Christians) upon receiving the message of Prophet Muhammad . The verse suggests that
some rejected the message and even disregarded the Book of Allah j@iﬁw (the Qur’an) that

S P

confirmed what was already in their scriptures. Allah 54222 says:
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“They followed what the Shayateen (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of
Sulayman (Solomon). Sulayman (Solomon) did not disbelieve, but the Shayateen (devils)
disbelieved, teaching men magic...”(z)

The above verse refers to the story of Prophet Sulayman =zt (Solomon) and his encounter

with the devils who taught magic to the people. The verse suggests that some people followed what
the devils falsely claimed and practiced witchcraft, even though Sulayman =zt (Solomon) did not

disbelieve by practicing magic.

In conclusion, believing in the Messengers is an essential aspect of the Islamic faith, and
Muslims must believe in all the Messengers without distinction. The Qur’an reminds us of the

T\ Ao 8

consequences that those who reject and disobey Allah’s 155222, Messengers face. We should take
these lessons seriously and ensure that we hold to our beliefs and follow the teachings of the

L8~

Messengers that Allah 155,422 has sent.

(1) Qur’an (2:101)
(2) Qur’an (2:102)
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Comparative Analysis of Islamic Beliefs in the hereafter and Violations of the People of the
Book

The belief in the Day of Judgment is an integral part of the Islamic faith, and Muslims firmly
believe in the accountability of every individual for their deeds in the hereafter. However, the
People of the Book, including Jews and Christians, have been cited in the Qur'an for violating the
belief in the hereafter in several ways.

One of the violations of the People of the Book is denying the existence of the Day of
Judgment and rejecting the concept of accountability for one's deeds. This rejection is evident in the
passage where the Qur'an quotes some Jews as saying they were the only ones who would be
admitted to Paradise while denying the existence of the Day of Judgment for others. This denial
goes against the Islamic belief in the universality of accountability for deeds in the hereafter,
regardless of one's religious affiliation. Allah J15%\222 said:

{@Qﬁéu\%j; V.JLJLA\ /’*‘ 5 155 O e ) BT 3E 5 S1)6s)
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“And they say, “None shall enter Paradise unless he be a Jew or a Christian.” These are their
own desires. Say (O Muhammad Peace be upon him), “Produce your proof if you are
truthful.”®”

Another violation of the People of the Book is the belief that there is no reward or punishment
in the hereafter. This belief contradicts the Islamic belief in the accountability of every individual
for their deeds and the concept of reward and punishment in the hereafter.

Moreover, the Children of lIsrael disregarded the Day of Judgment and were greedy for
worldly life, wishing for a life of a thousand years. This greed for earthly life and disregard for the
hereafter goes against the Islamic belief in the importance of seeking the pleasure of Allah

A% 57

A% and preparing for the hereafter by doing righteous deeds. Allah 154 =2 said:
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“And verily, you will find them (the Jews) the greediest of mankind for life and (even
greedier) than those who — ascribe partners to Allah (and do not believe in Resurrection —
Magians, pagans, and idolaters, etc.). Every one of them wishes that he could be given a life of

(1) Qur’an (2:111)
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a thousand years.”"”

Furthermore, the People of the Book claimed that they would only dwell in Hellfire for
numbered days, which Allah 15552 questioned the legitimacy of their claim. Moreover, this
claim goes against the Islamic belief in the eternity of punishment or reward in the hereafter. Allah
A said:
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“And they (Jews) say, “The Fire (i.e., Hellfire on the Day of Resurrection) shall not touch us

but for a few numbered days.” Say (O Muhammad, Peace be upon him, to them): “Have you

taken a covenant from Allah, so that Allah will not break His Covenant? Or is it that you say
of Allah what you know not?”")

In conclusion, the People of the Book violated the belief in the hereafter in several ways,
including denying the existence of the Day of Judgment, rejecting the concept of accountability for
one's deeds, believing that there is no reward or punishment in the hereafter, being greedy for
worldly life, and claiming that they would only dwell in Hellfire for numbered days. Therefore, it is
essential for Muslims to uphold their firm attestation in the belief in the hereafter and to prepare for
it by doing righteous deeds and seeking the pleasure of Allah 155222,

Violations of the People of the Book Regarding the Belief in Predestination (Al-Qadr)

Predestination (Al-Qadr) is an essential aspect of Islamic belief. It refers to the belief that
everything that happens in the world, good or bad, is predestined by Allah 1%, the All-
Knowing and All-Powerful.

However, the People of the Book, such as Jews and Christians, have been cited in the Qur'an
for violating the belief in Predestination (Al-Qadr) in several ways.

It is important to note that the belief in Predestination (Al-Qadr) has four levels: knowledge,
writing, Divine Will, and creation. All these levels are Allah's /=% attributes, and distorting
any of them will lead to violations in Predestination (Al-Qadr). The first level is the knowledge of

~ -

Allah 15552, where He knows everything that has happened is happening and will happen. The

second level is the writing of Allah 1&;%2Z., where He has recorded everything that will occur in a
preserved tablet. The third level is the Divine Will of Allah &%, where He has willed

(1) Qur’an (2:96)
(2) Qur’an (2:80)
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everything to happen according to His Knowledge and Writing. Finally, the fourth level is the
creation of Allah &%\, where Allah &%\ creates everything that happens in the world.

Therefore, denying or attributing any of these levels to other entities violates the belief in
Predestination (Al-Qadr). The People of the Book have violated this belief by attributing certain
events to other entities or denying the existence of Predestination (Al-Qadr) altogether. As
Muslims, we must uphold our firm belief in Predestination (Al-Qadr) and accept everything that
happens in the world as Allah's &%= Will. We must also avoid distorting any of Allah's

TNL 87—

JGile attributes and understand that while humans have free will, their choices are ultimately
determined by Allah 15;%\=, who knows everything and has ultimate power over everything.

The subsequent two verses illustrate instances where the People of the book reject Allah's

JAGsEle attributes and Predestination (Al-Qadr):
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“Indeed, Allah has heard the statement of those (Jews) who say: Truly, Allah is poor, and we

are rich! We shall record what they have said: and their killing of the Prophets unjustly, and
We shall say: Taste you the torment of the burning (Fire).”"”
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“The Jews say: “Allah’s Hand is tied up (i.e., He does not give and spend of His Bounty).” Be
their hands tied up and be they accursed for what they uttered. Nay, both His Hands are
widely outstretched. He spends (of His Bounty) as He wills.””

One of the violations of the People of the Book is denying the existence of Predestination (Al-
Qadr) altogether. In the Qur'an, Allah 15%=2. mentions that some of the Jews rejected the
existence of Predestination (Al-Qadr), saying that they were free to do whatever they wanted. This

denial goes against the Islamic belief in the ultimate power of Allah /&%= in determining the
fate of all things and the belief that nothing happens without His Will.

(1) Qur’an (2:181)
(2) Qur’an (5:64)
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Another violation of the People of the Book is the belief in "partnership in divinity,” which
means assigning Divine powers to human beings or other entities. This belief is evident in the
Christian concept of the Trinity, where Prophet Isa sz (Jesus) is considered the son of God and

God Himself, and in the Jewish belief in a human being as a partner to Allah 15;%=2. in the act of
creation. This concept goes against the Islamic belief in the Oneness of Allah 15422 and His
absolute power over everything.

Moreover, the People of the Book have been accused of attributing certain events to mere
chance or coincidence. This attribution goes against the Islamic belief in the ultimate power of
Allah /154222 in determining the fate of all things and the belief that nothing happens without His
Will.

Furthermore, some people in the Book have been accused of attributing certain events to good
or evil spirits, such as Angels or demons. This attribution goes against the Islamic belief in the
ultimate power of Allah /1<% in determining the fate of all things and the belief that everything
happens according to His Will.

How to Avoid the Pitfalls of Compliance: Lessons from the Cautionary Tale

S8

Compliance (Ingiyad) is critical to following Allah's /15;%=2. commands, as outlined in the
scriptures of the People of the Book, which includes Jews and Christians. However, compliance
violations have occurred throughout history among the People of the Book, leading to adverse
consequences.

The Qur’an contains several stories of such violations, including the Sabbath-breakers and the
story of the cow. These cautionary tales provide valuable lessons on how to avoid the pitfalls of
non-compliance with Allah's /54222 commands.

In addition, compliance (Ingiyad) to Allah's /\%;%\=22, commandments is not always easy, and

even the People of the Book, such as the Children of Israel, have fallen short of this duty, leading to
unfavorable outcomes.

The Sabbath-breakers, for instance, violated the sanctity of the Sabbath and were punished,
while the story of the cow involved disobedience to Allah's 54222 command, leading to further
trouble. Therefore, this article will explore how to avoid compliance (Ingiyad) pitfalls by drawing
on lessons from these cautionary tales and the fundamental concept of compliance (Ingiyad) to

e

Allah's /1555222 commands in Islam.
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How the Story of the Sabbath-Breakers Teaches Us the Importance of Compliance

The story of the Sabbath-breakers emphasizes the importance of following Allah's 1G5

commandments and highlights the significance of saying, "We hear, and we obey" His commands.
The Children of Israel's disobedience in this story shows the consequences of neglecting this

T\ 87

fundamental principle of Islam. Allah 5% said:

f//_. Fava.ld

1 - - < ¢ Z, %7 > 47 . ,/‘ "/C"'/~:‘ s 245
[65:8 81 8 9] { pends o;ﬁ\j:fr@ L;mw\ériu,bw\ Q_/Jj\%{‘}cm)}

“And indeed, you knew those amongst you who transgressed in the matter of the
Sabbath (i.e., Saturday). We said to them: “Be you monkeys, despised and rejected.”"”

Allah J&5%22 said:
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“So, we made this punishment an example to their own, and to succeeding, generations, and a
lesson to those who are Al-Muttaqun.”"”

Furthermore, this story emphasizes the importance of enjoining good and forbidding evil. The
fishermen who disobeyed the commandment were committing a sin and setting a bad example for
others. If their fellow community members had corrected them, the entire group might have
avoided the consequences of their disobedience.

Certainly! The story of the Sabbath-breakers reminds us that we cannot trick or deceive Allah
A% when it comes to applying His commands. The Sabbath breakers thought they could
disobey Allah's /15;%\=2, commandment and still find a way to justify their actions, but they were
ultimately punished for their disobedience. This highlights the importance of sincerity and honesty
in following Allah's /&%= commands and not trying to manipulate or deceive. Therefore, it is
essential to say, "We hear, and we obey" Allah's 15;%=2. commands and enjoin good and forbid
evil, as these are vital aspects of true compliance (Ingiyad) and submission to Allah's &%
Will.

In conclusion, the story of the Sabbath-breakers serves as a cautionary tale for all believers,
regardless of their religious affiliation. It highlights the importance of obedience to Allah's
A% commands, saying, "We hear, and we obey," and enjoining good and forbidding evil. By

(1) Qur’an (2:65)
(2) Qur’an (2:66)
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following these principles, we can avoid the pitfalls of non-compliance and strive to live a life of
righteousness and piety.

The Story of the Cow: A Lesson in Compliance (Ingiyad) and Obedience to Allah's J&%=:2
Commandments

The story of the cow is a reminder of the importance of compliance (Ingiyad) and obedience to
Allah's &%\ commandments. According to the report, the Children of Israel were commanded
by Allah 155422 to slaughter a cow as a test of their faith (Iman) and obedience. However, they

questioned the commandment, trying to delay its fulfillment. The story emphasizes the danger of

postponing or disobeying Allah's 1%\~ orders and the importance of fulfilling one's obligations
with sincerity and willingness.

The story also highlights the significance of adhering to the commandments of Allah (&%=
without question or hesitation. Upon hearing the commandment, the reaction of the Children of
Israel was to question the order instead of complying with it. The story emphasizes the importance

T\ “oo 87

of saying, "We hear, and we obey" Allah's /15,422, commands, as these are vital aspects of true

29

compliance (Ingiyad) and submission to Allah's /15522 Wi,

Furthermore, the story emphasizes the importance of enjoining good and forbidding evil. If the
fellow community members had corrected the Children of Israel's disobedience, they might have
avoided the consequences of their delay in fulfilling Allah's /15;%=22, commandment.

The story of the cow is just one example of the many stories and lessons in the Qur’an, which
Muslims consider Divine guidance and instruction from Allah &5,

The story of the cow took place in the desert of Sinai where the Children of Israel wandered
for forty years. This was their fate, after rejecting the commandment of Allah 15422 to enter the
promised land. They justified their disobedience with their excessive fear of the giant people
dwelling therein. While in Sinai, a crime was committed by one of the Children of Israel. They
needed to find the perpetrator of the crime, so they came to Prophet Musa ==t (Moses) to help

them solve the mystery. At this stage Prophet Musa »=i.t (Moses) told them to slaughter a cow

po

based on Allah’s 1\5;%\=. commandment. Allah &%\ said:
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“And (remember) when Musa (Moses) said to his people: Verily, Allah commandments you
that you slaughter a cow.”?

(1) Qur’an (2:67)
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Adhering to the principal of the compliance (Ingiyad), and submission, when a believer hears
Allah’s 5% =2, commandment, the response should be “we hear, and we obey.” Instead, upon
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hearing the commandment of Allah &% the reaction of the Children of Israel was the
opposite. Allah &%\ said:

[67:5 58 5, 9u4] { 13246525 16

“They said: Do you make fun of us?”"”

At this stage, when they realized that they had to comply, they started questioning the crystal-
clear commandment trying to find a way out of complying. They began questioning the order.

=\ -

Allah G552 said:
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“They said: Call upon your Lord for us that He may make plain to us what it is!”

Allah J&5%22 said:
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“They said: Call upon your Lord for us to make plain to us its color.””
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Allah 15622 said:

“They said: Call upon your Lord for us to make plain to us what it is. Verily to us all cows are
alike, and surely if Allah wills, we will be guided.”"")

o8

They finally complied. Allah %422 said:

(1) Qur’an (2:67)
(2) Qur’an (2:68)
(3) Qur’an (2:69)
(4) Qur’an (2:70)
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“They said: Now you have brought the truth. So, they slaughtered it though they were near to
not doing it.”")

Now, Allah &%= revealed to them the wisdom behind slaughtering a cow. Allah
JEas said:
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“And (remember) when you killed a man and fell into dispute among yourselves as to the
crime. But Allah brought forth that which you were hiding.””’

Allah 15522 said:
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“So, we said: “Strike him (the dead man) with a piece of it (the cow).” Thus, Allah brings the
dead to life and shows you His Ayat (proofs, evidence, verses, lessons, signs, Revelations, etc.)
so that you may understand”®

In conclusion, the story of the cow serves as a lesson in compliance and obedience to Allah's
A% commandments. It is a reminder to fulfill one's obligations with sincerity and willingness
and to adhere to Allah's 5%=22. commands without question or hesitation. By following these

principles, one can strive to live a life of righteousness and piety.

Continuous Violations of the Covenant: Allah's J&;%«:. Reminder of His Favor Upon the
People of the Book

The covenant that Allah 15:%\=. took from the Children of Israel was a test of their faith
(Iman) and obedience. Allah &%\ commanded them to worship none but Him, to be dutiful

and good to their parents, to be kind to orphans and the poor, to speak good to people and enjoin
righteousness, to perform Salah, and to give Zakah. But unfortunately, the Children of Israel failed
to uphold their covenant, and many slid back from their commitments. Allah 1555\ said:

(1) Qur’an (2:71)
(2) Qur’an (2:72)
(3) Qur’an (2:73)
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“And (remember) when We took a covenant from the Children of Israel, (saying): Worship
none but Allah (Alone) and be dutiful and good to parents, and to kindred, and to orphans
and Al-Masakin (the poor), [Tafsir At-Tabari, Vol. 10, Page 158 (Verse 9:60)] and speak good
to people [i.e. enjoin righteousness and forbid evil, and say the truth about Muhammad,
Peace be upon him], and perform As-Salah (Igamat-as-Salah), and give Zakah. Then you slid
back, except a few of you, while you are backsliders.”"

Allah J&5%2 2 said:
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“And (remember) when We took your covenant (saying): Shed not the blood of your people,
nor turn out your own people from their dwellings. Then, (this) you ratified and (to this) you
bear witness.”?

Allah J&5%22 said:
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“After this, it is you who Kkill one another and drive out a party of you from their homes,
assist (their enemies) against them, in sin and transgression. And if they come to you as
captives, you ransom them, although their expulsion was forbidden to you. Then do you
believe in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest? Then what is the recompense of those
who do so among you, except disgrace in the life of this world, and on the Day of Resurrection
they shall be consigned to the most grievous tor(g)lent. And Allah is not unaware of what you
do.”

(1) Qur’an (2:83)
(2) Qur’an (2:84)
(3) Qur’an (2:85)
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Despite their continuous covenant violations, Allah &%\ still calls upon them to resort to
the truth to be saved on the Day of Judgment. He reminds them of His favors upon them and that
He gave them preference above the rest of humanity. All they need to do is to believe in the final
Messenger = and follow him.
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“0O Children of Israel! Remember My Favour which | bestowed upon you and that |
preferred you to the *Alamin (mankind and jinns) (of your time-period, in the past) * And
fear the Day (of Judgement) when no person shall avail another, nor shall compensation be
accepted from him, nor shall intercession be of use to him, nor shall they be helped.”"”

The story of the Children of Israel is a cautionary tale for all believers, regardless of their

religious affiliation. It highlights the importance of upholding one's covenant with Allah G52
and the consequences of backsliding and disobedience. It also emphasizes the importance of
following the final Messenger and believing in his message as a means of salvation on the Day of
Judgment.

Moreover, the story warns against picking and choosing from the scriptures, accepting some
parts, rejecting others, and disregarding the commandments of Allah 15622, Allah Q&R is
not unaware of what we do, and on the Day of Resurrection, we will be held accountable for our

actions. Therefore, we must strive to uphold our covenant with Allah &%=, follow His
commandments, and seek guidance from His final Messenger.

=
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“Then do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest?”)

The cautionary tale of the Children of Israel is to remind Muslims not to follow in their

footsteps, not to make their mistakes, not to challenge Allah’s /5%, commandments, not to use
their wordings, and so forth.

(1) Qur’an (2:122-123)
(2) Qur’an (2:85)
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Learning from the Exemplary Tale of Ibrahim i (Abraham) and
His Family — Verses 124-141

Introduction

Surah Al-Bagarah, the second chapter of the Qur'an, contains three types of tales:
experimental, cautionary, and exemplary. These stories serve as valuable lessons for Muslims and
are integral to Islamic teachings. The experimental tale, exemplified by the story of Prophet Adam
sk, provides insight into the initial stages of creation, and serves as a lesson on the dangers of

disobedience.

The cautionary tale, exemplified by the story of the Children of lIsrael, warns against
disobedience, and reminds us of the consequences of straying from the right path. Finally, the
exemplary tale, exemplified by the story of Prophet Ibrahim =it (Abraham) and his family, is a

powerful and inspiring tale of faith, devotion, and submission to Allah's 1552 will.

Prophet Ibrahim =z (Abraham) is often referred to as “Khalilullah,” which means the
"Friend of Allah.” because of his unwavering faith and devotion to Allah %=, He is one of
Allah's 5%\ greatest Prophets and Messengers and the forefather of many others who received
Revelation. His story serves as a reminder of the importance of trust and submission to Allah's
A%z WL, even in the face of great difficulty and sacrifice. Prophet Ibrahim’s »zicc (Abraham)
unwavering faith (Iman) and devotion to Allah &%= exemplify his willingness to sacrifice his
beloved son, Ismail =zt (Ishmael), as a test of his faith (Iman). Through this event, he

demonstrated the importance of trust and submission to Allah's 15522 Will,

Allah 15% =22 has identified Prophet Ibrahim =z (Abraham) as the role model for the
Ummah, as Allah 154222 tested him in many complicated ways. Despite the severity of his trials,
Prophet Ibrahim »zicc (Abraham) remained steadfast in his devotion to Allah &%= and
displayed qualities such as sincerity, certainty, conviction, and compliance with his promise to

Allah 15022, Allah 0555\ states this in the Qur’an:

[37:p2 8u5u] (@5 sl ai)s )

“And of Ibrahim (Abraham) who fulfilled (or con\('?yed) all that (Allah ordered him to do or
convey).”"

(1) Qur’an (53:37)
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In addition to his unwavering faith and devotion, the story of Prophet Ibrahim szic

(Abraham) in the Qur'an highlights his trust in Allah &% and steadfastness in adversity.
Despite facing numerous trials and tribulations, including being thrown into a fire by his people and
commanded to sacrifice his son, Prophet Ibrahim szi:c (Abraham) never wavered in his trust in
Allah 1555622, His story serves as a reminder of the importance of trust in Allah &5\, even in
the face of adversity, and the rewards that come with such trust. Furthermore, his story emphasizes
the importance of patience and perseverance in hardship. Despite seemingly insurmountable

challenges, his unwavering trust in Allah 5%\ is a testament to his steadfastness and resilience.

Muslims are encouraged to follow the example of Prophet Ibrahim szicc (Abraham) and strive
for the same level of dedication and devotion that he exhibited. He is considered a role model for
our Prophet Muhammad * and his Ummah, and his story serves as a beacon of monotheism
(Tawheed). He displayed sincerity, certainty, conviction, and compliance to his promise to Allah
A%, which are qualities that Muslims should aspire to emulate in their own lives.

In the following section, we will explore some critical events in Prophet Ibrahim =i

(Abraham) life where he exhibited attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance (Ingiyad) to Allah's
A% commands.

Supplication and Attestation (Tasdeeq) of Prophet Ibrahim 32t (Abraham) in the Qur’an

In the Qur'an, Prophet Ibrahim’s s=ic (Abraham) attestation (Tasdeeq) is considered to be of
the highest order. Supplication, an essential aspect of Islamic practice, is an excellent reflection of a

believer's attestation (Tasdeeq) to the Oneness of Allah 5;%=2, and His power to help and guide

them. Muslims believe that Allah 1555\ is the only one who can genuinely help them, and they
turn to Him in supplication to seek His guidance, forgiveness, and blessings.

The act of supplication also represents a believer's humility and submission to Allah (&%,
It reminds us that we are all ultimately dependent on Allah &% and need His help and
guidance in all aspects of life. For Prophet Ibrahim szt (Abraham), supplication was a
manifestation of his attestation (Tasdeeq). Allah 15:ik\=. tells us that Prophet Ibrahim i
(Abraham) and his family achieved their honor by humbling themselves and constantly
supplicating to Allah /15;%=., seeking His help and guidance. They sincerely believed they could

T\ o8

not succeed without Allah's /15,42 help and support.

Throughout his life, there are many examples of Prophet Ibrahim ==t (Abraham) supplicating
to Allah &%\, seeking His help. His unwavering faith and reliance on Allah 15422 were
demonstrated in his willingness to sacrifice his son Ismail =it (Ishmael) and his role in building

105



Roadmap to the Twins

the Ka’bah in Makkah. The attestation (Tasdeeq) of Prophet Ibrahim s:icc (Abraham) reminds

Muslims to always turn to Allah 155422 in supplication, demonstrating their faith in His ultimate
power and control over everything.

The Story of Prophet Ibrahim 3Ei<k (Abraham) and the Fire: A Powerful Reminder of Trust
and Reliance on Allah 352

The account of Prophet Ibrahim s=ic (Abraham) and the fire is a well-known and revered
story in Islam. Nimrood, the king, threw Prophet Ibrahim s=ic (Abraham) into a massive fire
because he refused to worship idols and instead proclaimed the Oneness of Allah J&G=,

Nevertheless, his faith (Iman) in Allah &%= was so firm that Allah 1G4 miraculously
saved him from the fire.

According to the story, the Angel Jibreel =zic (Gabriel) offered to help lbrahim sz
(Abraham), but he refused, stating that he trusted Allah 1%\, who knows what was best for
him. This tale is a potent reminder of the importance of trust and reliance on Allah &%= in the
Islamic religion, where Muslims believe that Allah 5422 is the ultimate source of guidance,
support, and protection.

Therefore, trusting Allah 15422 is the key to success in this life and the hereafter. When
Ibrahim =z (Abraham) was about to be thrown into the blazing fire by his people, he uttered the

beautiful supplication "Hasbuna-Allah Wa Ni'mal-Wakil," which means "Allah (Alone) is
sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs." This supplication is a testament to

Ibrahim's =i (Abraham) complete trust in Allah &%= and reminds Muslims of the
importance of putting their faith in Allah %2,

Ibn Abbas 22 narrated that the Prophet = said: "Allah (Alone) is sufficient for us, and He is
the Best Disposer of affairs (Hasbuna-Allah Wa Ni'mal-Wakil)," lbrahim =it (Abraham) said it
when he was thrown into the fire.”™”

Despite being cast into the fire, Allah 1%%= answered lbrahim's sz (Abraham)
supplication and made the blazing fire feel like a cool garden, sparing him from harm. Allah

T\ o8

JG%l had issued His commandment:
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(1) Sahih Al-Bukhari
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“O fire! Be cool and safe for Ibrahim (Abraham).”"”

This miraculous event further exemplifies Ibrahim's s=i.c (Abraham) unwavering faith and

A\ 8

complete reliance on Allah [15;%\= ., emphasizing the importance of trusting Allah 15522,
Supplication of Ibrahim's 3t (Abraham) for his wife, Sarah in Egypt

Sure! The story of Ibrahim ==t (Abraham) and his wife Sarah w5 in Egypt is one of Islamic
history's most fascinating and inspiring narratives. This story exemplifies how Allah &% can
save His believing servants from difficult situations and punish those who oppress them.

Ibrahim =it (Abraham) and Sarah w:a; faced a difficult situation when they arrived in Egypt,
fearing for Sarah's w:ui safety because of her beauty. Despite their precautions, the Egyptians still
took Sarah w:zi5 and subjected her to the tyrant king's advances. However, they overcame this
difficult time through their unwavering faith and supplication to Allah J&5s .

Abu Hurairah £ reported that Ibrahim ==z (Abraham) only told lies on three occasions.
Twice he did so for the sake of Allah 15422, The first instance was when his people were

holding a festival in honor of their gods, and Ibrahim =it (Abraham) excused himself by saying

he was sick (see Qur’an verse 37:89). The second instance was when he said, "I have not done this,
but the big idol has done it." The third occasion was when he and his wife Sarah .-z traveled and

passed through a tyrant's territory. The tyrant was told Sarah w:ic was charming, so he asked
Ibrahim =zt (Abraham) about her. Ibrahim s:icc (Abraham) replied that she was his sister.
Ibrahim == (Abraham) later told Sarah .z that he had done this, and she was not to contradict
him. When the tyrant called Sarah w5 and tried to take hold of her, his hand got stiff, and he was
confounded. He asked Sarah -z to pray for him, and when she did, he was cured. This happened
twice. The tyrant then realized that Sarah -z was not a human but a devil, and he gave Hajar -
as a maid servant to Sarah c-a.. When Sarah i returned to Ibrahim s:icc (Abraham) and told
him what had happened, he gestured with his hand, and she understood that Allah 1%\ had
spoiled the evil plot of the infidel or immoral person and had given her Hajar «-u.- for service. Abu
Hurairah ;22 then told his listeners that Hajar <z was their mother, O Bani Ma-is-Sama, the Arab
descendants of Ismail szi (Ishmael), Hajar's -z son. )

The story also highlights the importance of supplication in Islamic tradition. When faced with

(1) Qur’an (21:69)
(2) Sahih Al-Bukhari
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difficult situations, Muslims are encouraged to turn to Allah J5:%\=2. and seek His help through
supplication. The story of lbrahim =zic (Abraham) and Sarah w2 remind us that Allah (5%

is the ultimate protector and guide for His servants and that turning to Him in times of hardship can
lead to miraculous outcomes.

e

Furthermore, the story demonstrates the importance of trust in Allah 5%\, even in the
most trying circumstances. Ibrahim =zic (Abraham) and Sarah .z put their complete trust in
Allah's 554222 ability to protect and guide them through their trials, ultimately leading to their
salvation.

The story of Ibrahim =it (Abraham) and Sarah in Egypt is a powerful example of how faith,

s 2P

supplication, and trust in Allah &%= can lead to miraculous outcomes and protect believers
from harm.

Supplication of Ibrahim’s 3Z2i<k (Abraham) for Hajar Gedis; and Ismail B (Ishmael)

When Allah 5%\, commanded lbrahim =z (Abraham) to take his wife Hajar w-: and
their nursing son Ismail ==t (Ishmael) on a long journey to the barren valley in Makkah, he left
them with only a small amount of food and enough water for two days.

As he prepared to depart, Hajar «=zi asked him why he was leaving them there. Ibrahim sz
(Abraham) did not answer, but she realized Allah 15;%=2. had commanded him to do this. She
asked him if this was the case, and he confirmed it. Ibrahim =zt (Abraham) then invoked
Almighty Allah G552 to make the city of Makkah a place of security and provide its people

T\ L7~

with fruits, especially those who believe in Allah |54 and the Last Day.

He also prayed for his and Ismail's »=ic (Ishmael) submission to Allah &%=, for their
offspring to be a nation submissive to Him, for guidance in the ceremonies of pilgrimage, and for a

e s

Messenger to be sent to recite Allah's (\55%\= verses to them and instruct them in the Islamic laws

and jurisprudence. Allah &%=, answered their Salawat by sending Muhammad * as the
Messenger.
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And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) said: "My Lord, make this city (Makkah) a place
of security and provide its people with fruits, such of them as believe in Allah and the Last
Day." He (Allah) answered: **As for him who disbelieves, I shall leave him in contentment for
a while, then I shall compel him to the torment of the Fire, and worst indeed is that
destination!"* And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) and (his son) Ismail (Ishmael) were
raising the foundations of the House (the Ka'bah at Makkah), (saying), ""Our Lord! Accept
(this service) from us. Verily! You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knower." **Our Lord! And
make us submissive unto You and of our offspring a nation submissive unto You and show us
our Manasik (all the ceremonies of pilgrimage - Hajj and *"Umrah, etc.), and accept our
repentance. Truly, You are the One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful. ""Our Lord!
Send amongst them a Messenger of their own (and indeed Allah answered their invocation by
sending Muhammad, Peace be upon him), who shall recite unto them Your verses and
instruct them in the Book (this Qur‘an) and Al-Hikmah (full knowledge of the Islamic laws
and jurisprudence or wisdom or Prophethood, etc.), and sanctify them. Verily! You are the
All-Mighty, the All-Wise.""™

The above verses refer to the supplication by Prophet Ibrahim sz (Abraham). It highlights
the profound faith and devotion of Prophet lbrahim ==i: (Abraham) towards Allah and his
unwavering commitment to His cause.

The Compliance (Ingiyad) of Prophet Ibrahim 3t (Abraham) to the Commandments of
Allah J&%s2

Muslims revere Prophet Ibrahim =zicc (Abraham) for his unyielding devotion, unwavering

T\ 7257

faith (Iman), and compliance (Ingiyad) to the commandments of Allah &%, Ibrahim's sz

T\ L7 ~

(Abraham) submission and obedience to Allah's 15552 commandments were exemplary, even in
the face of great difficulty and hardship.
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“And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim (Abraham) [i.e., Allah] tried him with (certain)
commandments, which he fulfilled. He (Allah) said (to him), “Verily, I am going to make you
a leader (Prophet) of mankind.” [Ibrahim (Abraham)] said: “And of my offspring (to make
leaders).” (Allah) said: “My Covenant (Prophethood, etc.) includes not Zalimun (polytheists

(1) Qur’an (126-129)
109



Roadmap to the Twins

and wrong-doers).”"

Allah &%= regards anyone that adopts a path other than the path of lbrahim sz
(Abraham) as foolish.
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“And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim (Abraham) (i.e., Islamic Monotheism)
except him who befools himself? Truly, We chose him in this world and verily, in the
hereafter he will be among the righteous.””

Allah 5%\ describes Ibrahim’s #zicc (Abraham) submission and keenness to teach the
correct behavior to his offspring.

z
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“When his Lord said to him: ‘Submit,” he said: | have submitted [in Islam] to the Lord of the
worlds.”®

Ibrahim ==ic (Abraham) and his offspring kept the tradition of passing on the truth to their
offspring.

[132:5 4 8 m] () 5 2025 AT59) 55 ’/%&A\Vﬁ BT ) 208 8 05 4l 2 0255 )
And this (submission to Allah, Islam) was enjoined by Ibrahim (Abraham) upon his sons and

by Ya’qub (Jacob), (saying), “O my sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) rehglon, then
die not except in the Faith of Islam (as Muslims — Islamic Monotheism).”"
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Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya’qub (Jacob)? When he said unto his sons,
“What will you worship after me?” They said: “We shall worship your llah (God — Allah),

(1) Qur’an (2:124)
(2) Qur’an (2:130)
(3) Qur’an (2:131)
(4) Qur’an (2:132)
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the llah (God) of your fathers, Ibrahim (Abraham), Ismail (Ishmael), Ishaqg (Isaac),
One llah (God), and to Him we submit (in Islam).”""

The legacy of Prophet Ibrahim =it (Abraham) and his family remains significant and all

Muslims will forever commemorate their actions every year when performing the rites of pilgrims
during the annual pilgrimage to Makkah (Hajj).
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And [mention] when We made the House a place of return for the people and [a place of]
security. And take, [O believers ], from the standing place of Abraham a place of Salah. And
We charged Abraham and Ishmael, [saying], “Purify My House for those who perform
Tawaf and those who are staying [there] for Wor(szgﬂp and those who bow and prostrate [in

Salah].”

Each branch from the People of the Book will claim that their branch is the correct path to
guidance. Moreover, they will claim that Ibrahim szic (Abraham) and his family used to follow

their path.
[135:8 80 5 5a] { 1,257 0208 311350 5,65 15 E5)
And they say, “Be Jews or Christians, then you will be guided.”(3)

However, Ibrahim szic (Abraham) and his family existed before Allah &%\ revealed
their original Books.
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Or say you that Ibrahim (Abraham), Ismail (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya’qub (Jacob) and Al-
Asbat [the twelve sons of Ya’qub (Jacob)] were Jews or Christians? Say, “Do you know better
or does Allah (knows better...; that they all were Muslims)? And who is more unjust than he
who conceals the testimony [i.e., to believe in Prophet Muhammad, Peace be upon him when

(1) Qur’an (2:133)
(2) Qur’an (2:125)
(3) Qur’an (2:135)
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he comes, written in their Books. (See verse 7:157)] he has from Allah? And Allah is not
unaware of what you do. »(1)

C >
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O People of the Book! Why do you dispute about Ibrahim (Abraham), while the Torah (Old
Testament) and the Injeel (Gospel) were not Eze)vealed till after him? Have you then no
sense?
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Ibrahim (Abraham) was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a true
Muslim Hanifa (Islamic Monotheism — to worship none but Allah Alone) and he was not
of Al-Mushrikun (See V.2:105).”

T\ 7587

Allah G552 instructs the believers to respond to their false claims:

[135:5,8 30 (05 iS00 50 G605 Gl 2o B 5 08

Say (to them, O Muhammad), “Nay, (We follow) only the religion of Ibrahim
(Abraham), Hanifa [Islamic Monotheism, i.e., to worship none but Allah (Alone)], and he was
not of Al-Mushrikun (those who worshiped others along with Allah — see V.2:105).”
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Say (O Muslims), “We believe in Allah and that which has been sent down to us and that
which has been sent down to Ibrahim (Abraham), Ismail (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya’qub
(Jacob), and to Al-Asbat [the twelve sons of Ya’qub (Jacob)], and that which has been given
to Musa (Moses) and Isa (Jesus), and that which has been given to the Prophets from their
Lord. We make no distinction between any of 'Egem, and to Him we have submitted (in

Islam).”

(1) Qur’an (2:140)
(2) Qur’an (3:65)
(3) Qur’an (3:67)
(4) Qur’an (2:135)
(5) Qur’an (2:136)
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Now, if they follow your invitation, they will be guided, but if they decline, expect them to

attempt to inflict harm upon you. But worry not, Allah /15542 will suffice you them since He
hears and knows quite well their scheming and plotting.

(it KA SR B o AU (55005 el G e aale G )iy 2212 56
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So, if they believe in the like of that which you believe, then they are rightly guided, but if
they turn away, then they are only in opposition. So, Allah will suffice you against them. And
He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower."")

One of the most notable examples of Ibrahim's =zt (Abraham) compliance (Ingiyad) is his
willingness to sacrifice his son, Ismail =zt (Ishmael), as a test of his faith (Iman) and devotion to
Allah 155022,
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“And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with him, he said: “O my son! I have seen in
a dream that | am slaughtering you (offer you in sacrifice to Allah so look what you think!”
He said: “O my father! Do that which you are commanded, Insha’Allah (if Allah wills), you

shall find me of As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.).””

Allah 1554222 commanded lbrahim sz (Abraham) to sacrifice his son to demonstrate his
love and obedience to Allah =% =2, Ibrahim »zie (Abraham) complied with Allah's (&%
command without hesitation, showing complete submission to His Will. This act of obedience and
submission to Allah 5%\ is commemorated by Muslims worldwide during the annual festival

of Eid al-Adha.

In contrast, the Children of Israel were asked to slaughter a cow, and they challenged, debated,
delayed, and negotiated the order, unlike Ibrahim =it (Abraham), who responded with, "We hear,

and we obey." Therefore, Ibrahim's sz (Abraham) compliance (Ingiyad) to Allah's (&%

commandments stands out as an example for all believers to follow. In another situation, Allah
A% commanded Ibrahim szice (Abraham) to get circumcised, and once again, his response to

Allah's 15;%=2. commandment was unquestionable obedience.

(1) Qur’an (2:137)
(2) Qur’an (37:102)
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Abu Hurairah 2. narrated that the Messenger of Allah = said: “lbrahim (Abraham)
03

circumcised himself when he was eighty years old, and he circumcised himself with an adze.”

Prophet Ibrahim =zicc (Abraham) and his righteous offspring were appointed as leaders to
humanity since they attested to and complied with Allah's &%\, commandments. Their legacy
remains significant, and Muslims commemorate their actions yearly during the pilgrimage to
Makkah (Hajj). Ibrahim's =zic (Abraham) keenness to teach correct behavior to his offspring is
also highlighted in the Qur’an. Each branch from the People of the Book claims that their path is
the correct path to guidance, and they even claim that Ibrahim ==z (Abraham) and his family
followed their path. However, Allah &%= instructs the believers to follow only the religion of
Ibrahim =z (Abraham), Hanifa, meaning Islamic monotheism (Tawheed), to worship Allah
A% alone.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Ibrahim's sz (Abraham) unwavering faith (Iman), devotion, and compliance
(Ingiyad) to Allah's &% commandments serve as a role model for all believers. Allah
A% regards anyone that adopts a path other than the path of Ibrahim szicc (Abraham) as
foolish. Therefore, it is essential to follow the example of Ibrahim =i (Abraham) and his family,

which is the path of Islamic monotheism (Tawheed), to worship none but Allah /&%= alone. If

A\ 8 s

others decline, believers should not worry, as Allah &%= will suffice them, for He hears and
knows their scheming and plotting.

The story of Ibrahim == (Abraham) and his family is a timeless example of unwavering

faith, devotion, and obedience to Allah &%\, It teaches us the importance of submitting to

-

Allah's &35, commandments, even in the face of great difficulty and hardship. Ibrahim’s sice
(Abraham) willingness to sacrifice his son and obedience to the commandment to get circumcised

A\ A8l

are just a few examples of his strong faith and devotion to Allah G542,

Moreover, the story of lbrahim =zi.c (Abraham) and his family highlights the importance of
passing on the truth to future generations. Ibrahim and his wife Sarah c-a., Hagar wa, and Ismail
szt (Ishmael) played a significant role in nurturing their children and instilling in them the

T\ Toe 87

importance of following Allah's G %2 path. Therefore, as witnesses of this story, we are

encouraged to follow in the footsteps of Ibrahim =zi.c (Abraham) and his family as fathers, sons,

(1) An adze (Qadum) is a carpenter’s tool (Small Axe)
(2) Al-Bukhari (6298) and Muslim (2370)
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wives, and mothers. We should strive to emulate their unwavering faith, devotion, and obedience to
Allah 5%\ and ensure we pass on the truth to our children and future generations. May Allah

<

15,4 guide us all and help us to walk in the path of righteousness like 1brahim =iz (Abraham)

and his family. Ameen.
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Part I1: Verses 142-283

Section I: Appointment and Roadmap
— TR

Overview

Surah Al-Bagarah is not just any chapter of the Qur’an; it is an extensive and profound guide
that provides a complete roadmap for Muslims to lead their lives according to Divine principles and
values.

Part | of the Surah Al-Bagarah established the foundation of the Ummah by identifying the
two primary qualities that the witnesses must uphold to witness the truth to humanity effectively.
These qualities are attestation (Tasdeeq), which is acknowledging and developing certainty in the
belief in the Unseen (Al-Ghayb), and compliance (Ingiyad) with the commands of Allah (&%
and His Messenger . Furthermore, Part | presented three tales from history, Adam i, the
Children of Israel, and lbrahim =it (Abraham), as experimental, cautionary, and exemplary,

respectively, for the witnesses to take heed of the past. These stories provide valuable lessons that
guide Muslims towards attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance (Ingiyad), the two essential qualities

oS e

that enable them to become effective witnesses of Allah's [15;%=2. message.

Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah, which spans from verse 142 to verse 283, provides a
comprehensive guide for Muslims to follow daily. This section of the Surah builds upon the
foundation in Part I, which established the two primary qualities the witnesses must uphold to
effectively perform their task of witnessing over humanity. These qualities are attestation
(Tasdeeq), which is acknowledging and developing certainty in the belief in the Unseen (Al-
Ghayb), and compliance (Ingiyad) with the commands of Allah 15;%\=2 and His Messenger .

Part Il reveals the guidance or curriculum the witnesses should follow to employ the two
primary qualities in implementing the curriculum through the actualization of monotheism
(Tawheed) in words, actions, and governance. Monotheism (Tawheed) means the Oneness of Allah
A%, is the foundation of Islam, and it encompasses the belief in the absolute Oneness of Allah
A%, His attributes, and His sovereignty. By actualizing monotheism (Tawheed), Muslims
demonstrate their commitment to Allah 1% and illustrate Islam's greatness daily. This can
lead non-Muslims to become attracted to Islam and embrace it.

Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah emphasizes the uniqueness of the Ummah as a witness to

humanity. Allah 1555\ has appointed Muslims as witnesses, entrusting them with a significant
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responsibility requiring them to act with righteousness and justice. This responsibility is not to be
taken lightly; Muslims are reminded to fulfill their role as witnesses to the best of their abilities.
Moreover, in the same verse where Allah 15422 appoints the Muslims as witnesses, Allah
A% directs them to a new Qiblah. This direction signifies the reality that Muslims are leaders
and guides to monotheism (Tawheed). Therefore, they are not to follow the People of the Book's
Qiblah even if it is legitimate, as in the case of Jerusalem's Bait Al-Maqdis. Instead, Muslims are
expected to take a new direction in their worship, signifying that they are not followers anymore
but leaders who must guide others toward righteousness and justice.

Allah 5% =2 also reminds the Ummah that as they call humanity to guidance, they will face
opponents. However, they are urged to endure patience and find solace in Salawat, not giving up
despite the tests they face in their lives. This is an essential reminder for Muslims, as it can be
challenging to carry the burden of responsibility that comes with being witnesses to humanity.
Despite the challenges, Muslims are reminded that Allah %22 is with them, and they should
remain steadfast in fulfilling their responsibilities.

Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah emphasizes the importance of upholding Allah's 15052
exclusive right of legislation and not transgressing against it. Muslims are warned against relying
on their intellect or following ancestral or societal norms contradicting Allah's J15;%\=. commands.
Doing so would be a form of transgression against Allah's J15:%\=2. exclusive right of legislation,
and it can lead to disobedience and corruption.

Muslims are also warned against setting rivals or partners with Allah 1%\, a grave sin in
Islam. This includes associating partners with Allah 155\ in worship, which is considered
Islam’s greatest sin. The Surah emphasizes the importance of monotheism (Tawheed), which is the
belief in the absolute Oneness of Allah 1%\, His attributes, and His sovereignty. Any deviation

S8

from this belief is a form of transgression against Allah's 15;%=2 exclusive right of legislation.

Furthermore, Muslims are warned against following the footsteps of Shaytan (Satan), the
ultimate enemy of mankind. Shaytan's (Satan) ultimate goal is to lead humans astray from the path
of Allah 15422 and towards destruction. Therefore, Muslims are reminded to be vigilant against
Shaytan's (Satan) deception and to seek refuge in Allah from his evil.

Additionally, Muslims are warned against manipulating the Revelation or concealing its
meaning for personal gain. The Revelation is a source of Divine guidance from Allah &%=, and
it is essential to understand it correctly and implement it in our lives. Therefore, any attempt to
manipulate or conceal the Revelation is a form of transgression against Allah's J\&;%\2 exclusive
right of legislation.
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Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah guides protecting the five necessities of Muslim life: religion,
life, family, intellect, and wealth. This section of the Surah emphasizes the importance of protecting
these necessities while promoting fairness and justice in all aspects of life.

Part 11 of Surah Al-Baqarah features five powerful stories illustrating Allah's J\&;%222 might
and power, emphasizing the importance of trusting and relying on Him alone. These stories include

the people who fled the plague, Taloot, and Goliath, Uzair, lIbrahim szic (Abraham) and Nimrod,
and Ibrahim ==t (Abraham) and the birds. Additionally, this section contains Ayatul Kursi, the
greatest verse in the entire Qur’an. It emphasizes the importance of enriching one's knowledge of
Allah's 5% =22, names and attributes, which empowers the witnesses to fulfill their responsibilities
effectively.

The Surah stresses the importance of Salah and submission to Allah &%= to achieve

righteousness and justice. It guides on social issues such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, and
financial transactions, promoting fairness and justice in all aspects of life. The Surah warns against
arrogance and self-righteousness, which can lead to corruption and injustice, and emphasizes the
importance of patience and perseverance in the face of adversity.

In conclusion, Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah is a motivational and inspiring guide that offers
Muslims a comprehensive and practical roadmap for their daily lives. It builds upon the foundation
in Part I, highlighting the significance of attestation (Tasdeeq) and compliance (Ingiyad) in
implementing guidance and conveying it through actualization to the world. This section empowers
the Ummah to become effective witnesses of Allah's /1%, message, promoting righteousness
and justice in all aspects of life.

Roadmap to Part Il: A Comprehensive Guide to Empower Muslim
Witnesses

Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah, spanning verses 142-283, appoints the Ummah as witnesses over
mankind, and Allah 15;%\=. reveals the curriculum, guidance, manuscript, and blueprint that the
community must uphold and promote to the world to demonstrate Allah's 5%\ absolute power
and might while preserving the five necessities.

Introduction: Part Il has three distinct openings

e First opening covers the appointment of Ummah as witnesses and their distinctiveness
through a unique Qiblah: Verses 142-152
e Second opening emphasizes the inevitability of tests and hardships: Verses 153-157

A\ 8s

o Third opening stresses Allah's 55222 exclusive right of legislation: Verses 158-176
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The Five Essentials: Verses 142-283

The manuscript guides Muslims to lead a holistic and fulfilling life while preserving the five
essentials: religion, life, family, intellect, and wealth.

The Power of Storytelling: Five Tales and Ayatul Kursi

Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah showcases the power of storytelling through five tales and Ayatul

Kursi, which demonstrate Allah's /15:%\=, absolute power and might, highlighting the importance

of following Islamic teachings without compromising one's livelihood. The stories featured in Part
I of Surah Al-Bagarah are:

The people fleeing from the plague

The tale of Taloot and Jaloot (Saul and Goliath)

The story of Uzayr (Ezra)

The account of Ibrahim =it (Abraham) and Nimrood
The narrative of Ibrahim szicc (Abraham) and the birds

Ayatul Kursi, the greatest verse of the Qur’an.

o g hrwWNE

Overall, Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah provides a comprehensive roadmap for the Ummah,

emphasizing the importance of adhering to Allah's [%;%=2. guidance and teachings, promoting
righteousness and justice, and showcasing His absolute power and might.

Introduction: Three Distinct Openings

Part 11 of Surah Al-Bagarah commences with an introduction that encompasses verses 142-176
and comprises three distinct openings:

The 1st Opening: The Appointed Witnesses and the Change of the Qiblah — VVerses (142-152)

Part Il begins with the appointing verse to emphasize the Ummah's vital role as witnesses to
the truth of Islam and as a model for humanity. In this verse, Allah &%\ said:

Y\giz;f@\u\ﬁu;uj\w(&&g LTS5 el (6 AAA TS Lan; BT Kaiar 1585 )
ﬁéym:;&,@ﬁ\& P ;j@rgp\jgﬁ(sum;j? &vggu;‘dy)\c»wru

[143:5 0 5 300 () 25 2y o

“Thus, We have made you [true Muslims —real believers of Islamic monotheism (Tawheed),
true followers of Prophet Muhammad and his Sunnah (legal ways)], a Wasat (just) (and the
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best) nation, that you be witnesses over mankind and the Messenger (Muhammad) be a
witness over you. And We made the Qiblah (Salah direction towards Jerusalem) which you
used to face, only to test those who followed the Messenger (Muhammad) from those who
would turn on their heels (i.e., disobey the Messenger). Indeed, it was great (heavy) except for
those whom Allah guided. And Allah would never make your faith (Salawat) to be lost (i.e.,
your Salahs offered towards Jerusalem). Truly, Allah is full of kindness, the Most Merciful
towards mankind.”"

The above verse highlights several important points about the Ummah and its role in the
world: -

Firstly: Allah /%% has honored the Ummah as a Wasat, a just and balanced nation. This
description emphasizes the importance of moderation in all aspects of life and the need for Muslims
to strive for balance in their beliefs and actions. As the best nation, Muslims are expected to set an
example for humanity to follow by embodying the qualities of justice and balance. Therefore,
Muslims must act fairly and impartially in all their dealings and work towards creating a just
society that benefits all members. Furthermore, by striving to embody these qualities, the Ummah
can inspire others to do the same and create a more harmonious and equitable world.

Secondly: Allah 15:%\= . has chosen the Ummah as witnesses over mankind, entrusting them
with the great responsibility of sharing the truth of Islam with the world. As believers, we must
positively influence society and promote the values and teachings of Islam peacefully and
respectfully. We must strive to embody monotheism (Tawheed), not just in our words but also in
our actions, and become an example of nobility and honor. Additionally, it is essential to establish a
political body that embodies the ideals of Islam, one that defends the principles of justice, equality,
and mercy. Through these efforts, we can fulfill our role as witnesses to the truth of Islam and
inspire others to join us in the pursuit of goodness and righteousness.

Thirdly: The change in the Qiblah from Jerusalem to Makkah was a significant event in the
history of Islam. It was a test of the Muslims' faith and obedience to the Messenger (Muhammad
), but it was also a way to distinguish the true believers from those who were not committed to the
message of Islam. By facing Makkah, the Muslims acknowledged their allegiance to the Prophet

g T w47

Muhammad = and his message as the final Revelation of Allah &%=, This change also
reminded Muslims that they should not blindly follow the practices of the past if they conflicted
with the guidance of Allah &%\, and His Messenger “2. The Muslims' connection to the
previous Prophets and Messengers was acknowledged. Still, they were also responsible for bearing
witness to the truth of Islam and promoting its message peacefully and respectfully while

embodying the values of balance, justice, and obedience to the Messenger (Muhammad ).

(1) Qur’an (2:143)
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Fourthly: Allah's /&% reassurance that the Salawat offered towards Jerusalem will not be
lost validates the Qiblah towards Jerusalem. It reminds Muslims of the importance of following the
example of previous Prophets and Messengers who faced Jerusalem. However, this reassurance
also reminds the Ummah that present-day claimants who refuse to follow the teachings of the
Prophet Muhammad = are indeed defiant to the teachings of past Prophets. Therefore, trusting
Allah's 15422 guidance, Muslims must continue to follow the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad = and prioritize following his Sunnah over the practices of other religions or cultures.
The Hadith reported by lbn Abbas :%: emphasizes the importance of following the Prophet's =
teachings. It reminds Muslims that they are more worthy and closer to Prophet Musa =i (Moses)
than the Jews themselves. By doing so, the Ummah can continue to be a just and balanced nation,
witnesses to the truth of Islam, and a model for humanity, as emphasized in the appointing verse.

Ibn Abbas 22 reported: The Messenger of Allah * came to Madinah and he found the Jews
fasting on the day of Ashura. The Prophet “* said, “What is this day you are fasting?” They said,
“This is a great day in which Allah saved Musa (Moses) and his people, and he drowned Pharaoh
and his people. Musa (Moses) fasted on it due to gratitude, so we also fast on it.” The Prophet “*
said, “We are more worthy and closer to Musa (Moses) than you.” The Prophet “* fasted on the day
of Ashura and he commanded fasting on it."”

Fifthly: The change of the Qiblah served as a test for the followers of the previous Prophets
and Messengers who faced Jerusalem as their Qiblah. They claimed that Prophet Muhammad =
and his followers were merely followers of their Qiblah, but when Allah 15%=2. changed the
Qiblah to Makkah, they were the first to incite doubt and promote rejection of the new legislation.
Their refusal to adhere to the new Qiblah was a clear sign that they were not following the truth. As
believers, we must trust in Allah's %= guidance and follow the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad =, as he is the final Messenger, and his message is the truth. Let us not be like those
who reject the truth out of pride and stubbornness, but rather let us be like the appointed witnesses,
embodying balance, justice, and obedience to Allah's J15;%=2 Will.

The Significance of the Change in Qiblah Direction: A Reminder for Muslims to Follow
Divine Guidance and Distinguish Themselves from Other Faiths

The Qiblah, or the direction of Salah, is essential in Islam. Muslims face the Ka'abah in
Makkah when they perform their Salawat. This direction was established by the Prophet
Muhammad = after he received Revelation from Allah &2,

Before this Revelation, Muslims used to pray in the direction of Jerusalem, the direction of
Salah of the People of the Book. However, when the Muslims migrated from Makkah to Madinah,
Allah /&%=, commanded them to change their direction of Salah to the Ka'bah in Makkabh.

(1) Sahth al-Bukhari 2004, Sahih Muslim 1130
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Al-Bara’ ibn Azib 2. narrated that the Prophet = prayed facing Al-Agsa Mosque (Baitul-
Magqdis) for sixteen or seventeen months, but he wished that he could pray facing the Ka’bah at
Makkah."” Even when the Prophet # was still in Makkah, he always stood south of the Ka’bah
during his Salawat so he could face both the Ka’bah and the Al-Agsa Mosque (Baitul-Maqdis)
concurrently.

After Prophet’s = migration (Hijrah) to Madinah, the Prophet “* and the companions
continued to pray, facing Al-Agsa Mosque (Baitul-Maqdis), which meant they had to turn away
from the Ka’bah since Madinah is located on the north of Makkah and south of Jerusalem. Al-Bara’
Ibn ‘Azib 2 narrated in a narration: We prayed with the Messenger of Allah = facing towards Al-
Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem (Baitul-Magqdis) for eighteen months, the Qiblah changed to the Ka’bah
after entering Madinah. When The Messenger of Allah == would pray to face Al-Agsa Mosque
(Baitul-Maqdis), he would often lift his face towards the heavens, and Allah &%= knew what
was in the heart of His Prophet 2 and how he longed to face the Ka’bah (during Salah).®

Muslims, who witness the truth, must not imitate any other community, even in their religious
practices. The Prophet Muhammad ** warned Muslims about following the example of the Jews
and Christians. Abu Sa’id al-Khudri 2 reported Allah’s Messenger “* as saying: You would tread
the same path as was trodden by those before you inch by inch and step by step, so much so that if
they had entered the hole of the lizard, you would follow them in this also. We said: Allah’s
Messenger, do you mean Jews and Christians (by your words)” those before you™? He said: Who
else (than those two religious’ groups)?(B)

The Change of Qiblah: Separating Muslims from Jews and Christians

Since the time of Prophet Muhammad “* and his companions, Muslims prayed towards the
Qiblah in Al-Agsa Mosque (Baitul-Maqdis), just like the Jews and Christians. However, the Jews
and Christians felt that the Prophet = was following them, which made them think that they did not
have to follow him. They believed that everyone was praying towards "their" Qiblah in Baitul-
Magqdis; therefore, they thought they were on the right creed and superior.

To end this confusion, Allah 15422 revealed the new direction of Salah, and Muslims were
ordered to pray towards the Ka'bah in Makkah. This was a significant step to separate the Muslims

from the Jews and Christians and show their unique identity. Allah &%= commands the
direction of sacred Salah, and Muslims submit and obey all His commandments.

(1) Sahih Al-Bukhari
(2) Sunan Ibn Majah
(3) Sahih Muslim
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Although the People of the Book knew that the change of the Qiblah was the truth from their
Lord, they continued to reject it and cast doubt about the legislation. Allah &%= said:
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“The foolish among the people will say, ‘What has turned them away from their Qiblah,
which they used to face?’ Say, ‘To Allah belongs the east and the west. He guides whom He
wills to a straight path.””™

Allah 15522 said:
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“Certainly, the people who were given the Scriptures (i.e., Jews and the Christians) know well
that, that (you’re turning towards the direction of the Ka’bah at Makkah in Salahs) is the
truth from their Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what they do.”?

Allah 154222 reminds the believers that they will never be able to settle the dispute
regarding the change of the direction of Salah (Qiblah), although the People of the Book know the
truth with the same certainty that they know their children. They are quarrelsome people and will
never be content and accept the truth. Allah &% 22 said:
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“And even if you were to bring to the People of the Book all the Ayat (proofs, evidence,
verses, lessons, signs, Revelations, etc.), they would not follow your Qiblah (Salah direction),
nor are you going to follow their Qiblah (Salah direction). And they will not follow each
other’s Qiblah (Salah direction). Verily, if you follow their desires after that which you have
received of knowledge (from Allah), then indeed you will be one of the Zalimun (polytheists,
wrong-doers, etc.)”®

-,

Allah J&5%2 2 said:

(1) Qur’an (2:142)
(2) Qur’an (2:144)
(3) Qur’an (2:145)
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“Those to whom We gave the Scripture (Jews and Christians) recognize him (Muhammad, or
the Ka’bah at Makkah) as they recognize their sons. But verily, a party of them conceal the
truth while they know it — [i.e., the qualities of Muhammad which are written in the Torah

(Old Testament) and the Injeel (Gospel)].”"

Even though the Prophet = would have loved to have the direction of Salah (Qiblah) changed
to the direction of the Ka'bah, he did not question nor challenge Allah &%\ and continued
obeying His commandment. However, the time had come to empower the believers with their
unique Salah direction to separate them from the Jews and Christians. Indeed, the latter group knew
from their scriptures that this change was evidence of the truth. But they were heedless of the truth
and remained stubborn in their vanity. Allah 5% 222 said:
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“We have certainly seen the turning of your face, [O Muhammad], toward the heaven, and
We will surely turn you to a gibla with which you will be pleased. So, turn your face toward
al-Masjid al-Haram. And wherever you [believers ] are, turn your faces toward it [in Salah].

Indeed, those who have been given the Scripture well know that it is the truth from their
Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what they do.”"”

Allah G022 said:
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“So, from wherever you go out [for Salah, O Muhammad] turn your face toward al-Masjid
al-Haram, and indeed, it is the truth from your(%ord. And Allah is not unaware of what you
do.”

Allah 1G22 is telling the believers that the change of the direction of Salah is from Him,

and it is the ultimate truth that should not be doubted. Allah <%= said:

(1) Qur’an (2:146)
(2) Qur’an (2:144)
(3) Qur’an (2:149)
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“(This is) the truth from your Lord. So be you not one of those who doubt.”™"

The 2nd Opening: The Importance of Patience in Da'wah and Facing Defiance as a Universal
Sunnah for Muslims — VVerses 153-157

As witnesses to the truth, Muslims are called upon to lead and guide humanity toward the
straight path, which can often result in facing defiance and harm. Allah 15422 said:
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“And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives and
fruits, but give glad tidings to As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.).”"”)

However, Allah 5422 reminds the believers that their adherence to His commandment may
incite the People of the Book to inflict harm. In this situation, Muslims are encouraged to be patient
and steadfast and seek Allah's /15;%=2. help through consistent remembrance and Salah. Mankind
is not our greatest danger, but disobeying Allah /15552 and His commandment is the real danger

T\ “oe 87

for the believing Muslim. Allah &35 222 said:
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“So, fear them not, but fear Me! - And so that I may complete My Blessings on you and that
you may be guided.”®

Allah 155522 said:

>
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“Therefore, remember Me (by praying, glorifying, etc.). I will remember you, and be grateful
to Me (for My countless Favors on you) and never be ungrateful to Me.”"

(1) Qur’an (2:147)
(2) Qur’an (2:155)
(3) Qur’an (2:150)
(4) Qur’an (2:152)
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Patience is crucial when giving Da'wah or inviting others to Islam. It involves inviting others
to explore and understand the teachings and principles of Islam, which can be met with skepticism,
criticism, or hostility. Therefore, it is essential for those giving Da'wah to remain patient,
composed, and respond to objections respectfully and thoughtfully. In addition, Muslims are
encouraged to demonstrate the positive aspects of Islam through their actions and behavior. Allah
A said:
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“0O you who believe! Seek help in patience and As-Salah. Truly! Allah is with As-Sabirin (the
patient ones, etc.).”""

Besides patience, a good understanding of Islam's principles and teachings is vital when giving
Da'wah. It enables one to answer questions and objections effectively and provide accurate
information about Islam. The goal of Da'wah is to invite others to Islam peacefully and respectfully
and to encourage dialogue and understanding between people of different faiths and backgrounds.

Allah 15522 tests humankind with various inflictions, such as fear, hunger, and loss of

wealth, lives, and fruits. However, Allah &%=, promises glad tidings for those who remain
patient during life's difficulties.

In conclusion, as witnesses to the truth, Muslims may face defiance and harm when leading
and guiding humanity toward the straight path. However, Allah 5%\ reminds us to remain
patient and steadfast, seek His help, and understand Islam's principles and teachings well. By doing
so, Muslims can effectively give Da'wah and invite others to explore Islam's beauty and wisdom.

The 3rd Opening: Legislation is Allah's J&%=:% Exclusive Right: Its Implications for
Muslims — Verses 158-176

The 3rd opening of the Qur'an emphasizes the importance of recognizing that legislation is
Allah's &% exclusive right. Allah 15622 is the sole legislator in Islam, and His
commandments are absolute and binding. This means that Muslims believe that Allah /15422 has
the ultimate authority to legislate and determine what is permissible and impermissible and that His

laws and commandments are contained within the Qur'an and the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad .

This belief is based on the Islamic concept of monotheism (Tawheed), which emphasizes the
unity and sovereignty of God over all creation. It is also believed that Allah's /&%= laws and

(1) Qur’an (2:153)
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commandments are based on Divine wisdom and justice and are designed to promote humanity's
well-being and happiness.

The implications of this belief for Islamic governance and law (Shari‘ah) are significant.
Islamic law (Shari'ah) is based on the belief that the source of legislation is a Divine Revelation,
and that the role of human authorities is to interpret and apply these laws in a just and fair manner.

Thus, while Allah's (%% laws and commandments are absolute and binding, human
authorities are responsible for ensuring that these laws are applied fairly and justly to all members
of society. Therefore, the Islamic legal system (Shari‘ah) is based on a balance between Divine
guidance and human interpretation and implementation. However, some obstacles and deterrents
can come between Muslims and the implementation of Allah's [5;%\= directives. Therefore,
witnesses must avert these obstacles, which include the followings:

1. The Importance of Avoiding Intellect When it Comes to Allah's /5% Legislation
The Sin of Concealing the Truth: Warning Against Manipulating Allah's (&6
Legislations
Beware of Setting up Rivals to Allah /&%=, and Abandoning His Legislation
Recognizing and Avoiding the Steps of Shaytan (Satan) in Overriding Allah's Legislations
The Danger of Ancestral Heritage Overriding Allah's /&%= Legislations in Islam
The Importance of Appreciating the Wisdom Behind Allah's 15;%\=2 Divine Laws
Trading the Truth for Fleeting Gain: The Danger of Prioritizing Worldly Desires Over

Allah's 1555422 Legislation

N
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The Balance of Divine Guidance and Human Reasoning in Islamic Law

In Islam, the concept of legislation as Allah's [55;%\=2 exclusive right is fundamental and has
significant implications for the practice of the faith. The Qur'an and the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad * contain the laws and commandments that are believed to be based on Divine
wisdom and justice, designed to promote humanity's well-being and happiness.

However, sometimes human reasoning and intellect can conflict with Allah's 15522
directives, leading to confusion and hesitation among believers. The story of the Sa'ee between Safa
and Marwah serves as an example of how the companions of the Prophet Muhammad ** employed
their human reasoning to refrain from performing an integral ritual of Hajj and Umrah.

When the companions reached the hills of Safa and Marwah, they hesitated to perform the
Sa'ee between them because the area was previously associated with the worship of idols. Their
hesitation was understandable, given the historical context of the place and their sincere desire to
avoid anything that could potentially lead to idolatry.
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However, Allah 15522 revealed verses from the Qur'an to the Prophet Muhammad = that
affirmed the sanctity of the Sa'ee and commanded the companions to perform it without any
reservations. The verses made it clear that the Sa'ee was a ritual that Allah 15422 had
commanded, and it was not to be abandoned or neglected because of past cultural or societal
practices that may have been associated with idolatry. Allah 55522 said:
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"Indeed, as-Safa and al-Marwah are among the symbols of Allah. So, whoever makes Hajj to
the House or performs "‘Umrah - there is no blame upon him for walking between them. And
whoever volunteers good - then indeed, Allah is appreciative and knowing."®

This incident shows that while human reasoning and intellect are important, they cannot
override Allah's 155552 directives. In Islam, the source of legislation is considered to be a Divine
Revelation, and the role of human authorities is to interpret and apply these laws in a just and fair
manner. Therefore, human reasoning and intellect can help us understand and reflect upon the

Qur'an, but they cannot replace Allah's 1%\ commandments.

Furthermore, the story of the Sa'ee also highlights the importance of following
Allah's [1&;%\2 guidance and commandments rather than cultural or societal practices that may

have been associated with idolatry in the past. The worship of Allah 5%\ should be based on

His guidance and commandments rather than on cultural practices that may not have any basis in
the Qur'an or the teachings of Prophet Muhammad .

In conclusion, the story of the Sa'ee between Safa and Marwah is a powerful reminder that
while human reasoning and intellect are important, they cannot override Allah's 15022
directives. It also emphasizes the importance of following Allah's [15%=2. guidance and
commandments rather than cultural or societal practices that may have been associated with

idolatry in the past. As believers, we must rely on Allah's /I%;%\=22 guidance and commandments to
lead us on the right path, and we must strive to understand and implement them in our daily lives.

(1) Qur’an (2:158)
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The Sin of Concealing the Truth in Islam: Warning Against Manipulating Allah's J&%s:2
Legislations

This warning against concealing the truth also extends to manipulating it. Muslims are
commanded to uphold the truth and avoid distorting it to serve their interests or to override Allah's
A% commandments. Allah 155522 said:

-
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“Indeed, those who conceal what We sent down of clear proofs and guidance after We made
it clear for the people in the Scripture - those arc(e )cursed by Allah and cursed by those who
curse.”"

Similarly, the Prophet Muhammad ** is reported to have said: "Whoever conceals knowledge,
Allah J15;%:2 will brand him with the branding iron from the Hellfire."®

Manipulating the truth is a severe offense in Islam, and those who do so are considered to be
committing a grave sin. The Prophet Muhammad * said, “Be truthful, for indeed, truthfulness leads
to righteousness, and righteousness leads to Paradise. And a man continues to be truthful and
encourages truthfulness until he is written down with Allah as truthful. And beware of falsehood,
for indeed, falsehood leads to wickedness, and wickedness leads to the Hellfire. And a man
continues to tell lies and encourages falsehood until he is written down with Allah as a liar.”

Manipulating the truth can take many forms, such as twisting facts or concealing information
to deceive others. It can also involve spreading false rumors or accusations that harm others. These
actions are all contrary to the teachings of Islam, which emphasizes the importance of honesty and
truthfulness in all aspects of life.

Moreover, manipulating the truth to override Allah's 15%\=2. commandments is an even
graver offense. It is an act of rebellion against Allah 1554222, the sole legislator, and shows a lack

of faith in His guidance and wisdom. This kind of behavior is harmful to the individual and society
as a whole, as it can lead to widespread corruption and injustice.

Therefore, Muslims must uphold the truth and avoid concealing or manipulating it.
Furthermore, Muslims must seek knowledge and understand the commandments of Allah (&%
and His guidance through the Qur'an and the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad “. They must

(1) Qur’an (2:159)
(2) Sunan Ibn Majah
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also be truthful and honest in all their dealings with others and avoid spreading false rumors or
accusations.

In conclusion, concealing or manipulating the truth to override Allah's 15622
commandments is a grave sin in Islam. Muslims must uphold the truth and avoid distorting it for
their gain or to deceive others. Only by following the truth can one attain righteousness and
ultimately be rewarded with Paradise by Allah 15522,

Beware of Setting up Rivals to Allah §G;%\=:2 and Abandoning His Legislation

The concept of monotheism (Tawheed), or the Oneness of Allah 1%\, is paramount in
Islam. Muslims believe in the unity and sovereignty of Allah 15%=2., and He is the only one

worthy of worship. Therefore, setting up rivals with Allah &%=, whether in worship or belief,
is considered an act of polytheism, and it is one of the gravest sins in Islam.

One of how people set up rivals with Allah &%\ is by bypassing or going against His
legislation due to obeying the directives of their religious leaders or any other authority figures.
They follow man-made rules contradicting Allah's 5%, commandments and abandon His

S

sublime legislations. However, Allah &%\ warns against taking rivals alongside Him and

loving them as they love Allah &%, The Qur'an explicitly warns against setting up rivals to
Allah 155522 in Surah Al-Bagarah:
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“And of mankind are some who take (for worship) others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah).
They love them as they love Allah.”™"

Some Jews and Christians take their religious leaders as rivals along with Allah &%=,

Adi ibn Hatim :£. reported: | came to the Prophet == while | had a crucifix of gold around my

neck. The Prophet = said: “O ‘Adi! Remove this idol from yourself!” I heard him reciting the verse
in Surah At-Tawbah.
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“They have taken their priests and rabbis as Lords besides Allah.”?

(1) Qur’an (2:165)
(2) Qur’an (9:31)
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The Prophet = explained this by stating, “As for them, they did not worship them, but rather
when they made something lawful for them, they considered it lawful. When they made something
unlawful for them, they considered it unlawful.”™

The Prophet Muhammad “ also warned against setting up rivals with Allah &5, For

example, Adi ibn Hatim :2: reported having a gold crucifix around his neck. When he visited the
Prophet =, he asked him to remove it, saying that taking religious leaders and scholars as lords
alongside Allah 15;%=2. is against the teachings of Islam. The Prophet = also recited the verse
mentioned above from Surah At-Tawbah to emphasize this point.

The Prophet = further explained that people who set up rivals with Allah &%= do not

T\ Sz 82

necessarily worship them, but they obey them in matters that contradict Allah's JIGGGs2
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commandments. They follow their directives and abandon the true guidance of Allah 1G22,

In conclusion, setting up rivals with Allah 154222 and following their directives against
Allah's 1555\ commandments is a severe offense in Islam. Muslims must be vigilant and avoid
following any authority figures who lead them astray from the path of Allah 154222, We must

29
s

love and obey Allah 5%\ above all others and not abandon His sublime legislations for any

reason. By doing so, we will protect ourselves from the sin of polytheism and ensure that we follow
the true path of Islam.

Recognizing and Avoiding the Steps of Shaytan (Satan) in Overriding Allah's JG&sz
Legislations

A\ S8

Shaytan's (Satan) steps are a common deterrent to implementing Allah's ;%\ legislation.
Therefore, the Qur’an warns believers about the tactics Shaytan (Satan) uses to lead people astray,
such as whispering doubts and desires, promoting sin and disobedience, and instilling fear and
despair.

One of the most significant steps of Shaytan (Satan) is to encourage people to question and
doubt Allah's 5% commandments. Shaytan (Satan) exploits people's natural inclination to
seek knowledge and understand the world around them. However, in doing so, Shaytan (Satan)
leads people to question the authority of Allah 1%\ and His Divine guidance, which can
ultimately lead to disobedience and sin.

Another step of Shaytan (Satan) is to promote disobedience and sin. Shaytan (Satan) does this
by encouraging people to indulge in their desires and engage in actions contrary to Allah's &5

29

(1) Source: Sunan al-Tirmidhi 3095: Hasan (fair) according to Al-Albani
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commandments. Shaytan (Satan) convinces people that disobedience and sin are enjoyable and
harmless, leading them to disregard the consequences of their actions and ultimately leading them
away from Allah G52,

Furthermore, Shaytan (Satan) instills fear and despair in people, causing them to lose hope in
Allah's &%\ mercy and forgiveness. Shaytan (Satan) does this by reminding people of their
past sins and mistakes, making them feel as though they are unworthy of Allah's &%\ mercy
and forgiveness. This makes people hopeless and despair, ultimately leading them away from Allah
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JG%le2Z and His Divine guidance.

To overcome Shaytan's (Satan) steps, believers must remain steadfast in their faith and seek
refuge in Allah 15022, Allah 1&5% said:
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“0O mankind! Eat of that which is lawful and good on the earth and follow not the footsteps
of Shaytan (Satan). Verily, he is to you an open enemy. [Shaytan (Satan)] commands you only
what is evil and Fahsha (sinful), and that you should say against Allah what you know not.”"")

Furthermore, they must avoid questioning Allah's 5%\, commandments and trust His
Divine wisdom. Additionally, they must resist the temptation to indulge in their desires and remain
obedient to Allah's [5;%\= 2. commandments. Finally, they must maintain hope and trust in Allah's
A% mercy and forgiveness, knowing He is always ready to forgive those who repent and seek
His forgiveness.

The Danger of Ancestral Heritage Overriding Allah's §&;%=:2 Legislations in Islam

Ancestral heritage (Sunnat-ul Al-Abaa’) should not hinder the application of Allah's 15%=2
legislation. Instead, Muslims should seek knowledge and understand the Qur'an and the teachings
of the Prophet Muhammad * to distinguish between what is permissible and impermissible.
Blindly following the practices of one's ancestors without questioning whether they are in line with
Islamic teachings is unacceptable and goes against the principles of Islam. Therefore, Allah
A% is warning the witnesses against following the ancestral religious, cultural heritages, and

societal norms. Allah 54222 said:

(1) Qur’an (2:168-169)
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“When it is said to them: ‘Follow what Allah has sent down.” They say: ‘Nay! We shall follow
what we found our fathers following.” (Would they do that!) Even though their fathers did
not understand anything, nor were they guided?”"”

Therefore, Muslims need to seek knowledge and understand the Qur'an and the teachings of
the Prophet Muhammad * to distinguish between what is permissible and impermissible. Muslims
should not blindly follow the practices of their forefathers or ancestors without questioning whether
they align with Islamic teachings.

It is important to note that Islam does not reject culture or tradition but seeks to purify and
elevate them. Therefore, Islam encourages Muslims to embrace their cultural heritage and customs
as long as they align with Islamic teachings.

The Importance of Appreciating the Wisdom Behind Allah's J&%=:2 Divine Laws

Not appreciating the wisdom behind Allah's /\&;%\=22 Divine laws hinders developing a deep
love and devotion to Allah &%\ and His religion. Therefore, Muslims are encouraged to not

only follow the commandments of Allah 15;%=. but also to understand the wisdom behind them.
The Divine laws are based on a deep understanding of human nature and needs and are not
arbitrary.
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Appreciating the wisdom behind Allah's 15556222 Divine laws can deepen one's understanding
and strengthen their faith. The more Muslims understand the reasoning behind Allah's 1G5
commandments, the more they can appreciate the benefits they bring to their lives. For example,
the prohibition of alcohol and gambling can protect individuals and society from the harms of
addiction and financial ruin. In addition, fasting during the month of Ramadan can teach self-
discipline and empathy toward the less fortunate. These are just a few examples of the wisdom
behind Allah's 1555\, commandments. Allah %5522 said:
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“0 you who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism)! Eat of the lawful things
that We have provided you with, and be grateful to Allah, if it is indeed, He Whom you
worship.”"?)

(1) Qur’an (2:170)
(2) Qur’an (2:172)
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When Muslims appreciate the wisdom behind Allah's 15%=2. Divine laws, they are likelier
to follow them sincerely and passionately. This leads to a stronger connection with Allah 1555622
and a more profound love for His religion. In contrast, when Muslims do not understand or
appreciate the wisdom behind the Divine laws, they may feel burdened or resentful towards them.
This can lead to a lack of devotion to Allah 1%\ and His religion.

Therefore, Muslims need to strive to understand and appreciate the wisdom behind Allah's

A&l Divine laws. This can be done through seeking knowledge, studying the Qur'an and
Hadith, and reflecting on the benefits of following Allah's /&%=, commandments. By doing so,

Muslims can deepen their love and devotion to Allah \55;%=2 and His religion and live a fulfilling
and purposeful life following His guidance.

Trading the Truth for fleeting Gain: The Danger of Prioritizing Worldly Desires Over Allah's
J&ERaz Legislation

In Islam, sacrificing the truth for temporary worldly gains is discouraged. The Qur'an and the
teachings of the Prophet Muhammad ** are considered the most incredible blessings and source of
guidance from Allah &%\, Therefore, Muslims are expected to value and follow the truth even
if it means foregoing worldly benefits.

Allah 15:%\=2 warns against those who conceal or ignore the truth and instead seek worldly
gains. The Qur'an describes such individuals as being misguided and warns of the consequences
they will face. They will suffer a painful punishment and not receive any purification or forgiveness

po

from Allah 54222 on the Day of Judgment. Allah 155552 warns the witness against trading the
truth for a fleeting gain. Allah 5%\ said:
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“Verily, those who conceal what Allah has sent down of the Book and purchase a small gain

therewith (of worldly things), they eat into their bellies nothing but fire. Allah will not speak

to them on the Day of Resurrection, nor purify them, and theirs will be a painful torment.”®"

Allah 1&022 said:

(1) Qur’an (2:174)
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“Those are they who have purchased error at the price of guidance, and torment at the price
of Forgiveness. So how bold they are (for evil deeds which will push them) to the Fire.”""

Allah 155522 said:
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“That is because Allah has sent down the Book (the Qur'an) in truth. And verily, those who
disputed as regards the Book are far away in opposition.”

This highlights the importance of valuing and understanding the wisdom behind Allah's
A% Divine laws and teachings. It also emphasizes that material possessions and gains are
fleeting and insignificant compared to the rewards and blessings of following the truth in this life

and the hereafter.

(1) Qur’an (2:175)
(2) Qur’an (2:176)
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Part I1: Verses 142-283

Section II: The Curriculum
e T e

In Islamic teachings, the five necessities are considered fundamental aspects of human life
essential for the well-being of individuals and society. These five necessities are religion, life
(nafs), progeny (nasl), intellect (agl), and wealth (maal).

Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah from verses 142-283 provides guidance and examples on
cultivating and safeguarding the five necessities of religion, life, progeny, intellect, and wealth in
Islam. The verses in this section emphasize the importance of faith and good deeds, preserving life,
the sanctity of the family unit, seeking knowledge, and charitable giving.

Part Il provides specific guidance on these essentials, such as Salah, fasting, pilgrimage,
marriage, inheritance, business transactions, and social welfare. Through the verses in Part Il of
Surah Al-Bagarah, individuals are encouraged to live a balanced life that incorporates all aspects of
the five necessities. This section of the Qur’an provides a comprehensive understanding of Islamic
teachings. It serves as a roadmap for individuals seeking to live fulfilling lives that uphold these
essential aspects of human existence.

Before we present the verses from Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah that contribute to the

cultivation, nurturing, and protection of these five necessities, let us take a moment to briefly shed
some light on these essential aspects of human life in Islam.

The Significance of Religion

Religion is the foundation of human existence because it is the purpose behind human

creation. Allah 15551222 has stated in the Qur’an:

[56:b 3] e o ) Syl BT s g
“I have not created jinn and mankind except to worship Me.”"")

Therefore, the Islamic teachings guide how to enhance the innate necessity to worship and lead
a spiritual life. Islam emphasizes the importance of faith (Iman) and good deeds, essential

(1) Quran (51:56).
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components of a Muslim's life. Faith (Iman) is considered the bedrock of a Muslim's existence, and
it is necessary to develop a deep understanding of Islamic beliefs and practices.

Islamic teachings guide various acts of worship, including Salah, fasting, pilgrimage, and
charitable giving, which are essential for spiritual development. By engaging in these acts of
worship and developing a deep understanding of Islamic beliefs, individuals can lead a fulfilling
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life in accordance with Allah's &%= Will. The ultimate goal of a Muslim's life is to achieve
closeness to Allah &%\, and Islamic teachings provide the roadmap for individuals seeking to
enhance their spirituality and connect with their Creator.

The Sacredness of Life and its Protection in Islam

In Islam, life (nafs) is considered sacred, and it is of utmost importance to protect it at all costs.
Islam encourages individuals to take care of their physical and mental health and avoid anything
that may harm themselves or others. This includes avoiding harmful substances, such as alcohol
and drugs, and caring for one's body through a healthy lifestyle. Allah 5422 has legislated laws
and guidelines in the Qur’an and Sunnah to protect human life and promote well-being, such as
laws prohibiting consuming certain types of food that are harmful to human health.

Additionally, Islam strictly prohibits suicide, as it is considered a grave sin and a violation of
the sanctity of life. Suicide is seen as rejecting the blessings that Allah 15:%\=. has bestowed upon
an individual and denying His ultimate authority over life and death. Moreover, Islam has
prescribed the penal code of Qisas for murder, which means that the punishment for taking a life
unjustly is equal to the sentence for the crime committed.

Islam teaches that preserving life is paramount, and individuals are taught to value and cherish
their lives. This includes caring for one's mental health and seeking help when needed. Therefore,
Islam encourages individuals to seek medical treatment for any physical or mental illnesses and to
take the necessary precautions to protect themselves and others from harm.

Progeny, Lineage, and Honor: The Interconnected Necessities of Nasl
in Islam

Progeny (nasl) is an essential aspect of human life in Islam, as it ensures the continuation of
the human race and the preservation of the family unit. Islam recognizes the importance of lineage,
and the next generation is entitled to be born into a household with an identified mother and father.
This recognition is to preserve the innate status of progenies and enhance it in the light of the
Revelation.

Islam emphasizes the importance of marriage, procreation, and raising children in a healthy
and nurturing environment. The family unit is considered the basic building block of society, and
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the family's well-being is essential for the community's well-being. Therefore, Islam recognizes
marriage as a means of protection for the reproduction of the next generations. Consequently, it
promotes marriage between a man and a woman, as it provides a stable and nurturing environment
for the children.

In Islam, relationships outside marriage are considered disgraceful and a major sin, leading to
humiliation for the parents and the community. Therefore, Islam has legislated the institution of
marriage to preserve honor and dignity within the family and society. The marriage contract is a
legal and binding agreement that protects the rights of both spouses and their progeny, ensuring a
harmonious and peaceful family life.

In summary, progeny, lineage, and honor are interrelated aspects of the necessity of nasl in
Islam. Islam recognizes the importance of marriage, procreation, and raising children in a healthy
and nurturing environment to ensure the continuation of the human race and the preservation of the
family unit. The institution of marriage is essential for protecting the honor and dignity of the
family and society.

Intellect and Education in Islam: Promoting Rational Thinking and
Prohibiting Harmful Substances

Intellect (aqgl) is considered a fundamental aspect of human life in Islam. It is seen as a gift
from Allah 15%\=2 and must be used to better oneself and society. Therefore, Islam mandates
education for every Muslim to promote intellect and rational thinking development. Knowledge,
critical thinking, and rational decision-making are encouraged in Islam to enhance the

understanding of the world and better serve Allah's IS5\ purpose.

In Islam, education is considered a lifelong process, and individuals are encouraged to seek
knowledge in various fields, including science, literature, and theology. The pursuit of knowledge
is highly valued in Islam, and it is believed that acquiring knowledge leads to a deeper
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understanding of Allah's [5;%=2 creation and the fulfillment of His purpose.

Islam also recognizes the harmful effects of alcohol and intoxicants on the intellect and the
human body. Therefore, Islam strictly prohibits the consumption of alcohol and intoxicants.
Banning these substances aims to protect individuals from the harmful effects of intoxication,
which can lead to impaired judgment, decision-making, and irrational behavior.

The Islamic Perspective on Wealth and Ethical Conduct in Business
Transactions

Wealth (maal) is one of the five necessities in Islam and is considered a blessing from Allah
155\, However, with this blessing comes responsibility, and Islam teaches that wealth must be

138



Roadmap to the Twins

acquired and used lawfully and ethically. In Islam, individuals are encouraged to be responsible and
charitable with their wealth and to avoid greed and extravagance. The distribution of wealth is also
emphasized, and individuals are encouraged to give to those in need and contribute to the
betterment of society.

Islam teaches that financial transactions and business dealings must be conducted ethically and
transparently. Therefore, Islam has outlawed usury, bribery, and theft and has legislated specific
guidelines for conducting business transactions, trading, and commodities exchanges. These
guidelines ensure that financial dealings are conducted fairly and justly, and they emphasize the
importance of honesty and integrity in business practices.

In addition, Islam has prescribed a penal code for stealing, and the punishment for stealing is
determined based on the value of the stolen property and other specific circumstances. However,
Islam also emphasizes forgiveness and encourages individuals to seek forgiveness from Allah
JA555%22 and make amends for any wrongdoings they have committed.

In Islam, wealth is viewed as a means to serve Allah %222 and help others. Therefore,
individuals are encouraged to use their wealth to support charitable causes and to help those in
need. This is demonstrated through the practice of Zakat, which is giving a portion of one's wealth
to those in need. Through the practice of Zakat and other charitable acts, individuals can purify
their wealth and gain the blessings of Allah (54222,

In summary, The five necessities of religion, life, progeny, intellect, and wealth are
fundamental aspects of human life according to Islamic teachings. These necessities are essential
for the well-being of individuals and society as a whole. Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah provides
guidance and examples on cultivating and protecting these essentials through various acts of
worship, family life, seeking knowledge, and ethical conduct in business transactions. This section
of the Qur’an serves as a roadmap for individuals seeking to live fulfilling lives that uphold these
essential aspects of human existence. In the following section, we will delve into the verses from
Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah that contribute to the cultivation and protection of these five
necessities, providing evidence and insight into Islamic teachings.

In the following section, we will provide evidence from the Revelation—Surah Al-Bagarah
Part Il—relevant to each of the five necessities. Then, we will examine how the Qur’an and Sunnah
guide individuals in cultivating, nurturing, and protecting these essentials. Through this analysis,
we hope to provide a comprehensive understanding of how Islamic teachings offer guidance and
examples to uphold and safeguard these vital aspects of human life.
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Safeguarding the Religion in Islam: Collective Efforts and Means for
Cultivating and Preserving Faith

Islam is not just a religion but a way of life that guides and directs Muslims in every aspect of
their existence. Therefore, one of the central concepts in Islamic jurisprudence (figh) is Hifz-ud-
Deen, which means safeguarding the religion. This principle is considered one of the five
necessities essential to protecting human life, faith, intellect, lineage, and property. Therefore, it is
an obligation upon every Muslim to preserve and protect the Islamic faith, beliefs, practices, and
teachings.

The purpose of our existence is to worship Allah &%\, the One and Only God, and to
follow His commands. This is the intention behind the creation of humankind, and religion is a
contractual obligation taken in good faith upon all humans. Therefore, preserving and safeguarding
Islam as a faith, beliefs, practices, and teachings is crucial to individuals' and communities' identity
and spiritual well-being. Furthermore, it gives Muslims a sense of purpose and direction and helps

them navigate life's challenges.

Islam recognizes practicing religion as a fundamental human right, and it strictly prohibits any
form of oppression or persecution based on religion. Therefore, protecting religion and preserving
its teachings is of utmost importance. Islamic scholars stress the significance of promoting the
teachings of Islam through education, peaceful dialogue, and legal protection. Furthermore,
nurturing a positive understanding of Islam and fostering mutual respect and understanding among
people of different faiths is essential.

Safeguarding the religion necessitates joint efforts from individuals, communities, and
governments. Therefore, instilling and cultivating Islam in people's hearts and minds while
promoting it through practice, education, and dialogue is crucial. Surah Al-Bagarah offers
numerous ways and methods to achieve this, and in the following section of our discussion, we will
delve further into these measures.

The Importance of Teaching and Promoting Monotheism (Tawheed)
in Islam: Strengthening Faith (Iman) and Attracting Non-Muslims

Cultivating monotheism (Tawheed) is crucial to protecting and preserving the Islamic religion.
Monotheism (Tawheed) is the belief in the Oneness of Allah &%\ and is considered Islam's
fundamental and essential aspect. Therefore, teaching monotheism (Tawheed) is one of the most
important ways to protect the religion because it establishes the foundation for the Islamic belief
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system (Ageedah) and worldview. Allah 5556222 said:
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“And your llah (God) is One llah (God - Allah), La ilaha illa Huwa (there is none who has the
right to be worshiped but He), the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. Verily! In the creation
of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day, and the ships which sail
through the sea with that which is of use to mankind, and the water (rain) which Allah sends
down from the sky and makes the earth alive therewith after its death, and the moving
(living) creatures of all kinds that He has scattered therein, and in the veering of winds and
clouds which are held between the sky and the earth, are indeed Ayat (proofs, evidences,
signs, etc.) for people of understanding.”™

The verses mentioned above emphasize monotheism’s (Tawheed) core Islamic belief, which
affirms Allah's 155\ Oneness and uniqueness as the only true God. The first verse stresses the

importance of worshiping Allah 5% alone, as expressed in the declaration "La ilaha illa
Huwa" (there is none who has the right to be worshiped but He), a fundamental principle of Islamic
monotheism (Tawheed).

The second verse highlights Allah's 155\ Lordship, encompassing all aspects of creation
and existence, including the natural phenomena that sustain life. This concept is often expressed by
the phrase "Allah's [\5;%=2 Lordship necessitates His worship," which underscores the connection
between recognizing Allah's [15;%\=. actions as Lord and directing our worship towards Him
alone. This approach appeals to both the senses and the intellect, as it acknowledges the evidence of
Allah's 155422, power and existence in the world around us.

Teaching monotheism (Tawheed) helps Muslims recognize the existence and Oneness of Allah

A%\, worship Him alone, and understand the relationship between Allah 155222 and His

creation. Monotheism (Tawheed) also teaches Muslims to avoid associating partners with Allah
A%, which is the gravest sin in Islam.

Teaching monotheism (Tawheed) to Muslims is essential to strengthening their faith (Iman),
deepening their understanding of Islam, and safeguarding against any misconceptions or
misinterpretations of Islamic teachings. In addition, it allows Muslims to maintain a strong
connection with Allah 15422, which is essential for spiritual well-being.

(1) Qur’an (2:163-164)
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Moreover, promoting monotheism (Tawheed) to non-Muslims through Dawah efforts and
demonstrating the highest standards of character through actions can pique their curiosity and
interest in Islam.

In summary, teaching monotheism (Tawheed) is a crucial means of protecting the Islamic
religion (Hifz-ud-Deen) as it preserves the core beliefs and values of the faith (Iman) and promotes
a deeper understanding and appreciation of Islam. Moreover, monotheism (Tawheed) lays the
foundation for the Islamic belief system and worldview, and its teachings help Muslims to maintain
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a strong connection with Allah G552, which is essential for spiritual well-being.

The Change of Qiblah: Preserving the Purity of Islam

The shift in the direction of Salah (Qiblah) from Jerusalem to the Ka'bah in Makkah holds
significant historical and theological importance in Islam. It served as a defining moment in Islamic
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history and played a crucial role in preserving the purity of Islam. Allah 15,42 said:
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“Thus, We have made you [true Muslims—real believers of Islamic monotheism
(Tawheed), true followers of Prophet Muhammad and his Sunnah (legal ways)],

a Wasat (just) (and the best) nation, that you be witnesses over mankind and the Messenger
(Muhammad) be a witness over you. And We made the Qiblah (Salah direction towards
Jerusalem) which you used to face, only to test those who followed the Messenger
(Muhammad) from those who would turn on their heels (i.e., disobey the Messenger). Indeed,
it was great (heavy) except for those whom Allah guided. And Allah would never make your
faith (Salawat) to be lost (i.e., your Salahs offered towards Jerusalem). Truly, Allah is full of
kindness, the Most Merciful towards mankind.”"

Before the change of Qiblah, Muslims used to face Jerusalem during their Salawat, just like
the Jews and Christians. However, this practice created confusion and blurred the distinct identity
of Islam, emphasizing the uniqueness of the religion and its beliefs.

Islam shares its roots with Judaism and Christianity, and all three religions originate from the
same source. However, over time, their followers distorted their teachings and practices, creating
divisions and differences between the three religions.

(1) Qur’an (2:143)
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By changing the Qiblah, Allah \&:%\=. emphasized the importance of preserving the purity of
Islam and maintaining its distinct identity. The change in direction differentiated Islam from the
other Abrahamic religions, highlighting Islam’'s unique practices, beliefs, and sacred rituals. Allah

AGEEls said:
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“We have certainly seen the turning of your face, [O Muhammad], toward the heaven, and
We will surely turn you to a gibla with which you will be pleased. So, turn your face toward
al-Masjid al-Haram. And wherever you [believers ] are, turn your faces toward it [in Salah].

Indeed, those who have been given the Scripture well know that it is the truth from their
Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what they do.”""

The above verse commands the believers to turn their faces towards the Ka’bah, the sacred
mosque in Makkah, during their Salawat. This is a symbolic act of unity and solidarity, as all
Muslims worldwide face the same direction during Salah, regardless of their location. The verse
also acknowledges that the people of the Book (Jews and Christians) recognize the truth of the
Islamic faith and that Allah 154222 is aware of their actions.

Furthermore, the shift in Qiblah's direction symbolized the unity of the Ummah and
emphasized the significance of Makkah as the spiritual center of Islam. It highlighted the Ka'bah as
a symbol of unity and a reminder of the shared heritage of all Muslims.

The change of Qiblah also held immense theological importance as it signified a move towards
a more comprehensive understanding of Islam's teachings. In addition, it emphasized the
importance of unity, community, and shared heritage among Muslims worldwide, reinforcing the
universality of Islam as a religion.

Moreover, the shift in the Qiblah direction served as a reminder of the historical significance
and continuity of Islamic teachings and practices. It reinforced the importance of preserving the
core values of Islam and protecting the religion from any external influence or distortion.

Overall, the change of Qiblah direction played a crucial role in preserving the purity of Islam
and maintaining its distinct identity. It emphasized the importance of unity, community, and shared
heritage among Muslims worldwide while reinforcing the universality of Islam as a religion.

-

Furthermore, by changing the Qiblah, Allah &%= reminded Muslims of the historical

(1) Qur’an (2:144)
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significance and continuity of Islamic teachings and practices, instilling a sense of connection to the
Islamic heritage.

Understanding the All-Encompassing Concept of Righteousness in
Islam

Unfortunately, some Muslims fail to fully comprehend the essence of righteousness and pity in
Islam. As a result, they may limit their teachings to internal spirituality without applying them to
society. This narrow understanding of righteousness can lead to a lack of compassion for others and
a failure to live up to the actual valid values of Islam. Allah &%\ said:
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“It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, and each and every act of obedience to Allah, etc.) that
you turn your faces towards east and (or) west (in Salahs); but Al-Birr is (the quality of) the
one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Book, the Prophets and gives his
wealth, in spite of love for it, to the kinsfolk, to the orphans, and to Al-Masakin (the poor),
and to the wayfarer, and to those who ask, and to set servants free, performs As-

Salah (Igamat-as-Salah), and gives the Zakah, and who fulfill their covenant when they make
it, and who are As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.) in extreme poverty and ailment (disease)
and at the time of fighting (during the battles). Such are the people of the truth, and they
are Al-Muttaqun (pious - see V.2:2).”"

The above verse reminds Muslims that true righteousness involves both inner belief and
outward action and that acts of charity and compassion towards others are essential to being
righteous. In addition, it emphasizes the importance of upholding moral and ethical principles in all
aspects of life and reminds us that true righteousness comes from sincerity and devotion to Allah
JERRL.

The concept of Al-Birr in Islam is all-encompassing. It encompasses pure monotheistic beliefs,
the performance of rituals, and the positive behavior of fulfilling promises. In addition, Al-Birr
requires Muslims to be kind, honest, just, and compassionate in all their dealings with others. This

(1) Qur’an (2:177)
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includes giving to those in need, caring for orphans and the poor, and being patient in times of
hardship.

The true meaning of righteousness in Islam is not limited to facing the Ka'bah or performing
acts of worship. Instead, it is a holistic approach to life that emphasizes the importance of
upholding Islamic morals and ethics in all aspects of one's life. This includes seeking knowledge
and understanding one's faith, and following its teachings.

In conclusion, Muslims must strive to understand and practice the true essence of
righteousness in Islam. It is not merely a set of rituals or acts of worship but a way of life that
emphasizes compassion, kindness, and justice toward all. By doing so, Muslims can lead morally
upright lives that align with Islamic values and contribute positively to society.

The Importance of Embracing Islam Wholeheartedly and
Safeguarding Its Teachings

One of the most crucial aspects of safeguarding the religion of Islam is embracing it
wholeheartedly, without picking and choosing which teachings to follow and which to neglect.
Unfortunately, some individuals have adopted a selective approach to Islam, only adhering to what
suits their interests and desires while disregarding other essential elements.

This defective approach to the Revelation can lead to significant consequences, as it
undermines the fundamental principles of Islam and weakens the faith's integrity. Islam commands

Muslims to submit to Allah 1%\ and accept and follow all aspects of the faith without
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“0 you who believe! Enter perfectly in Islam (by obeying all the rules and regulations of the
Islamic religion) and follow not the footsteps of Sg)aytan (Satan). Verily! He is to you a plain
enemy.”

The above verse calls for Muslims to fully embrace Islam and adhere to all its teachings rather
than picking and choosing what suits them. The reference to Shaytan’s (Satan) footsteps implies
that one of his tricks is influencing people to accept some parts of the religion and reject others,
leading them astray from the path of righteousness. Therefore, the verse emphasizes the importance
of wholeheartedly entering into Islam and following its rules and regulations without any
compromise to guard against Shaytan’s (Satan) influence and stay true to one's faith.

(1) Qur’an (2:208)
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By embracing Islam wholeheartedly, Muslims demonstrate their commitment to the faith and
ensure that they follow the path of righteousness outlined in the Qur’an and the Hadith. However, it
requires a deep understanding and knowledge of the faith's teachings and a willingness to apply
them in every aspect of life.

This commitment involves not only worshiping and performing obligatory rituals but also
upholding Islamic morals and ethics in personal and professional relationships, treating others with
kindness, compassion, and justice. It is a comprehensive approach to life that guides every aspect of
a Muslim's beliefs, actions, and interactions.

In conclusion, embracing the religion of Islam wholeheartedly is essential for safeguarding the
faith's teachings and principles. Therefore, Muslims must strive to follow all aspects of the faith
and not selectively choose which teachings to follow and which to neglect. It requires a deep
commitment to learning, worship, and service and is essential for maintaining the integrity and
strength of Islam.

Safeguarding the Religion: The Role of the Five Pillars of Islam in
Protecting and Cultivating the Faith

Establishing the five pillars of Islam, including the performance of the obligatory rituals, is
crucial for safeguarding the Islamic religion. The five pillars, namely the daily Salawat, Zakah,
fasting during Ramadan, the pilgrimage to Makkah, and the declaration of faith, are essential for

maintaining a strong connection with Allah 1<:%\=2 and upholding the principles of the faith
(Iman).

Part Il of Surah Al-Bagarah lays down the roots of these rituals, emphasizing the significance
of correctly performing them. It guides Muslims on the importance of the five daily Salawat, giving
charity, fasting during Ramadan, and performing the annual pilgrimage to Makkah. Moreover, the
chapter emphasizes the significance of maintaining unity and solidarity within the Ummah.

Establishing these rituals promotes a sense of belonging and unity within the Ummah, as
Muslims perform them together, strengthening their bond and reinforcing their commitment to the
religion. Furthermore, by setting an example, Muslims inspire others to learn about Islam and
follow its teachings, promoting understanding and harmony between communities.

By performing these rituals regularly, Muslims strengthen their faith, become more aware of
their responsibilities, and strive to follow the teachings of Islam. This helps to safeguard the faith
and maintain its principles in the community.

In conclusion, the five pillars of Islam provide a framework for Muslims to practice their faith
and remain steadfast in their beliefs. The guidance from Surah Al-Bagarah emphasizes the
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significance of correctly performing these rituals and maintaining unity within the Ummah. By
establishing these rituals, Muslims promote protecting and cultivating the Islamic religion in the
community.

The Power of Salawat: Strengthening Spiritual Connections through
Congregational Salah

Performing the five daily Salawat, known as Salawat, is essential to the Islamic faith. These
Salawat are a constant reminder of our connection with Allah &%= and help strengthen our
spiritual bond with Him. The significance of these Salawat is highlighted in Surah Al-Bagarah,
where Allah &%\ instructs us to guard them strictly.

One of the beautiful aspects of Salawat is the opportunity to come together in congregation in
the masjid. The call to Salawat, or Adhan, is a beautiful reminder for us to pause our worldly affairs
and come together to perform the Salah. In addition, this congregational Salah fosters a sense of
community and brotherhood among Muslims as we stand shoulder to shoulder and bow down in
unison to the Almighty. Allah 15522 said:
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“Guard strictly (five obligatory) As-Salawat, especially the middle Salah (i.e., the best Salah -
Asr). And stand before Allah with obedience [and do not speak to others during
the Salawat].”""

The above verse serves as a reminder of the importance of Salah in Islam and the need to
perform it with care, attention, and obedience. Furthermore, it highlights the significance of Asr
Salah in particular and underscores the importance of focusing on the act of worship and avoiding
distractions during Salah.

The middle Salah, Asr, is particularly emphasized as the best Salah. This highlights the
importance of performing the Salah and doing so with sincerity and devotion. It is also a reminder
that the most significant test of our faith (Iman) comes during times of hardship or stress, where our
commitment to Allah &% s tested. Allah 155422 said:
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“And if you fear (an enemy), perform Salah on foot or riding. And when you are in safety,

(1) Qur’an (2:238)
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offer the Salah in the manner He has taught you, which you knew not (before).”"”

The above verse from Surah Al-Bagarah emphasizes the importance of Salawat, which is so
significant that even in times of fear or insecurity, Muslims are still mandated to perform it. This

verse shows that performing Salawat is not only about connecting with Allah |55\ but also a
symbol of our unwavering commitment to our faith (Iman), regardless of our circumstances.

Additionally, the verse highlights the flexibility of Salawat, allowing it to be performed both
on foot and by riding to ensure that it is accessible to all Muslims, regardless of their situation. This
verse is a powerful reminder of the importance of Salawat and the strength it gives us to remain
steadfast in our faith even in the face of adversity.

Furthermore, Salawat is not limited to our physical circumstances. Allah G422 reminds us

that even when we are on the move or facing an enemy, we should still perform our Salawat. This
reinforces the idea that our faith (Iman) should remain strong regardless of circumstances.

In conclusion, performing the five daily Salawat in the congregation and the call to Salawat
promotes the spiritual spirit in the community. It serves as a powerful reminder of our connection
with Allah &%=, Let us not take these Salawat lightly and strive to perform them with sincerity

and devotion, individually and in the congregation. May Allah &%= grant us the strength to
remain steadfast in our faith and bring us closer to Him through our Salawat.

The Power of Zakah: Protecting the Religion and Fostering Unity
through Charity

The institution of charity, or Zakah, is an integral part of the Islamic faith, and its importance
is emphasized in Surah Al-Bagarah. Giving Zakah to those in need helps protect the religion by

promoting unity and strengthening the community. Allah 15422 said:
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“Truly those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, and perform As-Salah (Igamat-as-
Salah), and give Zakah, they will have their reward with their Lord. On them shall be no
fear, nor shall they grieve.”?

The above verse reminds Muslims of the importance of faith, good deeds, Salah, and charity in

(1) Qur’an (2:239)
(2) Qur’an (2:277)
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Islam and the promise of reward for those who fulfill these obligations. It provides comfort and

reassurance to believers, emphasizing that Allah <%= will recognize and reward their actions.
Allah 155622 said:
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“They ask you (O Muhammad) what they should spend. Say: Whatever you spend of good
must be for parents and kindred and orphans and Al-Masakin (the poor) and the wayfarers,
and whatever you do of good deeds, truly, Allah knows it well.”™"

The above verse is a response to a question posed by the Prophet Muhammad's
companions, who asked him what they should spend on charity. The verse instructs them to spend
their wealth on those in need, specifically their parents, relatives, orphans, the poor, and travelers.
This indicates that Muslims are responsible for caring for their families and communities, as well as

“go 8%

those who are less fortunate and in need of assistance. Allah &%= said:
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“0O you who believe! Spend of that with which We have provided for you, before a Day comes
when there will be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession. And it is the disbelievers
who are the Zalimun (wrong doers, etc.).””

The above verse serves as a reminder to Muslims of the importance of charity in Islam and the
need to use one's wealth to seek Allah's &%= pleasure and prepare for the afterlife. It
emphasizes the urgency of charitable giving and the transience of worldly possessions, warning

against procrastination and delay.

When Muslims see that their fellow believers, especially those who are financially well off, are
helping to overcome their difficulties and disparity, it fosters a sense of attachment to the religion
and reinforces the belief that Islam is not just about performing rituals but also about helping others
and promoting justice.

Furthermore, Zakah helps to protect the community from crimes and immoral activities such
as prostitution, which are often generated due to the financial needs of the perpetrators. By giving

(1) Qur’an (2:215)
(2) Qur’an (2:254)
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Zakah, Muslims are supporting the less fortunate and helping prevent them from committing illegal
and harmful activities.

The verses from Surah Al-Bagarah remind us that giving Zakah is not just a duty but a way to
show our commitment to Allah 15;%\=. and help those in need. The rewards of giving Zakah are
not just limited to the hereafter but also brings blessings and prosperity to this world. The verse also
highlights the importance of spending on parents, relatives, orphans, and the poor, emphasizing that

charity should be directed toward those most need it.

In conclusion, Zakah is not just a means of financial support for the needy but also a way to
promote unity, justice, and attachment to the religion. As Muslims, we must strive to give Zakah
generously, following the guidelines set by Allah 1555 in the Qurlan. May Allah JG5Ec2
grant us the means to provide Zakah and the willingness to help those in need, thereby protecting
our faith and strengthening our community.

The Power of Fasting in Islam: Fostering Unity and Spiritual Growth

Fasting during the holy month of Ramadan is a significant ritual in Islam that brings numerous
benefits to the believers. Surah Al-Bagarah highlights the importance of fasting and its benefits for
the spiritual well-being of Muslims. Fasting helps to purify the soul and strengthen one's faith,
making the believers more conscious of their actions and encouraging them to be more pious.

Fasting also promotes unity among Muslims, as everyone partakes in this act of worship
together, regardless of their social status or financial standing. Allah 15552 said:
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“0O you who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting) is prescribed for you as it was
prescribed for those before you, that you may become Al-Muttaqun (the pious - see V.2:2).”")

The above verse highlights the significance of fasting in Islam and emphasizes that it was also
prescribed for believers in earlier times. It calls upon believers to observe fasting to develop
holiness and righteousness and to follow in the footsteps of those who came before them. Allah
AEEs said:
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(1) Qur’an (2:183)
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“[Observing Saum (fasts)] for a fixed number of days, but if any of you is ill or on a journey,
the same number (should be made up) from other days. And as for those who can fast with
difficulty, (e.g. an old man, etc.), they have (a choice either to fast or) to feed a Miskin (poor
person) (for every day). But whoever does good of his own accord, it is better for him. And
that you fast, it is better for you if only you know.”®

The above verses instruct Muslims to observe fasting as prescribed for those before them,
emphasizing the unity and continuity of this practice across generations. Fasting helps foster a
sense of community and brotherhood among Muslims as they share this experience.

Furthermore, the flexibility of fasting in Islam highlights its ability to protect the religion. For
example, Muslims who are ill or traveling can make up the missed fasts on other days, while those
who find it difficult to fast can feed a poor person for each day missed. This flexibility ensures that
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fasting can be accessible to all, regardless of their circumstances. Allah 1G5 said:
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“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur’an, a guidance for the
people and clear proofs of guidance and criterion. So, whoever sights [the crescent of] the
month, let him fast it; and whoever is ill or on a journey - then an equal number of other

days. Allah intends for you ease and does not intend for you hardship and [wants] for you to
complete the period and to glorify Allah for that [to] which He has guided you; and perhaps
you will be grateful.”*®)

The above verse highlights the significance of the month of Ramadan in Islam and its
connection to the Revelation of the Qur'an. It emphasizes that Ramadan is a time for spiritual
reflection, renewal, and guidance and encourages Muslims to observe fasting this month.

The month of Ramadan also marks the Revelation of the Qur’an and fasting during this month
serves as a reminder of the guidance and teachings of Allah 15;%\=.. Therefore, fasting is not just
about abstaining from food and drink but also about reflecting on the guidance provided by the
Qur’an and seeking a deeper understanding of our faith.

(1) Qur’an (2:184)
(2) Qur’an (2:185)
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Safeguarding the Religion: The Power of Hajj in Fostering Unity and
Reminding Muslims of Pure Monotheism (Tawheed)

Performing the annual pilgrimage to Makkah (Hajj) and the minor pilgrimage (Umrah) are
integral to the Islamic faith, as highlighted in Surah Al-Bagarah. These pilgrimages not only
provide Muslims with the opportunity to fulfill a religious obligation but also serve as a means of
protecting the religion by uniting the Ummah in one place as one congregation once a year.

The Hajj pilgrimage is a powerful reminder of the exemplary tale of Prophet Ibrahim =i

(Abraham) and his family, as Muslims follow in their footsteps and commemorate their journey. It
also serves as a reminder of the significance of pure monotheism (Tawheed), as Muslims from all
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over the world gather in one place to worship Allah 5%\ without any distinction of race,
ethnicity, or social status.

Furthermore, the Hajj pilgrimage symbolizes unity among the Ummah, emphasizing the
importance of maintaining unity among Muslims. By gathering in one place and performing the
same rituals together, Muslims are reminded of their shared values and beliefs, fostering a sense of
brotherhood and sisterhood.

Similarly, the Umrah serves as a means of seeking Allah's 5% forgiveness and mercy,
reinforcing the significance of monotheism (Tawheed) in Islam. By performing this pilgrimage,
Muslims are reminded of the importance of following in the footsteps of the Prophet “* and seeking
a closer relationship with Allah 15552, Allah (&6 said:
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“And perform properly (i.e., all the ceremonies according to the ways of Prophet
Muhammad), the Hajj and ‘Umrah (i.e. the pilgrimage to Makkah) for Allah. But if you are
prevented (from completing them), sacrifice a Hady (animal, i.e., a sheep, a cow, or a camel,
etc.) such as you can afford, and do not shave your heads until the Hady reaches the place of
sacrifice. And whosoever of you is ill or has an ailment in his scalp (necessitating shaving), he

must pay a Fidyah (ransom) of either observing Saum (fasts) (three days) or
giving Sadagah (charity - feeding six poor persons) or offering sacrifice (one sheep). Then if
you are in safety and whosoever performs the *Umrah in the months of Hajj, before
(performing) the Hajj, (i.e. Hajj-at-Tamattu' and Al-Qiran), he must slaughter a Hady such
as he can afford, but if he cannot afford it, he should observe Saum (fasts) three days during
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the Hajj and seven days after his return (to his home), making ten days in all. This is for him
whose family is not present at Al-Masjid-al-Haram (i.e., non-resident of Makkah). And fear
Allah much and know that Allah is Severe in punishment.”"")

The above verse serves as a reminder to Muslims of the significance of Hajj and Umrah and
the importance of performing these rites properly and according to Islamic teachings. Furthermore,
it guides how to fulfill the obligation in various circumstances, emphasizes the need to fear Allah
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A%, and recognizes the severity of punishment for those disobeying His commands.

In conclusion, the Hajj and Umrah are powerful means of protecting the religion by uniting the
Ummah in one place and reminding Muslims of the importance of pure monotheism (Tawheed),

and maintaining unity. May Allah 15;%=2. grant us the opportunity to perform these pilgrimages
and help us to strengthen our faith and deepen our relationship with Him.

The Mandates for Safeguarding the Religion in Surah Al-Baqgarah

Surah Al-Bagarah provides crucial guidance for Muslims on protecting and safeguarding their
religion (Hifz-ud-Deen) by legislating specific mandates. Among these mandates, Jihad, Hijrah,
enjoining good, and forbidding evil is essential to preserving the faith.

Jihad: In the context of the Surah, Jihad refers to the struggle against one's desires and the
effort to protect the faith (Iman). Believers are encouraged to strive in the way of Allah 1G5k
and defend the faith against any oppression or aggression. The Surah highlights the importance of

fighting in the way of Allah 1555222 against those who fight against Muslims but to transgress, not
the limits. Allah J&%22 said:
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“And fight in the Way of Allah those who fight you but transgress not the limits. Truly, Allah
likes not the transgressors. [This verse is the first one that was revealed in connection
with Jihad, but it was supplemented by another (V.9:36)].”

Allah 15552 said:
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(1) Qur’an (2:196)
(2) Qur’an (2:190)
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“And kill them wherever you find them and turn them out from where they have turned you
out. And Al-Fitnah is worse than killing. And fight not with them at Al-Masjid-al-Haram (the
sanctuary at Makkah), unless they (first) fight you there. But if they attack you, then kill
them. Such is the recompense of the disbelievers.”™”

Allah J&5%2 2 said:
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“Jihad (fighting in Allah's Cause) is ordained for you (Muslims) though you dislike it, and it
may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you and that you like a thing which is bad
for you. Allah knows but you do not know.”"?)

The above verses remind Muslims of the importance of self-defense and the obligation to
protect oneself and one's community while emphasizing the need for restraint and adherence to
ethical principles. Furthermore, it underscores the defensive nature of Jihad and the importance of
upholding Islamic teachings in all aspects of life.

Hijrah is also emphasized in the Surah. Muslims are encouraged to migrate for the sake of
Allah 15422, leaving behind anything that may prevent them from practicing their faith and
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joining a community of believers where they can practice their religion freely. Allah 15422 said:
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“Verily, those who have believed, and those who have emigrated (for Allah's Religion) and
have striven hard in the Way of Allah, all these hope for Allah’'s Mercy. And Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most-Merciful.”*

The above verse highlights the rewards and blessings that await those who have believed in
Allah &%\, emigrated for the sake of His religion, and struggled in His way. It emphasizes
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believers' hope and trust in Allah's /5% mercy, forgiveness, and com